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PREFACE. 

JLT is the purpofe of the following Dif* 
courfes to confider at large, what is meant 
by the Scriptural expreffion, " Fulnefs of 
Time ;" or, in othec.words^ Xp p^iat.-cmt the 
previous fteps, by • which * God ' Almighty 
gradually prepared the:vv:ay>;';ift>xjthe intro- 
dudlioti and promulgation : of At&ie^^.^G 
In fuch a defign, there is little to awaken 
the attention of the learned Theologian; 
and, in faft, the Author has only attempted 
to bring ui\der one view, and to render ge- 
nerally intelligible, topics and arguments, 
which in the writings of our beft and 
ablefl Divines have long ago been fepa- 
rately and thoroughly inveftigatcd. 
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EXTRACT 

FROM THE 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

OF THE LATE 

REV. JQHN ;RAMP-:rQN, 

CANON JOF SALliBBtfRY. 



*^ I give and bequeath my Land& 

'^ and Eftates to the Chancellor, Matters, 
'^ and Scholars of the Univerfity of Ox* 
'* ford for ever, to have and to hold all 
*^.and fingular the faid Lands or Eftates 
f^ upon truft, and to the. intents and pur* 
^^ pofes hereinafter mentioned; that is to 
** fay, I w^ill and appoint that the Vice- 
<* Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford 

'' fof 



( vi ) 

*' for the time being fhall take and receive 
** all the rents, iflues, and profits thereof, 
'* and (after all taxes, reparations, and ne- 
*^ ceflary dedudlions made) that he pay 
" all the remainder to the endowment of 
^' eight Divinity Ledure Sermons, to be 
" eftablifhed for ever in the faid Univer- 
** fity, and to be performed in the man- 
^^ ner following : 

" I dired: and appoint, that, upon the 
*' firft '^^{Ahk^ivi'M a Lee- 

^^ turer be yearly .-chofen by the Heads of 
^^ College^ ctfijyi'aji(i;})y,no others, in the 
•^ room aJjoinrng/toi'fthe Printing-Houfe, 
** between the hours of ten in the morn- 
^* ing and two in the afternoon, to preach 
** eight Divinity Led:ure Sermons, the year 
" following, at St. Mary's in Oxford, be- 
** tween the commencement of the laft 
^' month in Lent Term, and the end of 
" the third week in Aft Term. 

*^ Alfo I direft and appoint, that the 
^ eight Divinity Ledure Sermons Ihall be 

• *^ preached 



( vii ). 

*^ preached upon either of -the following 
*^ ftibjefts — to confirm and eftablifli the 
*' Chriftian Faith, and to confute all here- 
*^ tics and fchifmatics — upon the divine 
'^ authority .of the Holy Scriptures — upon 
** the authority of the writings of th^ 
*^ primitive Fathers, as to the faith and 
** practice of the primitive Church — upon 
*^ the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
*' Jefus Chrift — upon the Divinity of the 
*^ Holy Ghoft — upon the Articles of the 
*' Chriftian Faith, as comprehended in the 
*' Apoftles' and Nicene Creeds. 

'' Alfo I direft, that thirty copies of the 
*' eight Divinity Lecture Sermons Ihall be 
*' always printed, within two months af- 
'* ter they arc preached, and one copy 
*^ fliall be given to the Chancellor of the 
'* Univerfity, and one copy to the Head 
*^ of every College, and one copy to the 
'^ Mayor of the city of Oxford, and one 
'^ copy to be put into the Bodleian Li- 
^' brary; and the expence of printing them 

'' (hall 
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(hall be paid out of the revenue of the 
" Land or £ft;ates given for eftabliftiing 
*' the Divinity Ledure Sermons ; and the 
" Preacher Ihall not be paid, nor be en- 
^^ titled to the revenue, before they are 
^^ printed. 

*^ Alfo I direft and appoint, that no 
'^ perlbn (hall be qualified to preach the 
^* Divinity Le<9xire Sermons, unlefs he 
^^ hath taken the Degree of Mafter of Arts 
*' at leaft, in one of the two Univerfities 
^^ of Oxford or Cambridge ; and that the 
*^ fame perlbn Ihall never preach the Di- 
vinity Ledure Sermons tv^ice." 
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ACTS i. 7, 

AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, IT IS NOT 
FOR YOU TO KNOW THE TIMES, OR 
THE SEASONS, WHICH THE FATHER 
HATH PUT INTO HIS OWN POWER. 

SUCH was the rebuke with which 
our blefled Lord repreffed the curi- 
ofity of his difciples, when, after he had 
rifcn from the dead, and had appeared in 
their affembly at Jerufalem, they eagerly 
enquired, whether they were at that time 
to look for the redemption of Ifrad. *' Lord, 
wilt thou at this * time rcftore again the 

» Aas i. 6. 

H king. 
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kingdom tcK iftael >"^ Ar yet tjjey iwmr'finp 
from the truth ; neither the works which 
they had feen, nor the continual appeal 
which they Jiad heard to their owa Pro- 
pKeti(?aA Hift?c>ries, had ' prevailed oVtt the 
habitual prejudices and prepofleffions, which 
they entertained in common with the reft 
of their country ffl 611 ;" '"They expelled to 
be the conquerors of the world; and, be- 
ing accuftomed, like their brethren, to in- 
dulge vifionary Ichemes of power and do- 
minion, until they had received the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, even the Apoftles of our 
Lord leem (o have formed no idea of a 
fpiritual kingdoln, or a deliverance from 
the flavery of fih. 

A life of htimiKation and a difgraceful 
death, vvtre not the characters by Which 
the Jewifli nation had h^pfed to recognize 
their promifed Deliverer : with e::^pe(?l:a- 
tions of a very different nature, they had 
framed^ St iyfterti of theit o^n, calculated to 
A)oth "their national T^nity, and to fatisfy 
their Itift of power : atid therr attachment 
to this fondly cherifhcd fyftem is of itfelf 
fufficient to account fof their determined 

rejec- 
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rej66lklEl of another fo direftly contradi61:ory 
to it — a fyftcm, which, inftcad of flatter- 
ing theit ambition by the prolpedl of ex- 
tenfive conqucfls, infculcated the duty of 
liibmiffion to their prefent rulers ; and, far 
from gratifying their pride by promifing 
theni exelufive privileges as the favourites 
of God, avowedly declared, that every na- 
tichi under heaven was to be admitted to 
a participation of its bleffings. Had it not 
been for this national prepofleflion, which 
their corrupt paflions and profligate morals 
contributed to ftrengthen and confirm, it is 
.not eafy to conceive how the Jews could 
have failed to obferve the connexion be- 
tween the Religion of Chrift and their 
own 1jB,w ; a connexion, which all their 
Prophets had taught them to expeft; 
whkh our Saviour himfelf, at the very 
commencement of his miniftry, expreisly 
pointed out to them : *' Think not," faid 
he, " that I am come to deftroy the Law 
or the Prophets : I am not come to deftroy, 
but to fulfil •*:" and which the Apoftles 
afterwards explained, not to be an acci- 

* Matt. V. 17. 

B :? dental 
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dental coincidence, or a fanciful andogy, 
but the neceflary dependence of an im- 
perfed: preparatory law upon that which 
completes iL 

We at this day, it is true, have many 
other proofs of the divine origin of our re- 
ligion. We have to urge its rapid progrefs, 
by the miniftry of perfons to all appear- 
ance utterly incapable of producing fb ex* 
traordinary an effeft, and its final efta- 
blifliment, in defiance of the prejudices, 
the artifices, and the power both of the 
Jew and the Gentile. But we can pro- 
duce no argument more forcible, or more 
convincing, than that which arifes from a 
view of the dependence of Chriftianity, not 
only upon the Law of Mofes, but in a 
more extended ienfc upon the belief and 
expe<9:ations of the Patriarchs, and upon 
every former difcovery of his will, which 
' God had vouchfafed to make to man. 

To draw this argument out at length, 
to view it in all its parts, and to give it all 
the force of which it is capable, will be 
the purpofe of the enfuing Leftjures; — in 

'thb 
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the courfe of which I fhall attempt to 
Ihew, that the whole of God's moral go- 
vernment of the world, and all the com- 
plicated events in the hiftory of mankind, 
were, in faft, nothing more than a prepa- 
ration, under the guidance and control of 
his Providence, for the introduction of the 
Chrijiian Religion ; " the myftery ordained 
before the worlds" '* hidden from ages 
and generations **," and by the mercy of 
God made manifeft at laft. 

God himfelf gave the firft intimation of 
his gracious defign : he announced to our 
firft parents, after their fall from a ftate of 
mnocerice, that the " feed of the woman 
fhould bruife the hdad of the ferpent^'* 
To Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, he 
repeated the fame promife of a fpiritual 
deliverance, conneded with the grant of 
worldly bleffings and temporal profperity ; 
and, when in procefs of time the de- 
fcendants of the patriarchal family were 
become a flourifliing and populous nation;! 

^ I Cor. ii. 7. ^ ColoiT. I. 26. 

* Gen. iii, 15. 

B ^ a fuc- 
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a fucceffion of inipired Prophets kept alive 
the remembrance of the original promife, 
and delineated in brighter colours the na- 
ture of ^Jje deliverance to which it pointed, 
and the ch^rad:er of the perfon by whom 
it was to be accomplilhed. 

. Thus the great fcheme of Providence 
was gradually developed, till the ^* fulnefs 
of tirne arrived/' in which ^' God, who be- 
fore had fpokcn at fundry times arid in dif 
vers manners to the fallen race of man, 
thought fit at laft to fpeak to them by his 
SonV' 

I am aware that there always have been, 
and that: there ftill are, o^any.unbdievers, 
who cannot difcover the wifdom of God 
in the progreflive communication of truth ; 
w^ho aik with great boldnefs, and with 
fbme femblance perhaps of realbn, if the 
knowledge of Chriftianity be neceffary to 
the happinefs of mankind, why were {o 
many generations fufFered to pafs away 
without it ? Why were its faving docftrines 

'Heb.i. I. 

conveyed 
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eonyeycd ia dark, hints, and obfcuro allu^ 
Sons? And woidd it not have been more 
coniifient with the, juftice oPGod, to have 
revealed the truth fnlly and clearly at once, 
wkhcait the tedious and circuitous metliod 
of a preparatory difpenfation ? 

Such objedions as thefe, however plaur 
fible they may at firft fight appear, are 
funded in ignorance both crfthe nature of 
man^ and the ways of God; in narrow 
md partial views of his general Providence, 
and in miftaken notions of the character 
and deiign of Chriftianity. 

Whether fuch a revelation as that made 
by Jefus Chrift was, or was not, neceflary, 
can beft be determined by confidering the 
a^ual flate of moral and religious know- 
ledge at the time of its ^proiixulgation/ 
And^ without entering fully into that fub- 
jeft at prefent, it may be fufRcient for our 
purpofe to aik, whether there was not in 
thofe days, upon all the great queftions 
which involve the happinefs of man, an 
endlefs variety of difcordant hypothefcs } 
Was not the providence of God, his juf- 
B 4 tice. 
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ticc, nay, his very exiftcnce, the theme of 
diipute and difcultion In the fchools of 
Philofophy ? Was not the immortality of 
the foul contefted by fbme, and openly de- 
nied by others ? And were not the duties 
of morality imperfeAly underftood, and the 
boundaries of right and wrong inaccurately 
defined ? 

But it is not my intention to enlarge 
upon'thele topics at prefent; I referve 
them for fuller difcuffion hereafter, and I 
am content to reft the neceffity of the 
Chriftian Revelation fimply upon the want 
of certain knowledge with refpccSfc to a fu- 
ture life. 

It will fcarcely be denied, except it be 
by thofe who in the pride of human rea- 
Ibn difdain the control of an omtnifcient 
God, the Creator, Governor, and Judge of 
mankind, and give us in his ftead a Being 
of their own creation — except it be by iiich, 
it will fcarcely at this time be denied, that 
the certainty of a future life, and a future 
itate of retribution, is the vital principle of 
all religion and all virtue. Take away the 

hope 
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hope of a future exiftcnce, and we lole all 
proper motives for piet}^ to God, or bene- 
volence to man. What can fupport us 
amidft the unequal difpeniations of this 
life, or give us fortitude to endure its dif- 
appointments, its difficulties, and its for- 
rows, but the aflurance of future recom- 
pence ? And what can induce us to refill 
the impulfe of paffion, and the importu- 
nate cravings of appetite, if, when this 
tranfitory fcene is clofed, we are to go, 
without the fear of punilliment, or the 
hope of reward, to the everlalting home of 
the ancient Epicurean, or the eternal flecp 
of the modem Atheift ? 

If then the knowledge, not only of a 
future ftate of exiftence, but a future ftatc 
of rewards and punilhments, be indifpen- 
fably neceflary to our happinefs, do we 
know of any iyftem of religion, that ex- 
prefsly. promifed fuch a ftatc to us, before 
the Gofpel had brought life -and immor- 
tality to light ? If the promifc had been 
given any where, we Ihould naturally ex- 
pe<ft to find it in Judaifm, a religion un- 
oueftionably from heaven : but there it is 

not 



lo SERMON L 

hot — the promife of eternal life i^tifk 
amongft the rewards of the Mofaic Law*: 
the favoured agent of God is empowered 
to enforce his decrees by the promiic of 
temporal profperity in cafe of obedience, 
and the denunciation of dreadful viiitations, 
of plagues, famine, and defolation, in cafe 
of difbbedience : but of future rewards, or 
future punilhments, no mention is made. 

Doubtlefs under the Law, as under 
every other difpenfation, holy and virtuous 
men, either by their own refledions, or by 
the efpecial grace of God imparted to them, 
were led to expect another ftate, which 
would account for the evils and the dif- 
orders of the prefent. The holy Scriptures 
abound with paffages, which will fcarcely 
admit of any other interpretation ^: and it 
is certainly reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
opinions of good and pious men upon fuch 
a fubjed would influence in a great de- 
gree the popular belief : but we are not to 



8 Bp. Biiirs Harmonia Apoftolica, Diflf. Pod. Chap. X. 
^ See the pafTages cited by Jortin in his Differtation oa 
a Future State. 

con^ 
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copx^Iude fironi thence^ that th^ notion of a 
future ftate wns cither generally admitted, 
or aecuratelj imderftood. 

Of th« two great fc6b who led the Sy- 
UfigQguep, oiae openly denied the poffibility 
^ a refurre<ftion ; and the other, although 
it allowed that a departed foul might re- 
animate another body, was far from ima- 
gining that the fame perfon would rife 
again from thp grave, to account for the 
wofks done in the body, and tp receive re- 
ward Of puniiliRient, 

What the Ahnighty did not think fit 
clearly and ej^plicitly to reveal to his chofen 
people, it would be in vain to aik of thofe 
who were left tp the guidance of their own 
unaffifted jeafon. Political fecurity was 
the great pbjeft of Gentile religion, fb that 
whilft expiatory facrifices, luftratipns, and 
coftly offerings were allowed to be a fuffi-^ 
cient atonement for the vices of the opu* 
lent, the idea of futurity was blended with 
fable and allegory, to amufe the idle, and 
with abfurd terrors and fanciful punifti- 
ments, to terrify the vulgar. The ftatef- 

man 
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man derided in fecret what he publicly 
fanftioned ; and even they who couM not 
but indulge the pleaiing hope of imnior- 
tahty, even the beft and wifeft amongft 
them, feem rather to have cherifhed' the 
idea with a fond and anxious wiih that it 
might be realized, than with any thing like 
conviftion or certainty that it would be 
io. 

Since then neither the light of reaibn> 
nor the light of re.velation, -afforded any 
certainty upon this iniportant point, no- 
thing at beft but a hope and a perfuafion ; 
fince the natural law written in the heart 
of man was only to be difcovered by the 
labour of the virtuous few, and even they 
acknowledged its inefficacy; whilft the ge- 
nerality of mankind were given up to the 
grois errors of popular fuperftition and ido-. 
latrous worfliip, living in the world with- 
out the knowledge of God, or the expecSt- 
ation of futurity ; it cannot furely at this 
time be doubted whether a more expli- 
cit revelation was neceffary* Ought we 
not rather to offer up continual thanks 
to God, for having poured down upon us 

the 
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the glorious light of his Gofpel, for having 
in his good 'time revealed even unto babes 
what w^as {o long '' hidden from the wife 
and prudent*;'* for having given us, not 
the hope or expectation merely, but the 
aflurance of happinefs, and having made 
us, not the believers only, but the heirs of 
immortality. 

But if it be granted that no prior know- 
ledge fuperfeded the ufe of a more expli- 
cit revelation, and that upon this ground 
Chriftianity was neceflary, then the other 
parts of the objection are preffed upon us 
with greater force — Why was the com- 
munication of truths {o eflential to our 
happinefs ib long delayed ? Where was 
the necqffity for a preparatory difpenfation? 
And why is not the light of the Gofpel 
at this day impartially difFufed over the 
whole race of mankind. 

In reply to queftions of this fort, it would 
perhaps . be fufRcient fimply to plead our 

' jVIatt. xi. 25. Lukex. 21. 
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ignorance of the cotitifels of God : *' it is 
Hot for u^ to klioW the times, or the fea- 
'&mi, which the Father hath put into his 
dWn power ^/* Our ignorance of the 
ftlotites arid the caufes, which Grod hath 
chofen to conceal from our view, is fo Tttjr 
obvious, ^very occurrence of common life, 
and every phenomenon of nature, fb un* 
queftionably prove it, that the proudeft 
ri^aibner need not be afhamed to confefs 
hfe we^ikneis: thd meek and lowly mind 
AV&Ws it with gladnefs, becaufe in its owft 
fe^ibknefs and the power of God it feeS 
tile true and proper grounds of faith, of 
€bMderice in the promifes of God, and of 
Mtional acquiefcence in the wilHom of his 
diipenfations. 

Chriffianity is called by the Apoftlesv 
the " diipenfation of the fulnefs of time V' 
" the myftery referved for the latter days:" 
and the terms^*^ latter days"," and " latter 
ages," which fo frequently occur in the 

^ A6ls i. 7. * Ephef. i. i o. 

^ Joel ii. 28. A6ls 11. 17. Heb. 1. 2. iTet. i. 5. 20. 

writers 
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writers both of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment^ the Jcwilh Church always under-^ 
ftood to refer to the days of their promifeit 
Meffiah. The Holy Spirit feems to have 
charafterized that period of time by fuch 
zn appellation, becaufe the Gofpel of Chrift 
was to contain the laft inftru(ftion of Go4 
to itian, '' to clofe the book, to feal up thd 
vifion an4 the prophecy, and to bring m 
cverlafting righteoufnefs "." 

In this ienfo the expreflion is plain and 
appjropriate ; but no man can with juftice 
apply the relative term latenefs to the 
firil preaching of the Gofpel, unkfs it be 
in Im power to afcertain the proportion 
which the age of Tiberius bears to the fu* 
ture, as well as to the paft, and to deter- 
mine for how many ages the Creator in- 
tends that the fabric of the univerie and 
all that is in it ftiould fubfift; and fmce 
this cannot be done, fmce the ^' terrible 
day of the Lord," for wife and merciful 
reafons, is Ihrouded in darknefs; for this 
reafon only it is abfurd to pronounce of 

* Dan. ix. 24. 

any 
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any revelation5 that it cannot be from 
God, becaufe, according to our notions of 
ti|ne, it was revealed too late. 

Surely if God be omnipotent and infi- 
xiite, and man finite and dependent, it i^ 
as unreafonable for man to fay, that God 
Ihall deliver his commands at this or that 
particular time, and to refufe obedience to 
them becaufe they come either iboner or 
later than he thinks right, as it would be to 
prefcribe what the fubjc6t of the com- 
mands fliould be, and what the mode iii 
which they Ihould be delivered. In the 
wonderful and unfearchable plans of Om- 
nifcience, there muft, from their very na- 
ture, be many hidden motives, which will 
elude the utmoft keennefs of human pene- 
tration, and many reafons for delay, which 
are known to him alone, with whom /* a 
thoufand years are as one day, and one 
day as a thoufand years*";" for thefe rea- 
lbi;is it would be vain to fearch. But even 
from our own partial and limited view of 
God's defigns, from cur own obfervation of 

• 2. Pet. iii. 8. 

the 
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the conftant analogies of his government, 
tod the ufual courfe of his Providence, we 
may infer, that fuch a diQ>enration, as we 
know Chriftianity to be, could not have 
been revealed to any efFe<Jhial purpofc at 
an earlier period of Ibciety* 

Through the w^hole order of creation, 
{tad the whole fcheme of Providence, we 
obferve marks of a progreffive advance- 
ment and a gradual difcovery of truth. In 
all the operations of the human mind, iti 
the important difcoveries of art, and the 
improvements of laws and government, we 
go on ftep by ftcp, as leiiure and opportu- 
nities offer, or new wants are created, un- 
til at laft wc have completely filled up the 
firll rude outline which neceffity fuggeft- 
cd. A fimilar progreis is to be obferved in 
the higher and more valuable truths of re- 
ligion ; and God Almighty, in mercy and 
love to his creatures, feems always to have , 
proportioned his difcoveries, not only to 
the a<ftual wants of mankind, but to their 
capacity of receiving truth themfelves, and 
their pieans of communicating it to others. 



In 
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In the infancy of the 'worlfl, God con^ 
verfed perfonally with man; and as often 
as the uncertainty inleparable from tradi- 
tional communications, or the perverfencfs 
and corruption of human nature, Imd de- 
ftroyed the force of his commands, airf' ob- 
literated the memory of his promifes, he 
interpofed continually to refcue ^' a righ- 
teous feed" from the general depravity'; 
he confirmed their wavering faith by a re-^ 
irewal of his covenants, and fatisfied their 
doubts by a difplay of fupematural power. 
But, as their numbers increafed, neither 
the warnings of his Almighty voice, nor 
the continual manifeftations of his-^wxr, 
nor even his fenfible prefence in glory 
amongfl: them, were lufficient to retain 
his chofen people in a firm reliance upon 
his word, and a fteady obedience to his 
precepts. Suppofe that the Gofpel had been 
preached, without any preparatory difci- 
pline, to men thus rooted as it were to 
the earth, unufed to any thing like abftrad 
reafoning, and unable to raife their mind& 
from the objed:s of fenfe which- furround- 
ed them; is it at all credible that they 
would have embraced a lyflcm of religion, 

whofe 



S E R M O K I 19 

^hdfe eflcntial charaAer is its fpirituality ? 
which teaches us, that *' the Lord of heaven 
and earth, the Lofty One that inhabited! 
eternity %" is a Spirit; that he delires "to 
be worlhipped in fpirit and in truth ^;" 
and that the iilent devotion of the heart 
is More grateful to him than all the magni- 
ficence of ceremonious worfhip, the coftly 
fhfine,- the pompous offering, and the 
blood of ten thoufand vi<ftims. 

Again, Ghriftianity was to be univerfal ; 
it was not to, be a local worfhip, or a par- 
tial inflitution, but was defigned to extend 
its bleffed influence over the whole race of 
mankind. How then was it to be gene- 
rally propagated, before any mode had been 
devifed of conveying inflrudion to diftant 
countries, or remote poflerity ? Tradition, 
the only fource of information which the 
early ages pofTefTcd, was fufficient for them ; 
few in number, and clofcly connected by 
affinity, by alliance, and by fituation ; at a 
time too when the period of human life 
was extended fo far beyond its prefent 

P Ifai. Ivii. t.5. ^ John iv. 23. 

c 2 limits. 
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limits^ it was eaiy for a family or a tribe# 
to tranfmit to their pofterity any trut^, or 
any fad:, without miftake or material al^ 
teration. 

But when population increafedr when 
colonies were fettled in diftant regions^ 
and unconne6led ilates were riiing into 
power, tradition loft its ule, and the in-? 
ftrudions which it had conveyed were gra- 
dually forgotten. No important leflbns 
could then be given for general ufe, un- 
til new channels of communication were 
opened, until the earth was not only peo- 
pled but civilized, until found philofophy 
had prepared the mind for the ftudy of ab- 
ftraA truths, and the familiar ufe of letters 
liad iupplied the means of making themt 
public. 

Thus, from the charafter of Chriftianity 
ttfelf, and from the general influence' which 
it was intended to have over the world, it 
may fairly be argued, that the mercy of 
God was as confpicuous in delaying the 
bleffing fb long, as it was in giving it at 
all; and, from what our own experience 

teaches 
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ttocbes Tjs, from the iniight' which we are 
permitted to have into the divine coun-' 
fels, partial and imperfed: as it is, it may 
aKb be argued, that, had not the bleffing 
been delayed fo long, it would have failed 
of its intended efFe<ft; unlefs indeed we 
fbppoie a conftant miracle to have attend- 
ed' its progrefs, and an overruling control to 
have fupported it ; which, had it been the 
cafe, would have fuperfeded the ufe of hu- 
man region, have deftroyed the free a- 
gency, and confequently the refponiibility 
of man, and have taken away all the merit 
of a rational faith, a faith founded upon 
conviftion. * 

From the period of its promulgation 
therefore, which hereafter I fhall Ihew to 
have been the moft proper that could have 
been devifed, and, from the gradual prepa- 
ration for its eftablilhment, we might in- 
fer the divine origin of Chriftianity on this 
ground merely, that the time and the pre- 
paration, if properly confidercd, reconcile 
the foreknowledge of God with the free^ 
dom of man. And here I would be con* 
tent to leave the fubjed for the prefent, 
c 3 were 
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were it not ncceffary to notice anotlier 
queftion, of high importance, which is fre* 
qucntly obtruded upon us. Suppofing that 
a knowledge of the Chriflian dodrines be. 
neccffary to eternal happinef^, what is to, 
become of thofe who lived before they 
were revealed ? or of thofe to whom the 
glad tidings of peace and falvation aS y«t 
have not been preached? . - 

Hercj as before, we might fairly plead, 
our ignorance of the counfels of God, our 
reludiance to pry with eager curiofity intO" 
that which, is hidden from us, and our dif^, 
pofition to be contented with that which. 
is plainly revealed. Simple and honcft 
minds, which are folicitous only for truth, 
will gladly admit the validity of fuch a- 
plea: but fimplicity and (inglenerfs of mind 
arc not the virtues of the enemies of .our. 
f^ith. . . / 

.III the declamations of the Heathen fo- 
pliifts, from whom our own Deiftical writ- 
ers have, liberally borrowed, we fin4 /re- 
q.uent comparifons between the intolerance 
of Chriftiarrity and t])e liberal fpirit of Pa*: 
. ^' . ; ganifm. 
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ganiTm. - Chiriilians^ ^dcclarpd, j.that they 
would have no Ihare in the celebration of 
Heathen myfteries ; they avowed their ab^* 
horrence of their iacrifices^ andj fteadily re-*" 
fufed to bow down before iheja: idols; 
therefore they were .pe^ecuted as the cne-^ 
mjies of mai]ikind^ as devoting to endleis^ 
peiriitioa, ^U .but th?. friends of their owiv 
f^^, and the converts, to their owa wor^ 

fllipv: ■,.. , . • . ,... i' ■ : ..•..- . . 'i,.; ;-j 

. ,J3ijtf was this e^er a juft accretion? 
!^^ from it; Chriftians>,it is true^ from> 
tl^e-ivpry.^rft publication of the Gofpel,, 
haitfQ.- uniformly declared^ that to inheiitt 
eter^^' falvation> we mufl have fai^ iBr 
Jefi^i? Chrift — that . he is the *' only Medi-l 
atorjh^twcen God and man'*' — that " eter- 
nal life. is the gift of God, through him'"« 
— and "that there 4S> no other ;i)am^ given- 
under heaven, by; which man cai) be* 

, JBkOt dO; Gbrifliaiv? i^cqndemni; vO^, . if fui- 

^r-^i::\'l:i ■ *■ .; ; .. . , . .• : c-:; . :. ^* ■•• 3 

' 1 Tim. ii.^. .,, ^Mtc^. vi.^aj. v . t 

* Afts iv. 12. 

■I i^i 4 rious 
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rioiis and' bigoted zealots have ever dcMie' 
{o, is it in Chnilianity to condemn thofe; 
to wkom thefe truths were never Iniowii? 
It cannot be— we pray indeed, that it 
would pleaie the Almighty to foften the 
hearts^ and to enli^iten ^e nnderftancHngs^ 
ci all his creatures: but God forbid, that 
iM^ ftould prefUme to fet bounds to his 
companion, tif to fayfidW far his mercjr 
and patient abiding Ihall be continued. ; 

For thofe indeed, who, h^ing once re-"^ 
ccivtd the ward, vol'toitiirifyapoftfeitize from* 
it ; who vilify and- trftdufecl the Revelation* 
itfelf, as if it were the ih^eiitioriof msok, 
and not the word of Godf; and who Id- 
hour, by felfe rcprefehtatibns of its hiftoiy, 
and perverfe interpretations of its doiftrines^ 
to leflen itis pra^cal influence upon man- 
kind; for tfhbfe, we do pronounce, upon 
the authority of our holy Teacher and his 
Apoftles, that the bittemefs of wrath is 
referved, and that, when he lliall hereafter 
appear in gtety^, the Lofrd will caft ^*rem 
out from his prefence, to the punilhment 
they have dc^rved. 

But 
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;^fitot we tifercr' affert/that fgnorance wiflT 
be a^ i*cafbtt for condemrratibn i 'wc hai't 
becir tattght^i \^hat is ftriftly conForroablc 
to our tK)tioiSi-of "the gooJncfs and mefcy 
of Gdd; by tlfcrfe, ^' to wbofn it Was giveft- 
to fee^ the'mjrfteries of heaveh" — we have 
been taught*' 'ffiat' 'fctrerjr allowAttce will be' 
rnaAe" f6r'm\t>twitdiy i^ that a 

^' man is accepted accotdiilg 1^6 that he 
hath, not according to that he hath not*;" 
and that, in Gbd'^-good time; the Religion 
o? thrift will become utiiverlSd : and, till 
that' ^drio\iis cretit tiakes place, we con- 
dtadd that the- merits of his (feath eitend 
their ittflueiictf even to thofe who ftill re- 
main in the' darknefs arid Ihadbw of death. 

\^ith; what confidence, then, can it be' 
afferted, that God is either partial in his 
dtlcovcries of truth, or tmjuft in his prO- 
rnifes of happinefs? Or upon what prin- 
ciple can it be maintained, that a reve- 
lation canfiot be divine, becaufe it was 
, gradtrally opened, and is not yet univerfal > 
j when our realbn teaches us, that iiich a 

* a Cor. lii. X2. 

rcvo-t 
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revelation could not have been commxui- 
catcd in any other way, cooiiftently with 
the general tenor of God's, governmcait; 
and the revelation itfelf e^prei^y declare^, 
that neither its promifes nor . its t^reatr 
cnings are limited, that futurity will prove 
its impartiality, and that, .when^thf veil is, 
withdrawn from our eyes^. all apparent in- 
equalities w^ill be done away* ;: . 






The very delay then, which is cpn^r^ 
plained of, is, as I have, remarked ^bef9rc^ 
'^thc ftrongeft argument, both of the wif-^j 
dom of God, and the juftice. of God; of, 
his wifdom, in proceeding flowly ;and fi-; 
:, "!. / - "" leiitly, by the operation of fecond caufes^ 
>^ -f/ / .';-^ to the fulfilment of his eternal purpofe ; 
of his juftice, in accumulating, for the oon- 
vidioi;^ of man, fuch an unbroken feries of 
teftimony, that no fbphiflry vy^ill ever be. 
able to prevail againfl: it. 



. ;^T-. 
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Confiflency of conduft, and uniformity 
of.defign, we always confider as infallible, 
criteria of wifdom. We admire the fa- 
gacity of mind, which can promptly choofe 
a wife end; the difcernment, which can 

fcleft 
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feled: the propereil: means for executing it; 
and the fortitude, which can go on ileadily 
to its completion, in defiance of difficulty 
or x)ppofition; A^ all the concerns of 
human life, our opinion of man's, wifdom. 
rifes in propcwrtion to the excellency of the 
end propofed, and the difficulty of tha 
means which lead to liiccefe.. : 

Doubtlefi it will be granted, that the r 
human ima^nation can conceive no end: 
eqiwd in magnitude and importance to the 
redemption of* mankind: and if it be poffible 
from the earlieft times, and the very firft 
ad of guilt and difobedience to God, to 
trace a plan, uniformly tending to the ac- 
compliihment of this great defign ; if it 
can be proved, from the eventful hiflory of 
one nation, that the frame of their go- 
vernment, their peculiar inftitutions, and 
the ritual of their worlhip, were all in' 
faft preparatory to this deiign : whilft the 
ihange reverfes of their fortunes, and their 
frequent viciffitudes, from power and opu- 
lence, to captivity and defolation, all con- 
tributed to promote it — if, meanwhile, the 
fame governing^ principle be found to con- 
trol 
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triA HhtMt^ bf ether people, Jtrwl fhc revcv 
Itttiwis bfdtfter* empires;' if-Aflyria, Pcrfift, 
Mkcfedbtti jtridTtomc, in purfiring tlicif owti 
afttibitiottt^fchcmcs of cdnqucft sttxd domi- 
riJott, atfe cml}r the blind agents in the ge- 
neral fcfieme of Protidence, ** howbeit they 
liieant not fo, ftekher did theif heart think 
fo'';' if all this can be proved; friinrthte 
undoubted evidence of hiftory, we may 
boldly 5lfk the'ftffidel, Whie^tli^r it dofefriiot 
bccdrtte^ Hfti t6 ciy'out,'vrttfi tiie Egyptiati 
Magi of ofd; *^ tfMs is the fingttr of GoclP.*" 

f Ifafe 16. jTr ^ - » Exod. viii. 19. 
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I DO NOT THIS FOR rOU& SAK£S« 
O fiOUS£ OF ISRAEX'f BUT FO& MINK 
HOLY NAM£/S SAKE. 

nr^ H E holy Prophet was permitted tp 
-X forefec, not only the conqueft and 
captivity of his brethren,, but their ftibfe- 
quent deliverance and reftoration to their 
native country. They were to fiifibr, he 
tells them, for their iniquities, for their 
negledt of the worfliip which God himfelf 
had prefcribed to them, and their attach- 
ment to the idolatries of Moab and Am- 
mon. But the juftice of God would in 
time be iatisfied; they were to return to 
Judsa, with a new heart and a new Ipi- 

riti 
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rit; God was to be again their God, and 
they were to be again his people ; and this 
was to take place, this fignal inftance of 
Divine mercy was to be exhibited to the 
world, not for their fakes. He reminds 
them, but for the fake of God*s holy 
name. 

To glorify his name, to teach mankind, 
that is, not only that there is a Creator 
and Governor of the univerfe, infinite in 
power and knowledge ; but that there h 
and can be only one fuch Being, and that 
He alone is the proper objeft of human 

{ worlhip; and to eftablilh the important 

doArine on the indifputable authority: of 
Revelation, as it was the chief ground and 
motive for all the viciffitudes in the for- 
. tunes of the Jewilh people, fb it was the 
firft ftep in the fcheme of God's provi* 

t dence, when He iummoned the faithful 

Abraham from an idolatrous country and 

U an idolatrous family, when He confirmed 

his belief by the evidence of works, which 
human power never could have efFeftcd, 
and rewarded his obedience by the pro^ 

mrfe. 
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nxifc, th^t " in his fee4 all the nations of 
the earth fliould be bleffed*." 

* An attempt to dcmonftrate the unity of 

th^ eternal Godhead would be foreign ta 

rafy defign : but it is of importance to 

confider, how it happened^ that a truth, 

revealed to the primitive ages, and difco- 

vcrabie in all ages by the dedudions of 

human reaibn, was gradually corrupted, 

and loft, as to all pradical purpofes, amidft 

the wild dreams and monfbpus inventions 

of Polythdifm ; and why it was neccflary, 

as a preparatory ilep, to the introduction 

of Chriftianity, that the knowledge of the 

only true God, the fohd rock upon which 

the fabric of all true religion muft be 

faifed, Ihould be taught and maintained, 

not in an obfcure corner, or a fmall and 

iniignificant community, but in the efta- 

bliihed wOrfliip of a numerous people, con- 

neded, as has been well obferved, either as 

allies, as tributaries, or as fubjefts, with 

every part of the civilized world. 

* Gen. xxii. i8. 

la 
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In reviewing the hiftory of Religion^ it 
is a point of extreme nicety and difficulty^ 
to diflinguifli exadly between the difco- 
Teries of reafbn and the remains of early 
tradition. Man is imdoubtedly^ in the 
very frame and conftitution of his nature^ 
a religious being; God has given him & 
confciouihefs of dependence and inferio* 
rity, a natural anxiety to difcover the wiU 
of his fuperior^ and a natural inclinattoil 
to offer up his adoration and thanksgiving, 
for the bleilings which he enjoys. Feeling 
this natural impulfe within us, and having 
long been taught to direct it in a rea&n- 
able fcrvice to its proper objeft, we are 
apt perhaps to think better of our own 
powers than we ought, and to call fbme 
truths^ truths of natural Religion, which 
are in reality the Revelations of God. 
It is, at all events, wifcr and lafer to at- 
tribute more to God, than to man ; and if 
we confider as a matter of fad, what ouf 
own reafon has done, we Ihall indeed be 
little inclined to prize it too highly. 

f' Ggd," as the Apoftle tells us, certainly^ 

** never 
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^' never 4eft himfelf without a withefs'*/* 
From the mighty works of his creation, it 
was at all times ealy to infer his power; 
from their beauty and utility, his goodnefs i 
and from their order, fymmetry, and regu- 
larity, his unity. 

So far it was the voice of* nature, and 
the concurrent opinion of all mankind, 
that there is one fupremc God, the Maker, 
Preferver, and Governor of the world ; and 
this may with ftri(6l propriety be called 
the Religion of Nature. 

But when it came to be a queftion, how 
the Supreme Being conduced his govern- 
ment, then began the grand miftake, from 
which all the abfurdities of Paganifm date 
their origin : for, while the Deity was fup- 
pofed to be Ihrouded in his own ineffable 
majefty, and abforbed in the contempla- 
tion of his own glory, he was beheld at an 
awful diftance, as the objed of fear and 
apprehenfion, rather than of love. The 
contemplation of his Power, and his Pro- 

^ A6ls xiv. 17. 

D ' vidence, 
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videncc, in luftaining and regulating the 
complicated lyftem of nature, did not lead, 
as it might have done, by fair and rational 
analogy, to juft notions of his moral go- 
vernment ; the clofe and intimate rela- 
tion which fiibfifts between God and man, 
as the Creator and the creature, was en- 
tirely overlooked ; and all accefs to the 
one Supreme was denied to man, except 
through the interceffion of his delegates, 
the fubordinate deities, who were luppofed 
to be the interpreters of his will, and the 
minifters of his power. 

From this Iburce were derived all the 
fiiSlions of Polytheifm, and all the grols 
and abominable corruptions of iymbolical 
worfliip. It was not that the exiftence of 
God was denied, or his Providence contro- 
verted, but that his unity was changed 
into a preeminence in rank and authority 
over a multitude of imaginary beings, who 
were reprefented as the agents and medi- 
ators between God and man ; his holy and 
incommunicable name was profaned by 
an union with idols ; his worfliip was aflb- 
ciated with theirs, and the glory due only 

to 
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to him was lavilhly beftowed upon the 
very loweft of his creatures. 

The facred Hiftorian has not precifely 
marked the firft rife of idolatrous worfhip ; 
but he has told us that it began early, 
and that, in defiance of repeated admo- 
nitions, the idolaters continued to increafe 
in number, and in wickednefs, till ** the 
meaiure of their iniquity was full ;" they 
ivere then fwept away from the face of 
the earth, by that great and awful difpen- 
lation, which has ftamped upon the form 
and the fubftance of the material world, 
indelible marks of the power of the Cre- 
ator. 

It was not long however before the de- 
fcendants of the " righteous remnant,'* 
who had been faved, forgot the miraculous 
prefervation of their anceftors ; and as foon 
as they had feparated from each other, and 
had fettled in the countries allotted to 
them by the efpecial appointment of God, 
we find them almoft immediately relapfmg 
into the very iniquities which had brought 
D 2 upoijL 
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u^n their forefathers fo terrible a puniih- 
ment. 

When the memory of early revelations 
was loft, and the Almighty had withdrawn 
himielfi from immediate communication 
with his creatures, nature taught them to 
look up to the heavenly bodies, whofe 
Iplendor was the continual objed: of their 
admiration, and whofe utility their daily 
experience teftified. In thefe glorious lu- 
minaries they fixed the refidence of thofc 
ideal beings, to whom they had affigned 
the office of mediation and interccffion 
with the Supreme Lord of the creation. 

Planetary worlhip then was the firft 
ftep in the career of falfehood ; and it was 
accompanied, as in rude and uncivilized 
focieties it naturally would be, not with 
the cheerful piety, and rational awe, which 
true Religion infpires, but with the reftlefs 
and harafling apprehenfions of iuperfti- 
tion; with fudden and unexpeded changes 
from hope to difappointment, and fron> 
joy and gladnefs to difmay and defpair. 

Againft 
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Againft this dreadful ftate of doubt and 
appreheniion, the Holy Spirit warns the' 
chofcn people of Ifrael: *' Learn not the 
-ways of the Heathen," fays the Prophet, 
" and be not difmayed at the figns of hea- 
ven, for the Heathen are difmayed at 
them'.'* 

The efFefts of this foperftltion upon the 
mind were as various as the viciffitudes of 
the elements are various and inconftant; 
at one time the face of nature is ferene 
and tranquil ; at another, the Iky is black 
with darkness; the heavenly bodies with- 
draw their influence, and the ftorm and 
the hurricane fpread defolation around. 

Hence aroie the diftinAion of good and 
evil demons, of whom the former were 
fuppofed to difpenfe to man the bleffings 
of the Creator, health, and plenty, and 
fruitful feafons; the \3Xt^x, his punifli- 
ments, ficknefs, and plague, and famine. 
Hence too it happened, that if men were 
at one time difpofed to adore the Creator, 

« Jer. ix. 14. 

D 3 as 
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as the beneficent Father of the univerfe, 
the Parent of good, impartially fliowering 
down his gifts upon all ; at another, they 
turned from him with dread and appre- 
henfion, as a morofe, tyrannical Being, 
fporting with the miferies of mortals, who 
delighted in gloomy and myfterious rites, 
and whofe fury was to be appeafed by the 
blood of his creatures. 

To the worfliip of the heavenly bodies 
fucce^ded that of deified men, following, 
it fliould feem, in a natural order, the pro^ 
grefi of <:ivilization, and. the improvements 
of ibcial life; for deified men were the 
founders of colonies, the inventors of ufeful 
^rts, the legiflators, who by wifdom had 
curbed the impetuofity of man, and taught 
him the great duty of fubmiffion to legal 
authority, and the heroes, who by their 
valour had extended the dominion and in- 
creafed the prolperity of their native coun- 
try. 

Gratitude for benefits received might 
perhaps be the original motive for wor- 
ihippin^the benefador ; but pride and va- 

, '^ nity 
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nity perpetuated what gratitude began ; 
and while the people offered their incenfc 
at the Ihrines of the heroes, whofe actions 
they had been taught to venerate, the de- 
fcendants of the illuftrious characters glo- 
ried in the poffeffioh of ftatues, and gene- 
alogies, which authenticated their alliance 
to Divinity. 

From the union of thefe two branches 
of idolatrous worfhip arofe a third, a 
ftrange and motley compound, which de- 
fcended to the adoration of attributes, and 
paffions, of vices and virtues, and even of 
plants and animals*'. 

Such is the general outline of the rile 
and progrefs of Gentile idolatry ; the ori- 
gin is ever the fame ; and however it might 
ibmetimes aflume more brilliancy of orna- 
ment to pleafe the eye, and more feduc- 
ing allurements to fafcinate the imagina- 
tion, and to corrupt the paffions, the fame 

* For 9 fuller view of the origin and progrefs of ido- 
latrous worfhip, the reader is referred to the " Divine Le- 
gation of Mofes Demonftratcd." Book iy. feft, 4. J\ '■ j ^ 

. ^. . / . \ ' . A*' '^' ^^'^'' n/j - , 
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general principle may be traced from the 
Sabian idolatry of Chaldca, through the pol- 
luted channel of Egyptian fuperilition^ un- 
til we fee it undpr all the advantages of 
beautiful poetry, and the pageantry of 
ganies and feftivals, in the temples of 
Greece and Rome. 

To give more than the general outline 
is not neccflary to my argument ; and 
were it neceflary, I fliould be loth, befo». 
an ,audience of Scholars, to enter into & 
detail which the general courfe of their 
fludies has familiarized to them; ^nd, God 
knows, it is at all times a painful taflt to? 
purfue the wanderings of the human mind 
through fuch an inextricable labyrinth of 
" erroj and abfurdity. 

. But where, it may be afked, amidft fuch 
a n|ultipliqity of imaginary Deities, whilft 
\* ^ the glory of the incorruptible God, was 
changed into an image made like to cor-r 
ruptible man, and to birds, and four foot- 
ed beafts, and creeping things" — where 
> 

• Rom. i. 23. 

was 
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was the notion to be found of one Su- 
preme God, which even the Heathen 
world had not entirely loft, although 
*^ ^knowing God, they worlhipped him not 
as God ?" 

The belief, or the perfuafion then, for 
I by no means affert that it was a jaft and 
accurate knowledge, ^fted in the colleges 
of the priefts, and £he fchools of the phi- 
lofbphers; and of the philofophers, the 
weakeft declared, that variety of worlhip 
xnuft be grateful to a Being delighting in 
ihe concord and harmony of his works. 
The wifeft maintained, that a myfterious 
veil muft be thrown over the awful truth, 
which was too ekcellent for vulgar minds 
to comprehend: and the priefts mean- 
while carefully fecluded from general no- 
tice a doftrine, which, had it been pub- 
licly avowed, would have expofed the fal- 
lacy of their auguries, their oracles, their 
vows, and their iacrifices, and have demo- 
Itfhed at one blow the whole fabric of 
gainful iiiperftition. 

^ Rom. i, 21. 

Thus, 
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Thus, while in the one cafe upon prin- 
ciple, and in the other from felf-intcreft, 
the knowledge of God was hidden in the 
dark and impenetrable (hade of myfleries, 
the uninitiated multitude were left to the 
uncontrouled indulgence of their paflions. 
At all times, and under all circumftances, 
iymbolical worfhip has been accompanied 
by corrupt and profligate morals ; it is eaiy 
to fee why it muft be fo ^ it follows 
neccflarily and immediately, as a confe- 
qucnce of that miftake which I have ftated 
to be the original caufe of Polytheifai — 
the notion of iiibordinatc Deities, who 
have their feparate and diftin<9; offices af- 
figned to them under the one- Supreme 
Caufe, in the adminiftration and govern- 
ment of the world. 

Moral virtue confifts in the pradice of 
thofe duties which our relative fituation in 
fbciety demand ; and thofe duties are of 
indifpenfable obligation, becaufe it is the 
tvill of God that his creatures ihould lb- 
a<ft, as to promote the happinefs of each 
other. But a variety of Gods may, and 
perhaps neceflarily muft, produce a variety 

of 
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of wills; and then it becomes a queftion, 
■who is to be ©beyed ? And if we go a ftep 
farther, and luppofe it poffible that the ex- 
ample of any of thofe Gods fliould be vi- 
cious, then we muft conclude it to be 
their will, that man Ihould be vicious alfo: 
and in this way we may account for that 
black and dreadful catalogue of vices, 
which the Apoftles continually enume- 
rate in their pictures of the Gentile 
' world. 

Such then being the ftate of by far the 
greater part of the world, when our Sa- 
viour entered upon his public miniftry, if 
the reprefentation which I have given of 
their worlhip and their praAice be juft, 
what can we fuppofe would have been 
the fate of our holy Religion, unleis the 
wifdom of Providence in the general de- 
pravity had preferved a chofen feed, who, 
*' although their hearts were hardened, and 
their underflandings darkened," blindly ac- 
complilhed the purpofes of his will, by 
prcfcrving in the volumes of their Religion, 
the hiftory of the early Revelations, on 
which the Gofpel was founded, and by 

adoring 
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adoring in their public worfliip none but 
the God of their fathers, the Holy One of 

IfracI ? 

To cftabllfii a new religion in any cafe 
murt: be a work of great difficulty ; but to 
cftablifli it upon the ruins of inveterate 
pTejudices, and of opinions ian<5lioned by 
time, and by habit; to tell men, that all 
that they hnre hitherto been taught is faMe, 
and that all the imprefficxis which their 
education has given them arc rK>thing 
more than *' lying vanities;** inftead of 
^nting them the free indulgence of their 
irrclinations and their appetites, to impofe 
rigid and ftrvere rcftraints upon both ; to 
expofe the nothingnefi of the faireft ideal 
pi(5hire of virtue, and the brighteft exte- 
rior femblance of morality; and to require 
truth and purity in the inward parts ; all 
this is a tall: furpaffing the powers of a 
htrftiatt teacher, and this was the tafk of 
Chrift and his Apoflles. 

Let us fuppoic then that a perfbn had 
come with this defign, not to Jerufalem, 
but to any of the celebrated cities of the 

Gen- 
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Gentiles, to Corinth, Athens, or Rome; 
that, without any previous cxpeiftation ci 
his appearance, he had announced hlmfelf 
as the meflenger of God ; let his addrcis 
be made, not to the wealthy, the powerful, 
or the wife, but, as our blefl'ed Saviour's 
a<^ually was, to the poor, the lowly, and 
the ignorant; let him command them, 
with the tone and authority of a teacher 
fcnt from God, to give up their cftabliihed 
belief, to quit their former habits, to re- 
pent of their fins, and to be converted ; — 
what would have been the effed, is it 
probable, of fuch a fummons ? If they had 
been able to reftrain their indignation, at 
hearing that the Deities, which they had 
long been accuftomed to reverence and 
adore, were now to be forfaken and dc- 
/pifed ; if there had been calmnefs and 
moderation enough to reafon and argue 
upon the fubjeft, would not the firft quef* 
tion have been, Who is the God you 
fpeak of, and what is his name ? 

Here then it would have b^cn necef- 
fary, in the firft inllance, to have proved 

the 
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the exiftence of one Supreme God, the 
Creator and Governor of the univerfe ; to 
have proved his attributes, his power, his 
wifdom, and his juftice; to have proved, in 
fliort, all the great truths of natural Re* 
ligion, upon which Chriftianity is founded. 

. You tell us, they would have faid, that 
you are a m^ffenger from God; convince 
us therefore, firft, that the God you call 
upon us to obey really exifts ; that he did, 
as you pretend, create the univerfe by his 
power; and that he now fuftains, direfts, 
and governs it by his Providence ; and then 
it will be time for us to confider, whether 
the lyftem which you offer us be really his 
revealed will, or not. 

But let us change the fcene, and ob- 
fcrve our bleffed Lord addreffing himfelf 
to the inhabitants of Jerufalem : here he 
came to his own. The foundation of the 
religion which he deiigned to teach was 
already laid in the popular opinions, and 
the national faith. The unity of God was 
acknowledged by all ranks and all d©- 

fcriptions 
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fcriptions of men ; a call to repentance ex^ 
cited no aftonifhment, and caufed no pre- 
judice, in the firft inftance, againft his doc- 
trines, becaufe it was immediately con- 
nefted with all the legal ceremonies of 
their Religion, and all the principal fafts 
of their hiftory ; and a claim to the office 
and charafter of a Meffiah in the firft in- 
ilance prepoffeffed them in favour of the 
perfbn who made it, becaufe all the Pro- 
phets had given them the promife of a de- 
liverer; and it was the firft and fondeft 
wifh of their hearts, to witnels the accom- 
pliftiment. 

" Let the counfel of the Holy One of Is- 
rael draw^ nigh^, and where is the promiie 
of his coming**?" were become almoft pro- 
verbial expreffions amongft the Jews ; fb 
that a teacher, calling himfelf the Chrift, 
was certain at leaft of finding hearers ready 
to attend to his inftruftions, and eager to 
examine his pretenfions. Then there was 
time to obferve his character and his con- 
duft ; to difcufs the nature of his miracles, 

« Ifaiah v. 19. *» 2 Pet. ii. 3, 4. 

and 
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and to feel the intrinfic purity of his doc-^ 
trines, and the fuperior force of his arga — 
ments, till at length a body of witneflbs 
was formed ; then it was immaterial^ as to 
its progrefs^ that is^ and its future fuccefs^ 
whether the nation at large admitted the 
new Religion j or not; indeed their very 
rejedion of it was, as it turned out, a coa- 
vincing argument of its truth. 

It was with a view therefore to guard 
. the fimdamental doftrincs of Revelation 
from the contagion of falfehood, and, by fo 
doing, to aid and aflift the firft publication 
of the Gofpel, that God thought fit to fe- 
parate the Jewifh nation from the reft of 
mankind; that he favoiued them, above 
all other people, by difclofing to them, 
from time to time, " the deep and fecret 
things of his wifdom ;" and that he made 
them the depofitaries of truth, by com- 
mitting to their cuftody the living oracles 
of his word. 

In what manner this feparation was ef- 
fected, and by what admirable methods 
the Providence of God contrived to inter- 
weave 
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weave and conneft their cftablilhment as 
a church, with their civil polity as a Hate, 
imd to make the religious code of the for- 
mer both the hiftory and the legal infti- 
tutes of the latter, fo that no fufpicion of 
fraud or forgery can, with any reafon, be 
urged againft either, is a point of liich ma- 
terial importance, that it deferves a Se- 
parate difcuffion : I Ihall referve it thiere- 
fore for a future difcourle. 

It cannot, meanwhile, be expelled, that 
I Ihould enter into a formal refutation of 
the frivolous cavils, and, to call them by 
no worfe a, name, the poor and vulgar 
jefts, with which free-thinking philofophers 
have attacked the fcheme of a favoured 
people, as if God could have any favour- 
ites^ but thofe who love and obey him, 
and whofe principal aim it is, ** to do 
juftly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
before him';" or as if the Father of man- 
kind, whofe mercy is over all his works, 
could have Ihut up the knowledge of him- 
felf within the narrow precinils of a par- 
ticular church, unlefs it had been with a 

' * Micah vi. 8. 

E defign, 
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dcfign, worthy incjced of Im care, and i>c- 
coming the wifdora of his Providence, 
upon the fame foundation gradually to 
ered: the- univerfal Church of Chrift. 

The fentence of the Prophet, which I 
have quoted in my text, explains the 
whole oeconomy : '^ It is not for your 
lakes, O houfe of Ifrael, that I do this, but 
for mine holy Nome's fake''." It is not on 
account of your own merits, or for the 
fake of your own profperity, that I have 
diftinguifhed you with peculiar marks of 
my favour ; bi;t i^ is to glorify my great 
name, that all the woi'ld may fee and con- 
fefs, that I am indeed the tme God, and 
that there is ;ione other befide me. : -^ ' 

^ Ezek. xxxvi. 22. 
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NUMBERS x»u. 9, 

1.0, th£ people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned a- 

moNGST THE NATIONS. 

HAVING Ihewn in my former Dif- 
coiirfe, that, if Polytheifin had been 
uniyerfal, Chriftianity could not have been 
promulged, and that it pleafc4^ the Al- 
mighty, for that rcafon, to ieparate the 
Jcwilh nation from the reft of mankind, 
in order to make them the guardians of 
his Revelations, I now proceed to lay be- 
fore you a view of the methods by which 
that reparation was efftded. 

E 2. The 
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r- » The Prophet of Midian was iuminoned 
by the King of Moab, in the true fpirit 6f 
idolatry, to imprecate the vengeance of 
heaven upon the choien people ; but the 
Holy Spirit gave him utterance,, and he 
bleffed where he was defired to curie. He 
forefaw, through the whole courfe of their 
eventful hiflory, the msMpked difcrimination 
of their charafter, the peculiarity of their 
government, and their refidence in the pro- 
mifed land undei: the immediate proteftion. 
of God; and in terms of benedii^on fi- 
itiilar to thofc which were ufed by their 
own Patriarch % and their own Legiflator% 
he pronounced that ** Ifrael Ihould dwell 
alone." As there was at that time no 
probability, humanly fpeaking, that the li^ 
raelites would- ever be. able to expel thic 
inhabitants of the country which they were 
going to invade, and even if we liippofe 
that -conqueft. to have been probable, as ^a 
diftind; and feparate exiftence is contr^fjr 
to all the maxirns of human policy, and to 
thcf natural: inclinations and wifhes of the 



* Numb. xxli. ' **'.Gcn,xUx. 8. 

^ Deut. xxxiii. 28. 



human 



S E R'M O N III. 



53 



human hearty which lead nationst as well 
as individuals^ to intercourfc arid com- 
merce, and affociation with each other, 
nothing but the forefight of God could 
have conceived the poflibility of fo extra- 
ordinaiy a fa6l, and nothing lefs than the 
power and the wifdom of God could have 
brought it to pafs. 

Let us fee then how the Almighty con* 
trived, whilft all other nations were tending 
to union and connexion with each other, 
and prided thcmfelves upon the com- 
munity of their religion, to keep his pecu- 
liar people at a diftance from all others, 
and to make even their vices and their 
prejudices fubfervient to the purpofes of 
Reparation and diftinftion. 

The government of the Jews differed from 
every other government in this fundamental 
point ; that the lupreme power of the ftate 
xciided neither in a man, nor in a body of 
men, but in God : whatever title, or what- 
ever authority, was given to their chief ma- 
giftratcs, whether they were Judges, Kings, 
or High Pricfts, they were ftriftly and pro* 
B 3 P^^h' 
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perly the dd^ates of the Sopreme God. 
Thus there was no diftin^oa whatever 
between their eftabliflunent as a chiirdi> 
and thdr conftitution as a political body ; 
for the laws, which were framed to iecurc 
and preferve the worfhip of the one troe 
God, were in faft the civil laws of the 
people, and a branch of their political go* 
vemment. 

Such were the terms of the original co« 
venant between God and his people. He 
had chofen them for his ilibje^b, as well 
as his worfhippeis ; and th^ had admow^ 
Icdged him for their King, as well as their 
God. ** Say to them/' was the command 
of the Almighty to Moles, " lay to them. 
If ye will obey my voice, and keep my 
covenant, then ye Ihall be a peculiar trea- 
liire to me above all people ; ye Hiall be 
unto me a kingdom of priefts, and an holy 
nation*^:" and the anfwef of the people 
was, " All that the Lord hath fpoken, that 
will we do •.** 

In all human Ibcietics, obedience to the 
* Exod. xix. 5. « Exod. xix. 8. 

laws 
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laws- which protect bim is the virtue of 
the citizen ; in the Theocracy of the Jews, 
it was his religion : for, as their own Hif- 
torian tells us, Mofes did not make Reli- 
^on a part of virtue; but moral virtue, 
juiHce, that is, temperance, and fortitude, 
good order, and all the great duties which 
cement and confblidate the fabric of civil 
ibciety, the Divine Legiflator made parts 
of Religion^ 

Here then at once there is a manifeft 
diftin<%on between the people of God and 
all other nations, in the very effential and 
fundamental articles of their conftitution : 
a diftinftion, neceffarily caufed by the pri- 
mary defign and end of their feparation ; 
which, as we have leen, was to preferve 
the pure worfliip of the one invifible God, 
and to tranfmit to pofterity all the great 
truths of Religion, which naturally flow 
from that iburce. 

God then being the Supreme Magif- 
trate of their ftate, idolatry, which was an 
cxprefs violation of the- compaft between 

^ Jofephus contra Apioif, lib. ii. fc6t. i6. 

E 4 the 
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the Governor and the governed, a trani^ 
greflion^ as it is called, of. the covenant, 
was punlflied with the lame rigour with 
which human legiilators have at all times, 
and in all ages, juftly puniflied ads of 
treafbn and rebellion againil the ibvereign 
authori^' of the ftate. 

Wherever the Ifraelite came, he was to 
aflert the great and glorious name of Je- 
hovah, to proclaim the iniquity of wor- 
ihipping ftrange Gods, to break down their 
images, to deftroy their groves, and tiam* 
pie upon their altars; and with the ido- 
laters themfclves, if they perfifted in their 
crimes, he \%^s to form no league or 
treaty whatever, to fliew them no , mercy 
or compaflion, but to fmite and utterly 
deftroy them. 

And if amongll his own people, or his 
own tribe, or even in the bofom of bis 
ov/n family, any inclination fhould be 
found to emulate the corruptions of his 
neighbours, or any attempt be made to fc- 
duce him from his allegiance to the only 
true God, he is coipmanded to punilh in- 

ftantly ; 
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ftantly ; neither the habits of long and fa- 
miliar acquaintance., nor the endearments 
of friendlhip, nor even the ties of filial and 
parental affection, s^re to withhold his hand 
from ftriking the blow. "If thy brother, 
the Ion of thy mother, or thy fon, or thy 
daughter entice thee fecretly, iaying. Let 
us go and ferrc .other Gods^ which thou 
haft not known, thou Ihalt not conient 
unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither 
fliall thine eye pity him; but thou Ihalt 
furely kill him, becaufe he hath thought 
to thruft thcc away from the Lord thy 
God«." 

Thus the great diftindion of Religion 
was enforced by the pofitive prohibition of 
all community of worlhip with idolaters, 
even by the exprefs command of extirpat- 
ing them wherever they exifted ; and upon 
, their ftcady and faithful perfeverance in 
the worftiip of the God of their fathers, 
depended entirely their poffeffion of the 
country which he had given to them, the 
peace and happinefs of individuals, and the 
general profperity of their empire. 

t Deut. xiil. C — 9. 

To 
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To forbid, under fcvcrfe penalties, what 
others love and cultivate, is the fcvtrcd 
method of drawing a boundary: between 
thofe we wilh to feparate: thus the Jcw8 
were exprefsly commanded not to paiS 
their children through tKe fire, like th6 
barbarous worfhippcrs of Moloch ^; not to 
disfigure or wound their bodies, like the 
followers of Baal ; not to perform the afts 
of dTvotion in high places, in gloomy ca- 
vems, or obfcure receffes; nor throw tie 
Ihade of myftery over their worlhip, by 
planting impenetrable graves inr the neigh- 
bourhood of their tabernacles *. 

But whilft all imitation of the honid 
rites of tfieir neighbours, and the abfiird 
iuperftition of other nations, was exprclsly 
prohibited- to the Jews, God gave them a 
ritual and a praftical fyftem of worlhipl, 
which of itfelf was eminently calculated to 
gain upon their minds, and to fecure then! 
from the contagion of Polytheifm. 

In the days of the Patriarchs the 'pom- 
poys and majeftic difplay of ceremonious 

^ Levit. xviii. 21. * Deut. 16. 21. 

worlhip 
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wor(hip was not riccciTary; the fruits of 
the earth, and the firilltngs.of the flocks 
were heaped upon the rude and iimple 
altar, which the tribe or the family con- 
fecrated to that pious ufc in the vicinity of 
theif camp: thither the devout believer 
repaired to cohlidt, as appears to hai^c 
been the cafe, the oracle of God in cafes 
<^ difficulty, to offer up thanksgivings for 
mercies and benefits received, and to pour 
forth prayers for future happinefs. 

But in after times a numerous multi-*^ 
tude, devoted to, fcnfible objeds, pleafed 
with the falfc worlhip of the country 
which they had quitted, and in that in 
which they were, afterwards fettled, fur- 
rounded by nations who delighted in ihew 
and pageantry, and all the external glare 
of fymbolical worfliip; a people fo tir- 
cumflanced reqtiired fomething more or- 
namental than the primitive fimpticity of 
thetr forefathers, to fecure them from die - 
allurements of falfe religion, and to attach 
them to the naked purity of truth. 

tjrod therefore in his mercy, allowing 

for 
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for their natjiral weakncis, and wilhing 
that the awful truth of his Godhead might 
be firmly rooted in their minds, that thej 
might be without excufe if they looked 
clfewhere for protedion, and offered up to 
others the homage due only to their God, 
in confideration to their infirmities gaw 
them vifible tokens of his continual pre- 
fence amongfl them. Here it was that 
the patience and long lultcring of God 
difplayed themfelves in the mofl ftriking 
manner, by every poflible accommodation 
to ' their inclinations and their prejudices, 
nay, I may fay, even to their capricibiU 
partialities. 

It was not enough that the great truth 
of the unity of the Godhead w^as formally 
announced in the prefence of the aflcm- 
bled congregation, and that the adoration 
of flrange Gods was exprefsly forbid ; in 
addition to the pofitive command, andfhe 
pofitive prohibition, other means were tried 
to guard the chofen race from the pot^-- 
tions of idolatry. 

To their great progenitor the Almighty 

had 
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had announced himfelf as the God of his 
family, and to his dcfcendants afterwards, 
as the tutelary God of the nation. Whilft 
the nations of Canaan .are creeling altars 
to the Gods of their own creation, the 
Gods of the hills, as they were called, and 
the Gods of the valleys, the Holy One of 
Ilrael, in compliance with the prevailing 
prejudices, affumes a name : ^* Tell them,'* 
fays he^ when he invefts his chofen fervant 
with his high commiffion, ^< Tell them, 
that 1 AM hath fent me unto you*^." 

In the wildernefs the tent of Mofes was 
diftinguillied by the appearance of Divine 
glory before it. Afterwards the chofen 
fervant of the Almighty was commanded 
to ereft a fplendid tabernacle from the 
pattern which he faw exhibited on the 
mount ; in this tabernacle was placed the 
ark of the covenant, and here the glory of 
the Lord refided ; the Holy One of Ifrael 
iat between the cherubims': from hence 
the oracles of God were uttered ; and be- 
fore this refidence of the Moft High, the 
high Prieft appeared annually on the great 

^ Exod. iii. 14. 

^ 2 Sam. vi. 2. 2 Kings xix. 15. Pfalm xcix. i. 

day 
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day of expiation, when he was to itiediate 
for the fins^ of all the people^ 

When the nation had advanced in its 
conqucft of the promifed land, this holy 
tabernacle was fixed at Shiloh ; and when 
the conqucft was complete, as far at leaft 
as God intended that it fhould be carried> 
at that fplendid period of their profperity, 
when •* there was peace in all the land^ 
and every nian fat under his vine, and 
under his fig-tree*,** the mercy-feat was 
removed to the city of Jerufalem, and was 
plated in the hbufe of God with All the 
pomp and decoration of oriental magni* 
ficence. 

From the earlieft times therefcwe they 
were never without the aftual prefencc etf 
God dwelling amongft them ; the external 
iymbols of this preftnce increased in ^Icn- 
dor with their national profperity; and 
when they themfelves were at the zenith 
of their jx)wer, the Temple of their God' 
y^'^as the glory of the world. 

• I Kings iv. 25. 

As 
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, As the Almighty, though a piire Spirit, 
and to be adored in fpirit and in truth, 
disdained not to refide, and to be wor- 
fliipped, in a temple made with hands ; fo 
alfo, firom the fame principle of heavenly 
benevolence, he prefcribed the order and 
the offices of the priefthood, vi^ho were to 
attend continually upon his fervicc ; their 
offerings, their employments, nay, even 
the veiy minute detail of their drcfles, and 
their ordinary life. 

I mean not at prefent to enter into a 
ininute examination of the ceremonial 
Law ; at a future time I ihall attempt to 
explain the figurative nature of this Law, 
at^d to (hew that, under the wifeft of ita 
ordinances, many of the myilerious and 
awful traths of Chriflianity were obfcureljr 
pourtrayed : but at prefent I have only to 
urge, that its high iblemnities and iplendid 
feftivals contributed to aflifl the great pur- 
pofe of feparation, by gratifying the fond- 
neis of the people for external ihew, and 
prcfenting continually to their minds the 
power and the goodnefe of their own 
God. 

The 
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The fabbath itfclf, tlie earlicft and moiit 
facred of their religious inftitutionS, was ^ 
continual memorial of the creation, re- 
minding them, as often as it returned, of 
that day on which the Almighty had rett- 
ed from all his works, and faw that they 
were good. The Pafchal flipper reminded 
tliem of their deliverance, when the angel 
of the Lord fmote the Egyptian, and 
ipared the Ifraelite. The feaft of Taber- 
nacles recalled to their recoUedlion their 
long and fevere trials in the wildernefs, 
when every moment of their exifterice 
was in faft a teftimony of the power of 
God, and of his Providence watching over 
their fafety ; and the feaft of Pentccoft 
was a perpetual record of the promulgatioh 
of their Law from Mount Sinai, of the 
miniftry of angels, the thunderings and 
lightnings, and all the mighty figns and 
wonders which accompanied the Tearful. 
prefence of their God. 

Thus it was wifely and providentially 
contrived, that the moft public and iblemn 
a)d.s of their Religion fhould perpetuate the 
memory of the moft ftr iking occurrences 
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in their hiftory ; and upon all thofe occa- 
iions it was ufual to fix the impreffion ftill 
deeper in the minds of the people, by a fum- 
mary recapitulation of all which had been 
done for them, and all the fignal ads which, 
by the Providence of God, they had at- 
.chieved ; and this was done with all the 
glow and the ardour of poetical enthu- 
liafm ; in fongs of triumph for deliverance 
and vid:ory, and hymns of gratitude for 
quiet and peaceable poflcliion of the pro- 
mifed land. 

Whilft the folemn preparation, and the 
iplendid exhibition of thefe ftated feflivals, 
attached the people to their rehgion, they 
alfo anfwered the important purpofe of at- 
taching them to the country of their inhe- 
ritance : what was the particular ufe of 
increafmg this, and of confining all their 
hopes and all their wifhes to their pof- 
feffions in the land of Canaan, will be {ten 
hereafter ; at prefent I am only concerned 
to prove the facl. 

From the original promife made to A- 
braham, the inheritance of the land of 

F Canaaa 



66 SERMON III. 

Canaan had been at all times the great 
objed: of the wilhes of his pofterity, and 
the point to which all their views were 
dire<5lcd. A peridft of more than four cen- 
turies of fervitude and oppreffion in Egypt 
had not obliterated the remembrance of 
the promife, nor leflened the fond expec•^ 
tation of its accomplilhment. At the firft 
fummons they were ready to put them- 
felves under the guidance of a leader, who 
undertook to conduft them to the haven 
of their wifties; and the wanderings of 
forty years in dreary and inhofpitable de- 
farts, although they tempted them oftea 
to murmur and repine, to rebel againft 
the authority of their conduAor, and even 
to accufe the moft High God of injufHcc, 
yet ftill they could not extinguifh, nsqr, 
they even increafed, the ardent longing for 
the pofleflion of that happy land, which 
was to repay them for all their fufJcr- 
ing. 

It was natural, therefore, when they at 
laft poflefled this expeAed country, when 
they found it to be fertile and rich beyond 
their hopes, *' a land of wheat and bar- 
Icy, 
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ley, and vines, and fig trees, and pome- 
granates, a land of oil-olive and honey"," 
it was natural that they Ihould love and 
cherifh it with the moft partial attach- 
nient ; but this attachment the wifdom of 
God augmented and confirmed. 

In the firft place their religion was lo- 
cal ; it was fixed folely to Jerufalem ; and 
the great duties of it could be no where 
clfe , performed, fo that as often as the 
ftated feafon of their feftival returned, all 
Jews, of whatever defcription, or wherever 
their refidence might be, were to go up to 
the holy city to celebrate their feftivals ; 
the law was abfolute, and of indifpenfable 
obligation. 

In addition to this obligation there was 
another law, lanAified indeed by a reli- 
gious ceremony, but in itfelf of a nature 
purely civil : it was impoffible tor an If- 
laelite to alienate his property ; the ori- 
^nal allotment was to remain unalterable ; 
and whatever changes or variations might 
be made, they were conftantly to be rec* 

» Deut. yiii, 8. 

F ij . tified 
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tified at the feaft of Jubilee; "for then/^ 
fays the law*, '* ye fhall return every man 
unto his poffeffion **." 

It is eafy ta fee the confequences of 
this right of redemption ; that while the 
nation at large was preserved one and en- 
tire, each tribe feparatcly, and each family, 
were careful to preferve their own records, 
to afcertain their own rights, and to claim 
their own property ; a point of material 
importance in the difpenlations of Pro- 
vidence. Bethlehem Ephratah thus re- 
mained in the portion of Judah, and the 
lineage of Jefle was preferred to the days 
of the Meffiah pure and unmixed^ and fe- 
parate from the genealogy of every other 
family in Judea. 

The great principle of feparation was 
thus purfucd within the general outline of 
the whole community, through all the 
fubordinate divifions, and all the inferior 
claffes of fociety ; and whilft the nation, 
was diftinguilhed as a peculiar people from 
all other people, every tribe and every, fa- 

• D«ut. iii. ao. 

mily 
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mily had feme appropriate character, and 
fbme J)eculiar privileges, by which they 
were feparated and difcriminated from 
one another. 

If, from their public inftitutions, and the 
greater cerenionies of their Religion, we 
turn our eyes to their ordinary occupations, 
and the habits of common life, we ihall 
fee throughout the marks of the fame de- 
fign, and the efFeds of the fame principle 
of difcrimination. 

From the moment of his birth the Jew 
was marked as a being diftindt from the 
reft of mankind : the initiatory rite of cir- 
cumcifion lirft ftamped him as the fervant 
of God, and admitted him to the privi- 
leges of the Patriarchal covenant. As his 
realbn opened, he was educated, not in 
the rudiments of human fcience, but in 
the precepts of Divine wifdom ; the holy 
volume of the Law was opened before 
him ; on that he wa^s told to meditate 
day and night, " to talk of it when he fat 
in his houfe, and when he walked by the 
way ; to bind it for a fign upon his hands, 
F 3 -V and 
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and a frontlet between his eyes ; to write 
it upon the pofts of his houfe^ and upon 
his gates '." 

In his Law he found a provifion, not 
only for the higher moralities^ and the 
more important duties, upon which the 
very exiftence of civil fociety depends^ but 
for all the minu£e occurrences of common 
life, and all the accidental circumftances 
\vhich human legiflators pafs by without 
notice, becaufe they either confider them 
as matters of indifference, or do not foreiee 
that they will happen. 

For the fafliion of his drefs, his diet,L 
and the conftrudion of his dwelling, the 
Jew found in the volumes of his Law, cer«^ 
tain and precife regulations ; and if he 
went forth to the labour of the field, the 
cattle he was to ufe in his tillage, the feed 
he was to fow, and the time and mode of 
gathering his harvefl into his garners, were 
all the fubjeds of particular and appro-^ 
priate laws. 

P Dcut. vi. 7 — 9. 

By 
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By fuch apparently trivial means did 
the Almighty wifdom contrive to fix upon 
his , people a peculiar and difcriminate 
character. For every action of their 
lives there was a rule prefcribed, which 
limited the particular bias and inclina- 
tion of his niind ; and it was not matter 
of choice whether they fhould follow this 
rule or not; it was indifpenfably rlecef- 
fary; and punilhment inftantly followed 
the violation of it, unlefs by the a- 
tonemcnt of his offerings and facrifices, 
the ofi^nder could appeaie the anger of 
God, - 

In all ages, and under every variety of 
fituation, of knowledge, of power, or of 
<Jepreffion, man muft, in the effential cha- 
radleriftics of his nature, be ftill the fame ; 
his paffions, and his affedions, however 
modified by circumliances, in their origin 
and their principles were precifely fimilar : 
but climate will Ibmetimes give them a 
phyfical alteration, and education and cuf- 
tom a moral habitude. But in no people 
that ever exifted in the world do we fee 
the cfFeds of law and cuftom ,marked in 
F 4 fuch 
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fuch ftrong and legible charaAers, as in the 
people of IfraeL 

Apud ipfbs fides obftinata, fed adveiius 
omnes alios hoftile odium ''^ was the well 
known cenlure of Tacitus. But we need ' 
not go to the hiftorians or the fatirifts of 
Rome, who defpifed and hated them, for 
a pidiire of their defects ; out of the 
mouth of their own countrymen vfe may 
condemn them ; their fuilen pride, thev 
determined obftinacy, and their bigotry, 
are the continual topics of cenfurc and 
animated invedives, in all their Hiftorians 
and all their Prophets ; and in later times, 
the holy Apoftle, who knew them well, 
declares, ** that they pleafed not God, and 
were contrary to all men '." 

If we advert to the fpirit, nay, even to 
the letter pf the Mofaic Law, though ^all 
communion with idolaters was cut off, 
there was nothing that could be conftrued 
into an approbation of want of friendlhip, 
or want of hofpitality; nothing certainly 
that juftifies enmity or hatred to the reft 



« Tacit. r I i^eff. ii. 15. 



of 
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cjf mankind. Let him forfake the wor- 
iliip of ftrange Gods, and the :(irangcr that 
fojourned in the land* was to be loved 
and cherifhed, as well as the defcendant 
from the ftock of Abraham ; communion 
of Religion and religious privileges were 
denied to none ; and the profely te of ri^t- 
coufnefs, if he fubmittcd to the conditions 
of the covenant, became to all intents and 
purpofes an Ifraelite, and was admitted to 
a participation of all the privileges of the 
nation. 

But ftill the real defcendants of the Pa- 
triarch cherifhed in their own minds a fan- 
cied fuperiority over the convert^ whoever 
he might be ; the promifes made to their 
anceftors continually founded in their ears; 
that his name would be great, *' that he 
would be a bleffing and a great nation ;" 
" that God would blefs them that blefled 
him, and curfe them that curfed him ;" 
^* that nations and kings would come from 
him ;" and that ** in his feed all nations 
would be blefled'." As thefe promifes they 



« Levit. xvii. 33. xxv. 35. Numl^ xv. 14, 

' Gen. xii. 2, • ' 

con- 
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coniidered to be the bafis of their nationat 
cftablilhrncnt, as they had been accom- 
pliihed in part, by the rapid conqueil and 
fecure pofleffion of the land of Canaan, 
and as all their great leaders, and all their 
holy Prophets had taught them to attri- 
bute their fucceffes to the original cove*' 
»ant# they vainly and fooliftily iuppofed that 
they ihould be the lords of the univerfCi 
and that every nation under heaven vrould 
in time bow down before them. 

From this falfe and miftaken interpre- 
tation of the original promife, we may 
derive the pride and the felf-conceit which 
tempted the Ifraelites to look down upon 
the reft of mankind, as a race inferior to 
thcmfelves; and this national vanity was^ 
flimulated and encouraged by fomenting 
the riv^lhip and jealoufy of the neighs 
bouring nations; of the Moabites, the' 
Ammonites, and the Edomites, who ftill 
contended for the birth-right of which 
their anceftors had been defrauded ; and 
tha fons of lihmael, who never forgot the 
ftock from which they fprang, or the re- 
wards which were annexed to the obe- 
dience 
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dience of their great progenitor* It muft 
be remembered too, that thefe nations, al- 
thoi^h connefted with the Jews by ties 
of blood, were marked by a particular ex- 
cluiion from the favoured church — that, in 
the cafe of the Moabites, three generations 
were to pafs away, and in the cafe of the 
Eldomites, ten, before they could be ad- 
mitted to the privileges of a profeljrte. 

On thefe principles we may account for 
the pride and the bigotry of the Jewifh 
people; and if it be tme, that the human 
mind naturally attaches itfelf moft to that 
which is ccmtinually before it, and that 
habit endears to us whatever is frequently 
repeated ; there may be juftice in the re- 
marky that their tenacious obftinacy arofe 
from the burthenfome nature of their ri-' 
tual, and the continual repetition of its ce- 
rcmqnies. 

But even the vices and the faults in 
th^ charafter, which arofe perhaps from 
their miftaking the objeft of their inftitu- 
tions, aided the defigns of Providence, by 
keeping up the great national diftindion, 

till 
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till the en4 of the reparation was attained : 
hut at the- fame time they deluded the 
unfortunate people, and taught theqpi to 
cxpeft permanency and immutability in 
tjiat which was intended to anfwer a- tem« 
porary purpofe. 

. That in the days of our Saviour, when 
their Temple was ftill ftanding, and their 
ceremonial Law in full force, when even 
our Lord himfclf conformed to its cuf- 
toms, and its ceremonies — that the Jews 
c^f that tinae Ihould have argued from the 
expreffions of their Legiflator, that thcar 
Law would be everlafting, may not piar- 
haps be thought fo wonderful: but what 
has a modern Jew to urge, as areafbn for 
his obftinate adherence to the inftitutions 
ofMofes? 

Chriftian writers have again and again 
unanfwerably proved from the ufage of 
the Hebrew language, and the geiicral 
analogy of all languages, that when the 
perpetuity of the Mofaic Law is fpoken ^ 
of, the expreffions can only mean that it 
fliould laft for a lopg time, as long as the 

nature 
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nature and deiign of the inftitution would 
allow : indeed, if Canaan was given to the 
people of Ifrael for an ^' everlafting pof-^ '^^ / . ; 
ieffion," and they have long Ceafed to pof- ^ 
fels it, it is abfiird to infer that the Law ' '^ ^,*^"-' 
was to be of perpetual obligation, be- 
caufe it is faid^ that it Ihould endure for 
ever. 

But I would aik the modern Jew in 
the firft inftance. What was the great ob- 
jeft of the ceremonial Law ? To feparate 
the people, he will fay, from communi- 
cation with idolaters> and to leave the 
worlhip of the true God undefiled. Doubt- 
lefs it was fb ; the ftrange deviations of 
mankind from the truths revealed to the 
Patriarchs, made it neceflary. 

** The Law was added," lays the Apo- 
ftle, " becaufe of tranfgreffions ^." This be- 
ing acknowledged, what is its ufe when 
idolatry has ceafed, when the found of 
the Heathen oracles has long been hulhed, 
the ftatues of their corrupt Deities have 
been crumbled to the duft, and all the ci- 

' Galat. iii. 19. 

villzed 



;8 S E R MO K III. 

Tilizcd nations of the world unite in the 
adoration of the one true God ? 

Then I would afk him, whether m 
their Law, which he afferts to be immut- 
able, there were not a6hially changes made, 
as the time approached at which the obli- 
. gation was to ceafe, and all its partial- dif- 
tinftions to be done away ? 

Before the building of the fecond Tem- 
ple^ God enlarged the boundaries of his 
church ; he admitted into its communion 
tho/e whom legal impediments or natural 
diftinftions had before excluded from it 
" My falvation," fays the Holy Spirit, '^ is 
near to come, and my righteoufnefs to be 
revealed *. Let not the ion of the ftran- 
ger fay. The Lord hath utterly feparated 
me from his people; neither let the eu- 
nuch fay. Behold, I am a dry tree ^; for 
even unto thee will I give in mine houie, 
and within my walls, a place and a name 
better than of fons and of daughters ; 1 
will ^vc them an everlafting name, that 
ihall not be cut off'/' 

» Ifaiah Ivi. i. T Ifaiah Ivi. 3. « Ifaiah Ivi. j. 

At 
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At the fame time a change was an- 
nounced in the mode of God's govern- 
ment; for the iniquities of the fathers were 
no more to be punilhed upon the children, 
but every one was to bear his own fins : 
it was alio declared, that the external and 
pofitive duties of facrifice and oblations 
were inferior to the inward and unbidden 
worfhip of the heart, and that ** God de- 
lired mercy and not facrifice*,*' and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt of- 
fering. 

If thefe material alterations are not fiif- 
ficient to prove that the whole was a 
preparatory difpenfation, and confcquently 
might ceafe when its objed: was accom- 
plifhed; let him advert to the circum* 
ftances of his people ; they no longer dwell 
alone, but are fcattered abroad over the 
face of the earth ; they are no longer the 
** habitation of the Lord;" nor do they dwell 
in lafety under ** his everlafting arms *;" all 
the diftindions, which would now be ufc^ 
left, are gone; the genealogies, which th^y 
once preferved with fuch anxious care, are 

* HoTea vi, 6, ^ Dcut. xxxiii. 27. 

''•-■' con- 
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confounded with each other, and the tribe 
of Judah is mingled and loft in the cona- 
nion mafs of their countrymen ^ 

Thus their temporal and their fpiritual 
ftate, which were in fad; one and the 
fame thing, which gradually rofe ^together 
to the height of their fame and fplendour, 
were both deftroyed when the purpofe of 
their eftablifliment was fulfilled. 

Laftly, let him recoiled:, that the whole 
of his worlhip, as I have before remarked, 
was local; that all its duties were to be 
performed at Jierufalem, and no where 
elfe. If then the holy country be trodden 
under foot by aliens and ftrangers ; if the 
holy Temple be deftroyed ; if all traces 
of its exiftence have long been gone, and 
all attempts to reftore it have proved fruit- 
lefs and abortive ; is it not time for him 
to coiifefs that the hour is really arrived, 
when " God is not to be worfhipped on 
mount GerizimS or at Jerufalem," but hi 
the hearts of all his creatures ? 

* Newton on the Prophecies, vol. i. p, »i j. 

* Judges ix. 7. John xxi. ai. 

SER- 
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COLOSSIANS ii. 17. 

\VHICH ARE A SHADOW OF GOOD 
THINGS TO COME, BUT THE BODY 
IS OF CHRIST. 

HAVING already explained for what 
purpofe the Almighty feparated the 
Jcwifli nation from the reft of mankind, 
and by what methods that feparation was 
cfFedied, the courfe of my argument leads 
me to examine what fort of connexion 
there was between the religious inftitu- 
tions of the Jews, and the eflential doc- 
trines of Chriftianity ; and in what fenle, 
and under what limitations, the former 
* a are 
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are to be confidered as Figures and Types 
of the latter. 

The Apoftle in this Epiftle to the Co- 
loffians takes great pains to caution the 
Jewifh converts agaiiill a practice, in thofe 
days very common, of mixing and uniting 
the complicated ritual of Mofes wdth the 
fpiritvial precepts and the fimpler facra- 
ments of Chrift. He tells them, that the 
Gofpel into which they had been baptized 
was all in all ; that it contained *^ all the 
treafures of wifdom and knowledge ;" that 
they were ^' complete in Chrift," in whom 
dwelt all the fulnefs of the Godhead bo- 
dily*; and that as they were not to be /e- 
duced by the falfe theories of Greek and 
Oriental philofophy, {o they were to pay no 
heed to the bigoted Ifraelite, when he at- 
tempted to impofe upon them the bur- 
thenfome yoke of ufclefs ceremonies ; of 
laws which Chrift had abrogated, and of 
rites, which, as they were nothing more 
than images and fhadows of the truth, 
confequcntly were of no avail to thofe 
who pofTefled the reality and the fub- 

» Col. ii. 9. 

ftance. 
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ftance. ^* Let no man judge you," fays 
he, *^ in meat, or drink, or in refpeft of an 
holy day, or the new moon, or of fabbaths, 
which are a lliadow of things to come, 
but the body is of Chrift \" 

The Apoftolic Epiftles abound with ex- 
preffions of a fimilar tendency. The priefts 
under the Law are faid '^ to ferve unto the 
Ihadow of heavenly things ';'' the Law it- 
felf is faid to have ^^ a fliadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of 
, the things d;" the tabernacle and its deco- 
rations are called the patterns or copies, 
VTToSsiyfjLocTocy of hcavculy things ; and Chrift 
is declared to have entered not '^ into the 
holy places made with hands, which are 
the Figures or Antitypes of the true, but 
into heaven itfelf ^" 

Now when the Apoftles make ufe of 
liich expreffions as thefe, when they ftyle 
the Law of Mofes, or rather the Levitical 
part of the Mofaic Law, a Ihadow, a fi- 
gure, or a type of future good things, and 

b Col.ii. 16. '^ Heb.ii.^. 

^ Heb. X. I. - • Heb, ix. 24. 

G z Chrift 
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Chrift the body, the fubftancc, and the 
truth, do they mean merely to urge the 
fuperiority of Chriftianity over Judaifin, 
of the Gofpel over the Law, and the ia- 
crifice of Jefiis pver the ftated facrifices of 
the Aaronic priefthood ? Or do they mean, 
that the ordinances of the Mofaic difpen- 
fation were designed by God to prefi- 
gure future events in the hiftory of our 
Saviour, and to reprefent, (inder the fhade 
of allegory, thofe m}^erious truths of 
his religion which were not to be 
revealed till the '^ fulnefs of time*' ar- 
rived ? 

In the very infancy of Chriftianity the 
Commentators of the Gofpel began to in- 
dulge themfelves in the licence of allego- 
rical and myilical interpretations. The 
Jews in their Targums (which almoft fu- 
pcriedcd the ufe of the original books of 
the Law) had long been in the habit of 
accommodating the obfcuritics of their 
Scriptures to their own vifion^ry notions ; 
of drawing parallels, which in all probabi- 
lity never were defigned ; and of dilcover- 
ing fimilitudes, which at all times it is cafy 

to 
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to trace in the analogous operations of na- 
ture, and ftill eafier to imagine where they 
do not cxift ; and, after their example, fbme 
of the Greek Fathers gave the reins to 
their imaginations, and wandered far away 
from the obvious and literal meaning of 
Scripture phrafeology. 

From hence it has happened, that whilft 
infidel writers have blafphemed the word 
of God, as if it contained nothing but 
doubtful phrafes, and unfubftantial alle- 
gories, upon which no certain dependance 
could be placed, believers of cool and tem- 
perate judgments have been fearful of ad- 
mitting any figurative interpretations what- 
ever, and have tenacioully adhered to the 
literal meaning of a text, even where it 
feems clearly to have been inferted by the 
Holy Spirit for the fake of the application 
to be made of it in later times. 

In this, as in all other cafes, the truth 
lies betwen the two extremes ; and it is of 
material importance, that we may not ei- 
ther abufe or rejedl any portion of the light 
which God hath mercifully given us, to af- 
G 3 certain. 
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certain, as accurately as can be done in a 
cafe of great nicety, what types really are, 
upon what grounds it is that they have a 
place in the preparatory difpenfation of the 
Jews, and what degree of force they may 
fairly and juftly be allowed to have as evi- 
dences of the truth of Chriftianity. 

In its primitive and original meaning, a 
type is merely the pattern, or impreffion, 
the rough draught, or fketch, from which 
a more perfed: work is made : in this fenfe 
the word is ufed by the facred writers. 
Our tranflators have given a variety of in- 
terpretations of the Greek w ord tuVo^ : in 
St. John's Gofpel it is rendered by the 
w^ord Print ; *' Except I Ihall fee in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, I wdll not 
believe V in the Afts of the Apoftles it is 
tranflated a Figure, or Model : in St. PauFs 
Epiftle to the Romans, the term Form is 
ufed — "That form of dod:rine w^hich was 
delivered to you^:" and in the courfe of 
the Apoftolical Epiftles it is continually 
tranflated. Example ; " Now all thefe things 

^ John XX. 25. s Rom. vi. 17. 

hap- 
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happened unto them for examples*;" "Now 
thefe things were our examples V' and 
*' Mark them which walk fo as ye have us 
for an example'' 



.>k " 



It is evident, that in all thefe paffages^ 
though the expreffion varies, the fame idea of 
a Pattern, a Copy, of fomething to be copied 
or imitated, is ftill prcferved ; and no clear- 
er notion can be formed of the connexion 
which fubfifts between the Type and its 
Antitype, than by comparing it with the 
fimilitude, which may be traced between 
the firft general delineation of a pid:ure> 
^nd the pifture completely finilhed* 



II " 



The language of the firft fimple ages of 
mankind was neceflarily very imperfed: 
and defeftive. Time and Experience and 
Philofbphy have taught us to exprefs in 
words every poffible combination of hu- 
man thought, and all the varieties of hu- 
man aiFeftions and paffions : but it was 
not fo with the primitive ages. As yet 
unaccuftomed to refled:, to abftrad: and 



^ I Cor. V. 7. * I Cor. x. 6. ^ Phil, i". 17. 

^ Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiallical Hifloiy, vol. i. 
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to generalize their ideas, they had nothing 
to reprefent by their fymbols of fpeech, 
but the common neceffities, and the ordi- 
nary employments of life ; and when any 
thing farther was requifite, when they had 
occafion to fpeak of any thing out of the 
beaten track of their ufual wants and oc- 
cupations, it was not to be done by words, 
but by fome material fign, fome fenfible 
image taken from the objfeAs that imme- 
diately furrounded them : thus arofe a 
mode of communication by figns or by 
aftion, which amply fupplied the deficien- 
cies of language, and enabled mankind, in 
the earlieft periods of fociety, to commu- 
nicate to each other thofe ideas for which 
as yet they bad invented no lignificant 
words. 

This fpecies of language was coeval with 
the origin of mankind ; its ufc is founded, 
in nature, and in the natural wants of 
man : but in procefs of time, what w^as 
originally dictated by neceffity, was pre- 
ferved by choice, was embodied into a re- 
gular fyftem, and guided by fixed rules and 
determinate principles. 

When. 



SERMON IV. 89 

Whenever the Almighty vouchfafes to 
deliver his inftrud:ions to mankind, the 
mode in whijch they are delivered is al- 
ways mercifully acconmiodated to the cha- 
ta^er of the people who are to receive 
them^-to their popular opinions, to their 
cuftoms, and their circumftartces : for this 
reaibn it is that the infpired writings, both 
of the Old and New Teftament, abound 
in every page with that method of com- 
mtmicating information by external figns, 
and ferifible reprefentations, to which the 
Jews had long been attached by inclina- 
tion^ and familiarized by habit* 

It frequently happened, that when the 
Prophet wilhed to imprefs more forcibly 
upon the minds of his hearers the expeda- 
tion of fome appitoaching event, he drew his 
parable, or his fign, from the furrounding 
objects, precifely in the fame way that our 
bleffed Lord himfelf was accuftomed to en- 
force his holy leffons, by a fable, or an al- 
legory, framed from the circumftances of 
the moment, from the time of the year, 
from the place in which he was, or from 
the charaders and the employments of the 

perfons 
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perfons to whom he was fpeaking. Thus 
it was that the holy Samuel fignified to 
Saul by the rent in his garment, that the 
kingdom of Ifrael would in that day be 
torn from him""; and thus the Prophet 
Ifaiah, by an allufion to the Sabbatic year, 
exemplified to Hezekiah the conqueft of 
the Jews by Sennacherib, and their fiibfe- 
quent return to Jerufalem". Sometimes 
the Prophet himfelf in his own perfbn 
adted the event which the Spirit of God 
empowered him to forefee ; thus, by break- 
ing in pieces a potter's veflel, Jeremiah 
prefigured to the Jews the utter deftruc- 
tion of their city" — by putting on yokes 
and fetters, he foretold to the princes of 
Edom, Moab, and Ammon, their future de- 
feat, and their fubjecftion to the king of Ba- 
bylonP— by binding the book of his Pro- 
phecy to* a ftone, and calling them both 
into the Euphrates, he announced that Ba- 
bylon Ihould fink, and never rife from the 
evil that was to be brought upon her^ In 
the fame manner the Prophet Ifaiah, by 
the name which he gives to his child, fore- 



™ I Sam. XV. 27, 
P' Jer. xxvii. 


" Ifai.xxxvii. 30. 
^ Jer. li. 


° Jer. xix. 

tels, 
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tels, that the riches of Damafcus and the 
fpoil of Samaria fliall be feized by the Af- 
lyrians '. And Ezekiel, by going forth in 
the drefs, and with the trembhng adion of 
a captive, exempUfied the conqueft of Zede- 
kiah, and the flavery of his people in Ba- 
bylon'. 

Such were the methods by which the 
Prophets of God inftruded their country- 
men. But it fometimes happened, that 
the Holy Spirit, in compliance with the 
common and familiar ufage of the Jewifh 
people, adopted the fame method of con- 
veying its revelations to the Prophet him- 
felf. Thus, for inftance, the Prophet Je- 
remiah is ordered to behold ^^ the rod of 
the almond-tree, and the feething-pot t;'* 
and to the Prophet Ezekiel is fhewn ^* the 
refurrecftion of the dry bones °." 

It is needlefs to multiply inftances ; they 
are to be found in every part of the Pro- 
phetical books ; and, it is evident, that 
wherever they occur, there is always the 

^ Ifai. vlii. 5, 4. * Ezek. xii. 8. 

^ Jer. i. II. J3. ° Ezek, xxxvii. 

notion 
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notion of futurity, fomething is reprcfentcd 
that is to happen at a greater or left dif* 
tance of time; and this is the cflential 
charadcr of a t}'pe, and conftitutes the dif- 
ference between the type and the iymboL 
A Horn, for inftance, in the lan^agc of^ 
Scripture, denotes ftrcngth ; *' an Eye, or a 
Sceptre/' majefty ; the Planets, empires and 
ftates : but in thefe emblematic reprefcnta- 
tions there is no idea of futurity, or of fu- 
ture events implied, confequcntly they ar^ 
not types, but iymbols. 

So far then we have confidered the general 
charafter of types, and the ufe which the 
Prophets frequently made of them, to pre- 
figure to the Jews the viciffitudes which 
took place from time to time in their tem- 
poral circumftances : from thence it is eafy 
to proceed to thofe actions or thofe cere- 
monies in the oeconomy of Judaifm, which 
wc fuppofe to have been preparatory repre- 
fentations of Chrift an^ his Goipel. 

Chriftian writers have divided thefe types 
into three clafles, rft, the remarkable events 
in the hiftory of the Jewifli people ; ^dly, 

the 
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the chara6lers. of illuftrious perfbns, Pa- 
triarchs, Kings, or Conquerors ; and 3dly, 
the rites and ceremonies of their Religion. 
But it is abiblutely ncceflary, that we may 
not be loft in the labyrinth of fanciful ana- 
logies and abfurd companions, which are 
the delight of fanatics and enthufiafts, to 
fix fome determinate boundary, ibme cer- 
tain criterion, by which we can eftimate 
the real value of an argument, drawn from 
typical analogy: and what can this crite- 
rion be, but the authority of infpiration? 
Admitting then that other fimilitudes, and 
other parallelifms, may have the appear- 
ance of reafon, and may perhaps be juft, 
we cannot furely be wrong in refufing to 
acknowledge any circumftance in the Old 
Teftament to be a Ihadow or token of 
Chrift, unlefs the writers of the New Tef- 
ta^nent have declared it to be fo. 

In the Jewifti hiftory doubtlefs there is 
a ftriking analog}^ an analogy pointed out 
end illuftrated by the Apoftles themfelvcs, 
between many of the moft miraculous 
events, and the general ftate of mankind, 
and their particular iituation under the 

Gofpcl 
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Gofpel covenant'; between their fervitudc 
in Egypt for inftance, and the tyranny of 
fin ; between their baptifm in the fea and 
in the cloud, and the baptifmal rite of 
Chriftianity; between their fufferings dur- 
ing their paflage through the wildernefs, 
and the temptations, trials, and difficulties 
of the prefent world ; between the Sabbath 
of reft promifed to them in the temporal 
pofleffion of Canaan, and the eternal reft 
to be enjoyed hereafter in Heaven : in all 
thefe circumftances there is an analogy and 
a correfpondence, which we cannot well 
fuppofe to have taken place accidentally, 
or without the defign and determined pur- 
pofe of the Almighty. 

It was at all times the delight of the 
Jewilh people, to trace refemblances be- 
tween the moft diftinguifhed of their coun- 
trymen and the glorious Meffiah, who, in 
the latter age of the world, was to conduct 
them to power and preeminence above the 
reft of mankind. But thefe refemblances, 
wuth whatever ingenuity they may be dif- 
covered, or to whatever degree of minute- 
nefs they may be carried, want, for the 

moft 
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noft part, the neceflary fanftion of inlpi- 
ation. The father indeed of the human 
•ace is declared by the Apoftle to be the 
^ figure of him who was to come * :'' but 
^f the reft, of Jofeph, Sampfon, or Jofhua, 
ao fiich declaration. is made ; and although 
it muft be allowed, that there is a ftriking 
fimilitude between the events of their lives,* 
md the character, office, and circumftances 
^f the Meffiah, yet we cannot venture to 
pronounce, that the former were deiigned 
to reprefent or prefigure the latter. 

But if we go on from hiftorical fadls 
md diftinguiflied pcrfons, to the Ceremo- 
nies of the Jewifh Law, the fimilitudes 
become more obvious and more fatisfac- 
tory. 

The ceremonial Precepts of the Mofaic 
Law relate either to the worlhip of God, 
and the daily fervice of the Temple ; or to 
the perfons of the people, and their con- 
dud: in life. Of the latter, the principal 
objed: was, as we have feen upon a former 

* Rom. V. 14. 

occafion. 
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occaiion> by a diftindion of drels, of diet, 
and of occupation, to keep tip the great re- 
paration, ^' the partition- wall," between the 
people of Ifrael and the nations who fur- 
rounded them. Whether befidcs this ob- 
jc6l, under the covert of ablutions and pu- 
rifications, it was not defigned to enforce 
the neceffity of inward purity and moral 
virtue, is a queftion foreign to our prefent 
difcuflion, which muft be confined merely 
to the ritiial of their worfhip. 

The Temple at Jerufalem was a copy of 
that Tabernacle which Mofes built by the 
command of Grod in the Wildemels, from 
the heavenly model exhibited to him in the 
mount. In the outer part, the Priefts 
performed the daily funiflions of their mi- 
niftry ; but into the holy Sand;uary, which 
the Jews confidered as a lymbol of heaven^ 
the High Prieft went alone, annually, with 
blood to atone for the fins of the people — 
a circumfliance defigned, it fhould feem, 
to prefigure the one oblation and fatisfac* 
tion to be made by Chrift, who, after his 
death, was to reafcend to the glory which 
he had with the Father before the world?. 

It 
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It can fcarcely be fuppofed, that the 
ftriking fimilitude between the facrifice of 
the Pafchal Lamb and the facrifice of our 
Redeemer was accidental: let us attend 
to the circumftances. Chrift was flain on 
-the fame day >that the Pafchal Lamb was ; 
no bones of cither were broken; as the 
Lamb was without ipot or blemilk, fb was 
Ghrift without fm;: and as the blood of 
the Lamb fprinkled on the dooT-J>ofts was 
a token and memorial of deliverance from 
the flaughtcr of the firft-bom ; fo the blood 
of Chrift purchafcd for Us a fpiritual deli- 
verance from the thraldom of fm and ini- 
-quity. 

But if this rcfemblance between the 
Paflbver and the death of our Lord be far 
the moft ftriking that can be produced, it is 
equally certain, however, that all the legal 
iacrifices, whether they were completed 
within or without the camp, whether they 
were offered as an atonement for the fins of 
the community at large, on the great day 
of expiation; or for the fins of particular fa- 
milies or individuals, upon the commiffion 
of the offence; infomuch as they contained 

H the 
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the principle of expiation,, and atonement, 
and redemption from fin, they all repre- 
fentcd the future death of Chrift ; and upon 
this account it may not appear perhaps fo 
extravagant an expreffion as has been fup- 
pofed, to aflert, that the Gofpel is con- 
tained in the Law ; for the ceremonial part 
of the Mofaic Law was, in fa<ft, a conftant 
allufion to the Gofpel ; and there is no 
realbn, ptimd facte^ why it Ihould not be 
fo : on the contrary, there is every reaibn 
from the nature of the cafe to fuppofe, that 
a difpenfation, which was a preparation and 
rudiment for a better and more perfeft iyf- 
tem to come, would contain in its inftitu- 
tions, frequent tokens and indications to 
that future lyftem. 

Chriftianity and Judaifm, it muft ever bc' 
remembered, are not independent, uncon- 
neded lyftems of Religion, but mutually 
dependent on each other, as parts of the 
fame general fcheme of Providence, for the 
happinefs of man. Succeffive Revelations, 
if they are really Divine, muft be nccefla- j 
rily fucceffive difcoveries of tmth ; confe- 
quently they cannot contradift each other, 

they 
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they cannot be inconfiftent with each other. 
But in the gradual communication of truth, 
■what is at firft feen faintly and obfcure- 
ly, will, in procefs of time, become gra- 
dually clearer, till at length the day-fpring 
from on high breaks forth upon us in all 
its luftre. 

God hath vouchfafed, at different times, 
to make two covenants with his creatures : 
the one carnal, fanftioned by temporal pro- 
mifes, and enjoining the performance of a 
multitude of external ordinances ; the other 
fpiritual, applying to the heart and under- 
ilanding, and railing our thoughts beyond 
the frivolous concerns of our prefent tran- 
fitory exiftence, to the enjoyment of a 
boundlefs eternity. But however different 
they might be in form, in inftitution, and 
in ceremonies, in fubftance the two cove- 
nants are the fame ; the great defign of both 
was the fame; the Mediator of both was the 
fame ; and the vital principle of both, faith 
in the power and the promifes of God. 

To redeem mankind from the punifli- 
rncnt of death which they had incurred,' 

H 2; and 
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and to reflore them to immortality, was 
the one great fcheme of Providence ; for 
this, gracious purpofe, Chrift was to fuffcr 
death upon the crofs. The time at which 
this awful event was to happen, and the 
fteps which were gradually to lead to its 
accomplifliment, were all fixed by God, 
long before the ratification of the firft co- 
venant, before even the a6l of creation it- 
felf. So the Apoftles fpeak of the great 
jrnyftery of Chriftianity : " The wifdom of 
God," fays St, Paul, *^ is a myftery, even 
the hidden wifdom which God ordained 
before the world to our glory ^ ;' and " yc 
are not redeemed with corruptible things,*' 
fays St. Peter, '* but with the precious 
blood of Chrift, who was pre-ordained be- 
fore the foundation of the world*/* So 
alfo St. John fays, that *' the Lamb of 
God was flain from the foundation of the 
world *." 

That the holy Jefus therefore fliould 
make an atonement for the fins of man- 
kind, by a voluntary oblation of himfclf" 
upon the crofs, was from ail eternity the 

y I Cor. ii, 7. » I Pet. i. 18. 20. » Rev. xiii. 8. 

purpofc 
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purpofc of Almighty wifdom. In the Di- 
vine mind, the whole myfterious fcheme 
extending throughout all ages, from the 
very commencement of time to the final 
conlummation of all things, was compre- 
hended under one point of view, as one 
complete and perfect plan. " Known unto 
God are all his works from the begin- 
ni^ng **." To man, the difpenfations of God 
prefent themfelves in detached parts, and 
with different degrees of clearnefs or ob- 
fcurity ; and even now we comprehend 
them imperfedlly. To God there can be 
no varieties of knowledge, and no grada- 
tions of time. 

But though the certain knowledge of 
this precious facrifice was refervcd for the 
latter days, it was at all times operating 
continually to produce the blefltd effed:s of 
Sanftification and Redemption. The righ- 
teous Patriarchs before the promulgation of 
the Law, and all holy and religious men 
under the Law, were juftified, as we are, 
by the free gift of God, through the me- 
diation of Chrift. '^ Abrahams" they are 
the words of our Saviour himfelf, '^ Abra- 

* A£\s XV. 18. . ^ John viii. 56. 
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ham rejoiced to fee the day of Chrift f * 
and we with reafon fuppofe, that he faw it 
.typically in th-e intended faCrifice of his 
own fon. '* He bcHeved," we are told, 
'^ and his faith was counted unto him for 
righteoufnefs ^" St. Paul tells the Corin- 
thians, that ^^ the Fathers were all under the 
cloud, and were baptized in the fea, and 
did eat the fame fpiritual meat, and drank 
of 'the fpiritual Rock," following them^ 
'' and that Rock was Chrift %" 

The Fathers therefore were all juftified, 
not by their own works, or by their own 
righteoufnefs, but by the all-fufficient me- 
rits of the facrifice of Jefus Chrift, " the 
fame yefterday, and to-day, and for ever ^" 

In what way the future death of the 
Redeemer could operate, fo as to fave thofe 
who died before he came into the world, 
it is prefumptuous in man to inquire ; it is 
amongft the deep and hidden counfels of 
the Almighty : it is enough for us that it 
did fo; and it is certainly confiftent with our 
notions of the goodnefs of God, to fuppofe 
that it w^ould do fo; that faith, under every 

* Gen, XV. 6. « I Cor. x. 1—4, ^ Heb. xiii. 8. 
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difpenfktion, would operate unto falvation ; 
and that at all times a repentant finner 
would receive pardon and'remiffion of fins, 
provided that he performed the facrificatory 
rites, and complied with the adls of obedi- 
ence which the difpenfation under which he 
lived, and the ftate of his knowledge, ena- 
bled him to perform; " for every law doth 
ipeak to thofe which live under it." 

And this being the cafe, it is unquef- 
tionably confident with the ufual method 
which God takes to inftrud: mankind, that 
ceremonies which were only to be tempo- 
rary, and facrifices which were only to 
atone partially for the fins of a particular 
people, and in that people only for fms of a 
particular defcription, Ihould, in their form 
and all external circumftances, reprefent 
the great and final facrifice, whofe efficacy 
was to be univcrfal and endure to the end 
of time. 

That God fliould thus forelhew to his 
jChofcn people thofe truths which it was not 
pofTible at the time fully to reveal to them 
by a mode of inflruftion familiar to their 

H 4 con- 
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conceptions, and adapted to their capaci* 
ties, by material rcprefentations, is no 
more difHcult to conceive, than that he 
fliould impower his Prophets to reprefent 
the future glories of Chrift's kingdom, by 
cxpreffions and defcriptions taken from the 
fertility, the opulence, and the fplendor of 
their temporal poffeffions; or that he ihould 
compel them, by the impulfe of his Holy 
Spirit, to anticipate the triumphs . of the 
Meffiah, and the univerfal extent of his 
dominion, when perhaps they imagined 
themfelves, that they were merely celebrat- 
ing the triumphs and the profperity of 
David, or Solomon, or Zerubbabel. 

If fuch then be the nature of types in 
general, arid fuch the principle upon which 
it is rcafonable to fuppofe that they would 
have a place in the general oeconomy of 
the Divine difpenfations, it only remains for 
us to confider, how far we may juftly rea- 
fon from them, and in what way they may 
be produced as evidences of the truth of 
Chriftianity. 

No pcrfon, I apprehend, would attempt 

to 
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to make a convert to the Chriftian faith, by 
tj^ical reafoning; he would argue indeed 
from Prophecy; he would fliew him whom 
hcwiflied to convince, that the appearance 
of an extraordinary perfon upon earth had 
been foretold from the very beginning of 
the world ; that the time of his coming, 
his characSer, his office, and his death, had 
been minutely defcribed. He would tell 
him that Chrift claimed to be this perfon, 
and that he fupported his claim by a<R:s of 
fupcrhuman power, and this would amount 
to proof. 

A Prophecy accomplifticd by the event is 
a proof; a Type is not, however exa<S the 
Similitude may be; and they who attempt 
to give to types the importance of dired: 
dcmonftrativc proofs, neither undcrftand 
their nature nor their real ufe. Did the 
Jews themfelves, we may afk, ever at any 
period of their hiftory previous to the birth 
of Chrift, imagine that their Law and its 
ordinances were typical reprefentations of 
their Mefliah, and that the facrificcs of the 
Aaronic priefthood were prophetical rcprc-' 
fentations of the atonement for fin to be 
made by him ? 

That 
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That men of religious minds, who llu- 
died their Law with devout hearts, and 
really wilhed to difcover the will of 
God, might fee and underftand the • in- 
efficacy of their own facrifices, cannot be 
denied : " without Ihedding of blood they 
knew there could be no remiffion of fins'" 
whatever. " Flefh with the life thereof, 
which is the blood, their anceftors had been 
forbidden to eat*;" and in the volume of 
their Law they were told, that it was 
death to eat the blood, becaufe God had 
referved it for the altar, to make an atone- 
ment for their fouls. *' For it is the blood," 
fays the Law, ^' that maketh an atonement 
for the fouP;" at the fame time, even the 
ihedding of blood did not expiate for all 
fms. The fin-offering and the trefpafs- 
ofFering expiated fins of ignorance, and fins 
of inferior magnitude : but there were fins 
for which no fuch expiation could be 
made; Idolatry, for inflance, and contempt 
of the Law of Mofes : they were to be pu- 
nifhed with death without n^ercy. Upon 
fuch occaiions, therefore, we can fcarcely 
conceive, but that ferious and pious men 
mufl have raifed their thoiights to fbme 

s Hcb. i^. 22. ^ Lev. xvii. 14. * Lev. xvii. 11. 
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higher and better atonement, to be granted, 
as the Holy Pfalraift exprefTes it, " by the 
loving-kindnefs of God, and the multitude 
of his tender mercies^." 

From their own Prophets too they muft 
have learnt to exped: a change in their le- 
gal ceremonies, and the introduction of 
another fyftem, otherwife they muft have 
fuppofed a ftrange inconiiftency in the 
word of God. For although God pre- 
fcribes and regulates the facrifice, the Holy 
Spirit is continually expreffing difpleafure 
and diflike of it, " To what purpofe is 
the multitude of your facrifices unto me ? 
I delight not in the blood of bulls, and of 
lambs, and of he-goats ; your new moons 
and your appointed feafts my foul hateth; 
they are a trouble to me, I am weary to 
bear them^" The prophet Daniel ex- 
prefsly tells them, that the time would 
come, when the facrifice and the oblation 
Ihould ceafe"*. And both Ifaiah and Daniel, 
when they are painting in lofty terms, and 
fplendid imagery, the expected Chrift, and 
the glories of his kingdom, declare, that he 

^ Pfalm Ixix. 1^. ^ Ifa. i. 1 1 — 14. ™ Dan. ix. 27. 
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•will be both the prieft and the viftim at 
the lame time* And yet the Jews cer- 
tainly did not conclude from hence, that 
their Meffiah was to die, to atone for their 
fins, and not only for theirs, but for the fins 
of the whole world. If, from the opinion 
of the earlier Jews, we advert to the prac- 
tice of our blcfTed Lord himfelf, and of 
thofe infpired perfbns to whom he com- 
mitted the care of his infant church, we do 
not find that they ever infifl upon types as 
direft proofs; that they place them upon 
a level, for inftance, with the two great 
proofs of the truth of ChrifHanity, the ac- 
complifliment of Scriptural prophecy, and 
the difplay of miracles. St. Paul in his 
EpifUe to the Hebrew converts (if at leaft 
I may be permitted to attribute to that 
holy Apoflle a compofition which is flamp- 
ed with the ftrongefl charafters both of 
his eloquence and his mode of arguing) is 
drawing throughout a comparifbn between 
the Law of Mofes and the Gofpel of 
Chrift. His objed; is to perfuade the con- 
certs to perfevere in the faith into which 
they had been baptized. Some of them 
had been feduced by the fiibtle reafbning 

of 
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of Jewifli teachers; and the firmnefs of 
others had been Ihaken by diftrefs, and 
trials, and perfecutions : the Apoftle there- 
Tore is labouring to infpire them with for- 
titude, by painting on the one part the glo-r 
rious rewards of unfliaken conftancy; and 
on the other, the dangers and the punifh- 
ments which are referved for, apoftacy. 
With this view he enters into a minute 
comparifon of the two covenants, ho 
points out the circumftances of refem- 
blance and coincidence in each, and de- 
duces from thence the infinite fuperiority 
of the Gofpel above the Law. The Law 
was given by the miniftry of angels; the 
Gofpel, by the Son of God ; the brightneis 
of his glory, and the exprefs image of his 
perfon. The ceremonies of the Law were, 
adminiftered to the Jews by a fucceflSon 
of mortal men t the Gofpel had one^ High 
Prieft, even Jefus the Son of God, who 
was invefted with an eternal and unchange- 
able priefthood; a priefthood refembling 
not that of Aaron, but of Melchifedeck, 
who was both a King and the Prieft of 
the moft High God. The firft covenant 
had its ordinances, its tabernacle, and its 

fane- 
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fanduary ; but " Jefus Chrift is gone into 
a better tabernacle, into a temple not 
made with hands, into heaven itfelP." 
Under the Law, the blood of bulls and of 
goats was fhed to atone for tranfgreflions ; 
but Jefus Chrift hath offered up himfelf 
once for all, and by his own blood hath 
entered anto the holy .place, having ob- 
tained eternal redemption for us. Who 
then, is the conclufion of the ApofUe, 
would quit a more excellent and more per- 
feA Religion, to return to one lefs perfeft, 
and lefs efficacious? Or if tranfgreffion and 
difobedience under the latter received their 
juft puniHiment, who can fuppofc that it 
is not in the higheft degree criminal to re- 
jeft the falvation offered by the former? 
In all this comparifon which the ApofUc 
makes, which in faft is a comparifon be- 
tween the Type and its Antitype; between 
the rough draught or fhadow of good 
things to come, and the fubftance of thofc 
very good things ; there is nothing like 
aa attempt to prove the truth of the Gof- 
pel, from the figurative charader of the 
Law: on the contrary, the Apoftle exprefsly 

» Heb. ix. 1 1 — 24^ 

calls 
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calls upon the Hebrews, to leave the prin- 
ciples of the dodrine of Chrift, and to go 
on unto perfe(ftion ; not to return again to 
the elements, to the fundamental argu^ 
ments, and the neceflary evidences of their 
faith, which he ftates to be the docftrine of 
repentance, of faith in God, of baptifm, of 
the reiurre<ftion of the dead, and of the 
eternal Judgment®. This therefore is the 
nature of his argument ; it was addreffed, 
we know, to Jews, and to thofe who, hav- 
ing embraced Chriftianity, wiftied to re- 
turn to Judaifm. You prefer, he would 
fay, the Law of Mofes to the Gofpel of 
Chrift ; but why do ye lb ? For your Law 
was evidently defe6live in the one great 
point of redemption from fm. Could your 
legal iacrifices have atoned efFeAually for. 
fin, would it have b\:icn neceffary to repeat 
them fo often ? Would not one expiation 
have been fufficient ? And then would 
they not have ceafed to be offered? But 
your Priefts daily minifter in the Temple, 
and offer repeatedly the fame facrifices, 
which can never take away fm ; they are 
only to be looked upon therefore as the fi- 

^ Heb. vi. I, 2. 
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gures or fhadoWs, by which the Holy Ghoit 
fignificd a more perfed: facrificc to-be 
made hereafter. That facrifice is made ; Je- 
fus Chrift hath offered himfelf without fpot 
unto God for us ; he is our Paflbver, which 
is facrificed for us ; he is the very Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the fins of th^ 
world, and by one facrifice he hath pcr- 
feded for ever them that are fandified'. 

The dodrine of the Apoftle throughout 
the whole of the Epifl:le is evidently this, 
that the ; facrifices of the Law were allu-- 
fions to- the great and final atonement to 
be made by. the blood of Chrift: and 
though the Apoftle does not tell us ib, we 
may venture to conclude, that the defign 
of God in prefiguring the death of^our Sa- 
viour by the tokens and fliadows of the 
Law, was to facilitate the promulgation of 
Cbriftianity, and to prepare the Jewifli na- 
tion, and through them the whole race of 
man, for the awful and myfterious doc- 
trines of San(ftlfication, and Redemption, and 
adoption to eternal life. Our bleflTed Re- 
deemer himfelf, it may be obferved, when 

P Hcb. X. 14. 

he 
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he is celebrating the laft Pafchal Supper 
with his difciples, ufes the very form of 
expreffion which the Jewifh lawgiver was 
commanded by God to ufe, when he ra- 
tified the covenant of the I>aw. ^' Drink 
ye all of this, faid he; for this is my blood 
of the New Teftament, which is Ihed for 
you for the remiffion of fms'^;" as Mofes, 
when he took the book of the covenant, 
fprinkled it with blood, and faid, ^* This is 
the blood of the covenant, which the Lord 
hath made with you'." And when a 
Jew heard that Chrift w^as an High Priell, 
*^ a propitiatory facrifice," and " the very 
Lamb of God ;" when he was told that 
'^ he fuffered for fins," '' the juft for the 
unjuft," that " he gave his life, himfelf 
a ranfom," that '^ he redeemed us with 
his blood," and " by his death deftroyed 
him that had the power of death-,'" the 
ideas raifed in his mind by fuch expreffions 
were familiar to him ; they were the firft 
and earlieft leiTon of his childhood : the 
conftant habits of his life, his daily employ- 
ments, and his hourly meditations, inde- 
libly fixed them in his memory; and he 

1 Matt. xxvi. 27. ' Exod. xxiv. 8. 

I had. 
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had, in fad:, only to transfer to Chrifl and 
his Gofpel the notions which he had de- 
rived from Mofes and his Law. 

By the follower of Mofes tj'pical rca- 
foning would be more readily admitted, 
and more acutely inveftigated, than it 
would by the Gentile convert ; but its real 
ufe was the fame to both, not as in itfclf a 
fufficient evidence of the truth of Chrif- 
tianity, but as a valuable acceffion to necef- 
lary and fundamental proofs, a confirma- 
tion of truths which the mind had already 
received, and an illuftration of myfterious 
do6lrines, w^hich would otherwife have 
been perfcftly new and ftrange to their 
conceptions. At the fame time, it muft 
be remembered, which is in truth the rea- 
ibn why I have dwelt fo long upon the 
fubjedi, that that fort of analogy upon 
which the ufe of t}'pes in the Old Tefta- 
ment, and their application in the New, 
depends, is to all men alike, to the Jew or 
the Gentile, to the convert of the Apofto- 
lie age, or the confirmed Chriflian of our 
times, a clear and decifive proof of the 
unity of God's defign ; it convinces us, that 

the 
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e gracious purpofe of man's, redemption 
id reftoration to eternal life was never 
rgotten ; that,' in every ftate of religious 
lowledge, indications of it were given, 
)nformable to the circumftances of the 
mes, and correiponding with the method 

* inftruftion then in ufe ; and that what- 
er ordinances God thought fit to pre- 
ribe, either to the Patriarchs before the 
aw, or their pofterity under the Law, 
Chrift was in fad: the end of them all, 

* righteoulhefs, unto every one that be- 

» Rom. X. 4. 
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ACTS X. 43. 

TO HIM GIVE ALL THE PROPHETS WIT- 
NESS. 

IT was the will of God, that the reli- 
gion, which in his good time was to 
become univerfal, Ihould be announced 
to the world long before its aftual publi- 
cation in two ways; figuratively, by the 
ceremonies of the Mofaical Law ; and li- 
terally, by the defcriptions of the holy Pro- 
phets, who fpake as the fpirit of 'God di- 
rected them. 

Of the firft of thefe two methods of 

previous reprefentation, I have attempted 

I 3 in 
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in my former difcourfe to explain the true 
and legitimate ufc ; I now proceed with a 
more airured ftcp, and lefs appreheniion of 
error, to poliit out the origlti of the fecond, 
and to trace its progrefs, from its earlicft 
commencement to its ceflation in the 
Jewifli Church. 

In ,the addrefles of our blefled Lord to 
the Jews of his days, one of the charaders, 
which he conftantly aflumes to hlmfelf, is 
this, that he is the perfon of whom Mofes 
in the Law, and the Prophets, did write: 
'' I that fpeak unto thee Am i?i?'\" is his 
own emphatical expreffion to the woman 
of Samaria : and when, after his reliirrec- 
tion, he is converiing with the two difci- 
pics who knew him not, he fpeaks of his 
own adlions, and his owii fufferings, as 
being neceffary, becaufe they had been 
foretold ; he fays, *' O fools, and flow of 
heart to believe all that the Prophets have 
written! Ought not Chrift to have fufFered 
thefe things, and to enter into his glory ^ ?" 

The awful fcheme of Prophecy, if it be 

* John iv. 16* ^ Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 

con- 
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confidered in a general view, not only re- 
fers to the coming of Chrift in the flefli, 
and to the introduAion and final efta- 
blifliment of Chriftianity, but includes alfo 
in its comprehenfive range the fortunes of 
almoft all the kingdoms of the antient 
world ; it is not the rife, or the over- 
throw, of opulent flat es and mighty empires 
alone, of Tyre, of Egypt, or of Babylon, 
which the Holy Spirit predids; but with 
equal precifion, and equal certainty, it 
marks the time, and the manner, in which 
the inferior kingdoms of Moab, and Edom, 
of Ammon, and of Amalek, are gradually 
to yield to the increafing power of their 
neighbours ; and it does fo, becaufe all the 
kingdoms of the ancient world, as they 
rofe fucceffively to power, were implicated 
in fome way or other in the fates and for- 
tunes of the people of Ifrael, either as the 
minifters of Almighty vengeance, to pu- 
nilh that people for difobedience and re- 
bellion, or as the agents of his mercy, to 
refcue them from banilhment, and to re- 
inftate them in the poffeffions qf their in- 
heritance. 

I 4 It 
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It feems th^efore to have been the de- 
fign of God, when he poured forth his Holy 
Spirit upon the Prophets of Ifrael, in the 
firft ihftance, to give fupport and encou- 
ragement to his chofen people ; to teach 
them, that even when they thought them- 
felves moft neglected, forfaken, and defolate, 
they were ftill under the guidance of his 
paternal arm ; that his anger would in time 
give place to mercy ; and that then the 
cup of his vengeance would be poured out, 
with full meafure, upon the heads of their 
oppreflbrs. But thefe gracious aflurances had 
alio the higher view of infpiring them with 
confidence in the power and the promife 
of their God; that when they faw the tem- 
poral predi<3:ion literally verified, and the 
temporal promife adually fulfilled, they 
might anticipate, without any fear of de- 
ception or difappointment, the approach of 
that great Deliverer, who was to bring with 
him blcffings and falvation *' to the whole 
race of mankind." 

The true end of all Prophecy, therefore, 
w^as to announce the Redeemer of man- 
kind ; and whatever intermediate purpofes 

were 
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were to be anfwered ; whatever light the 
' omnifcience of God thought fit to throw 
upon the future fortunes, either of the Jews, 
or any other nation, it was done with a 
view ultimately to bear witnefs to the cha- 
racter, office, and fufFerings of the blefled 
Jefus ; and to defcribe the nature of that 
Religion, which he came into the world to 
eftablilh. 

\' To him," faid St. Peter, '' give ^// the 
Prophets witnefs ^" And upon another oc- 
cafion, the fame Apoftle tells the Jews, 
" that Chrift hath fulfilled the things, 
which God hath Ihewed by the mouth 
of ^// his Prophets'^." And again, after 
arguing from the authority of Mofes, he 
adds, ** yea, and all the Prophets from Sa- 
muel, and thofe that follow after, as many 
as have fpoken, have likewife foretold of 
thefe days*." So alfo, our blefled Lord 
himfelf, when he wiflied to convince his 
doubting and incredulous difciples, explained 
to them his own hiftory, ^^ beginning at 
Mofes," as the hiftorian informs us, " and 
^/I the Prophets ^." 

«A6lsx.43. *^ A£ls iii. i8. 

• A(^s iii.-24. ^ Luke xxiv. 27. 

From 
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From thefe paflhges of Holy Writ it may 
be inferred, that the Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament are not to be confidered feparate- 
ly, as fo many detached and diftin<3: reve* 
lations of God's defigns ; but as forming a 
complete and connected lyftem, tending to 
one and the fame important end, and that 
they are only to be underftood by confider- 
ing them in a regular feries, with a view to 
that end. 

That any one accomplilhed Prophecy is 
a demonftration of the interpofition of God, 
cannot be difputed ; becaufe in any inftance 
to reveal the fccrets of futurity, is beyond 
the reach of human powers. But allowing 
this to be true, it muft be granted alfo, 
that the proof of Divine agency will have 
a ilronger effedl upon the mind, in propor- 
tion to the variety of circumftances pre- 
dicted ; to the diftance of time between 
the Prophecy and its accomplifhment ; to 
the ftrangenefs and improbability of the 
facfts revealed, and to the minute delinea- 
tion of particulars ; and of courfe it will 
follow, that the mind cannot poffibly re- 
ceive fuch convidion from any fingle Pro- 
phecy applied to Chrift, as from a con- 

nedled 
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ne^led view and comparifon of the whole 
together. 

Such a comparifon as this, or rather the 
outUne of fuch a comparifon, it is my in- 
tention to trace on the prefent occafion ; 
more than the outline it will be impoflible 
for me to give ; and the nature of my fub- 
jeft only calls upon me to fhew, that Chrif- 
tianity was foretold by a regular fucceffion 
of Prophecies, commencing from the fall 
of our firft parents ; and that thefe Prophe- 
cies, ncceffarily obicure, at the time of their 
delivery, from the ambiguity of figurative 
phrafeology, the extraordinary circumftances 
foretold, and the defe<fts of a partial reve- 
lation, were ftill clear enough to keep alive 
the conftant hope of the promifed Deliverer, 
and precife enough, when he came at 
length in the fulnefs of time, to prove, that 
he really was the perfon promifed and ex- 
pected. 

For this purpofe it will be fufficient to 
fcleft from the infinite variety of Prophe- 
tical defcriptions to be found in the Old 
Teflament, a few of the moft ftriking, and 

the 
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the moft appropriate; fuch as the moll: 
zealous adherents to the Mofaic Law have 
allowed to be defcriptions of their expedied 
Meffiah, and fuch as the advocates of Chrif- 
tianity have proved, beyond all controverfy, 
to relate exclufively to tlie Author and Fi- 
nilher of their faith. 

The fcheme of Prophecy commences 
with the fall of man ; in compaffion to the 
affli6led fmners, God vouchfafes to tell them, 
*^ that he would put enmity between the 
ferpent and the woman, * and between his 
feed and her feed, and that the feed of the 
woman lliould bruife the ferpent's head ^/' 
Taken fingly, and without any connexion 
with the fubfequent Prophecies, it w^ould 
be difficult perhaps to aflign a reafon, why 
this declaration fliould be applied to Chrift: 
but every Revelation that follows it is an 
additional affurance to us, that this is in- 
deed the bafis of them all, the firft poiitive 
affurance of future Redemption. 

The Jewifli Church always confidered it 
to be fo ; and, in later times, the Prophet 

^ Gen. iii. 15. 

Ifaiah 
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Ifaiah alludes to it, as a known and efta- 
bliflied point, when he is defcribing the 
glories of Chrift's kingdom, and the happi- 
nefs w^hich awaits the feed of the blelfed 
of the Lord ; for '' then," fays he, ^^ duft 
Ihall be the ferpent's meat^." 

Chrillians at all times have agreed in 
confidering this declaration of the Almighty 
to be the earlieft daw^n of that hope, which 
is now become a fiire and certain confi- 
dence ; ^* a light," as the Apoftle fays, 
*' fliining in a dark place, which gradually 
became more vifible, till it opened into 
perfed: day 
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After this original promife of Redemp- 
tion, made by God himfelf, the Antedilu- 
vian world were not favoured with any 
farther intimation of the will of God : ido- 
latry and irreligion wxre permitted to take 
their courfe, till the meafure of iniquity 
was full : nor does it appear, that the fa- 
ther of the reftored world, the juft and 
righteous Noah, although gifted occafional- 
ly with fome portion of the Holy Spirit,. 

^ Ifai. Ixv, 2j. * a Pet. i. 19. 

for 
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for the good of his contemporaries, was 
empowered to make to them any more cx- 
phcit declaration of the merciful intentions 
of Providence. The covenant which God 
made with him, although it isilyled a per- 
petual covenant, " the covenant of the age, 
or the everlafting covenant ^ ;*' uldvog J/a- 
^i^Kviy as the Seventy have tranflated it; 
from the time at which it was made, and 
the fign or token which accompanied it, 
appears to have been a temporal covenant 
merely; a promife, that the earth fliould 
not be deftroyed again in the fame way : 
and afterwards,when he predicts the fortunes 
of his fons, the benedidion of Shem, whe- 
ther with our common verfionS vve read, 
'' Bleffed be the Lord God of Shem *," or 
with a great oriental critic, *' Blefled of Je- 
hovah, my God, be Shem*";" this bene- 
didion cannot, I think, be underftood to 
mean more than that the pofterity of Shem 
would be, as we know they adually were^ 
a peculiar people, under the immediate 
protedion and government of God. 

^ Gen. ix. 1 6. ^ Gen. ix, 26. 

*" Kennicott's Differtation on the Hebrew Text, p. j6i. 

We 
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We may go on then to the call of A- 
iraham : at that time we learn that the 
extraordinary perfon, who was firft fpoken 
if generally as ^^ the feed of the woman" 
was deiigned, that is, to be born in the 
lefh, and to come in the form and fub- 
tance of a man), was to be a defcendant 
►f the Holy Patriarch ; ^^ in thee," fays the 
Almighty, *^ fliall all families of the earth 
)e bleiTed "." Ifmael, the firft born, is af-f 
efwards excluded from the envied inherit- 
mce; he is promifed the enjoyment of tem- 
)oral profperity indeed, that his dominions 
hall be fertile, that he Ihall be the head 
)f a princely line, and the founder of a 
;reat and mighty nation ""; but the cove- 
lant of grace meanwhile is eftabliflied with 
Ifaac, and in the fame manner it was after- 
wards taken from Efau, and limited to the 
pofterity of Jacob ^. 

To the Patriarch ^ Jacob it is repeated 
apon feveral occafions, and in various ways ; 
3y dreams and nightly vifions, and by the 
;>erfonal appearance even of the Holy One, 

^ Gen. xii. 3. ^ Gen. xvii. 20. 

P Gen. xxvii. 29. "^ Gtn, xxviii. 15. 

that 
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that the bleffing of Abraham was conferred 
upon him ; and he in his laft moments 
transfers it, in a remarkable Prophecy, to his 
fon Judah. 

" Judah," fays the Patriarch, whdn he is 
announcing to his aflembled fons the for- 
tunes which are to befal them in the laft 
days, '^ Judah," thou art he whom thy bre- 
thren fhall praife ; thy hand Ihall be in the 
neck of thine enemies, thy father's children 
fhall bow down before thee ;" " the Scep- 
tre Ihall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him Ihall the gathering of 
the people be '. 

I am aware that no fingle Prophecy of 
the Old Teftament has received fo great 
a variety of interpretations, as this remark- 
able Prophecy of Jacob: but they are critical 
interpretations of words : the general mean- 
ing and intent of the Prophecy has been 
admitted on ail hands ; and whether the 
word Shiloh be tranflated, as it is in the 
Latin Vulgate, ^i 7nitte72dus ejiy he who 

^ Gen. xlix. 8 — lO. 

is 



/ 



SERMON V. 1^9 

is to be fent ; whether we read with fome 
copies of the Septuagint verfion, tcc ccTroKet- 
fjLtvoc avT^, the things referved for him, or 
with other copies, S' uTroTceTT^ti he for whom 
it IS referved ; it cannot be difputed, but 
that the perfon fo alluded to is ^^ the feed 
of the woman," the Meffiah of the Jews, 
the Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. 

And if we attend to the time at which 
the Prophecy was delivered, and the lan- 
guage in which it is conveyed ; if we confi- 
der, that the defcendants of Abraham were 
now recently fettled in the land of Goflien ; 
that they were to continue there in flavery 
for four generations ; and that God thus 
promifed them a perpetuity of temporal 
dominion — a continuance of it at leaft, un- 
til the appearance of their great Deliverer ; 
we may conclude, that it was mercifully 
given to fupport them under the hardlhips 
which they were to endure, and to con- 
vince them, that the covenant made with 
their anceftors would be religioufly per- 
formed. 

The promife thus limited to the tribe of 
K Judah 
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Judah refted there for feveral centuries: 
during the whole of the captivity in Egypt, 
no farther intimations are given of future 
redemption. But when the Jews had efcapcd 
from their long fervitude, and, after all their 
trials and fufFerings, were entering, under 
the guidance of their Legiflator, upon the 
promifed land, the Holy Spirit compels a 
Heathen Soothiayer to confirm and ratify 
the original covenant in the face of their 
enemies: *^ Blefled," fays Balaam, in tli^ 
very words which Jacob had ufed before 
him, '' Blefled is he that blcfleth thee, and 
curfed is he that curfeth thee^;" and then, 
in defiance of the refentment of Balak, he 
breaks forth into a rapturous anticipation 
of the triumphs of the MeflTiah : ** I Ihall 
fee him, but not now ; I Ihall behold him, 
but not nigh : there Ihall come a ftar out 
of Jacob, and a fceptre fhall rife out of If- 
rael ; out of Jacob fhall come he that fhall 
have dominion, and fhall deflroy him that 
remaineth of the city *." 

That the Holy Spirit, when thefc ex- 
prefTions were ufed, might defign in the 

*'>^Numb. xxiv. 9. ^ Numb, xxiy. 17 — 19. 

firft 
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firft. inifence to allude to David, and his 
conquefts of the Moabites and the Edomites, 
I do not deny: but the expreffions evident- 
ly prove, that the Prophecy had a farther 
view to the glories and the univerfal do- 
minion of the Meffiah. 

It was now a very important crifis in 
the hiftory of the Jews : they were upon 
the point of entering that country which 
God had promifed to their anceftors ; and 
at this critical period, Mofes their leader, 
he who had conducted them out of Egypt, 
who had fupported thera in all their diffi- 
culties, had interceded with their God for 
them, and given them a civil polity, and a 
religion — this divine jLcgiflator was upon 
the eve of quitting them for ever. Before 
his departure, he comforts them with the 
promife of another Prophet, like unto him- 
felf : *' The Lord thy God will raife up 
unto thee a Prophet, from the midft of 
thefj, of thy brethren, like unto me ; unto 
him ftiall ye hearken ^." If it be quef- 
tioned, whether this be a Prophecy of 
Chrift or not, we may appeal not only to 

^ Deut. xviii. i^. 

K z the 
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the fimilitude between the blefied Jefus 
and the Jewilh Legiilator, or the degree of 
infpiration, or their perfonal convcrfation 
with the moft High God> but to the un- 
>doubted authority of an infpired Apoftle. 
St. Peter does fo apply it in his firft ha- 
rangue to the Jews ; " For Mofes truly 
faid,'* he argues, ^* unto the fathers, A Pro- 
phet Ihall the Lord God raife up unto you 
of your brethren, like unto mc ; him;fliall 
ye hear in all things, whatfoever he Ihall fay 
unto you *.'* 

Thus it was that the Jews were taught 
to exped in their Meffiah the gifts and 
endowments of a Prophet; and the holy 
Evangelift informs us, that the multitude, 
when they were miraculoufly fed by Je- 
fus, cried out immediately, *' This is of a 
truth that Prophet that Ihould come into 
the world ^'' • 

In the interval between the death of 
Mofes and the eftablifliment of David 
upon the throne of Ifrael, the Prophetic 
oracles are filent : during that period, the 

* Adls iii. 22. y John vi. 14. 
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chofen people were gradually extending 
their conquefts, and acquiring a fccure and 
permanent eftabliihment in the land of Car 
naan. Then God was ever prefent with 
then>, in eyery event of their lives; bo^l^ 
their welfare as a cx>mmunity, and their 
happinefs as individuals, were under the 
immediate guidance of his particular Pro- 
vidence. They wanted not therefore the 
waning voice of the Prophet, to point out 
to them impending dangers, or to fuftain 
and confole them under their actual pref- ' 
fure: the pronlife of Abraham, as it was 
now called ;, the. covenant made by the 
Almighty with their righteous progenitors, 
in their own pcrfons they had feen fulfilled^ 
in one fenfe^ by the acquifition of the con- 
quered provinces of the Canaanites. With 
Juft confidence, therefore, they might an- 
ticipate its full and final accomplifhment. 
But it ftill continued to be the general in- 
heritance of Judah, till the eftablifliment 
of David upon the throne,, and then it was 
limited to the houfe and family of that 
prince. 

'' Go," fays the Hqly Spirit to the Pro- 
K 3 phet 
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phet Nathan, *' Go, and tell my fervant 
David, Thus faith the Lord — When thy 
Jays be fulfilled, and thou fhalt fleep with 
thy fathers, I will fat' up thy feed after 
thee, which fhall proceed out of thy bowels, 
'and I will eflablifh his kingdoni. He fhaH 
build an houfe for my name, and I v^H 
ftablifh the throne of his kingdom for eter; 
and thine hoVife and thy kingdom Jhiffl be 
eftablifhed for ever before thee ; ihy tferoiie 
ftiall be eflablifhed for ever *." 

If it be faid, that this is a prophetical 
defcription of Solomon, and not of Chrift, 
we may afk, whether it is true of Solo- 
mon to fay, that he fhould be raifed to tHc 
throne, when David flept with his fathers, 
that his kingdom fhould be perpetual, and 
his throne eflablifhed for ever ? It may alio 
be afked, whether the Holy Spirit does not 
allude to this very Prophecy, as relating to 
Chrifl, when the Angel announces to thc^ 
blefTed Virgin, avowedly fpeaking of Chrift, 
that the Lord fhould give unto him the 
throne of his Father David, ^' that he ihould 
reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever; and of 

* 2 Sam. vii. 5 — 16. 

his . 
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his kingdom there fhould be no end ^ ?" As 
the temporal fplendour of the Jewifli nation 
was at its height during the reigns of Da- 
vi4 and Solomon, fo alfo their Religion was 
at that time more free than cycr from Pa- 
gan fuperftitions, and their attachment to 
Jthe God of their fathers more fteady and 
move inviolable. 

But from that period, idolatrous wor- 
ihip be^an to g^n ground amongft them ; 
a iucceffion of vicious princes corrupted 
the public ritual, and debafed the Religion 
p( their people. Then it was, that the Al- 
mighty thought fit to impart more liberally 
the gifts of his Holy Spirit, and to reveal 
with greater particularity, for the fupport, 
it may well be fuppofed, and the comfort 
of the righteous, who adhered to the only 
true' God, the charafter and the office of 
him, which was to accomplifh the original 
promife. 

Whilft fome of the infpired Prophets are 
commanded to cenfure the prevailing vices, 
and the crimes of the people ; to paint in 

* Luke 1.33. 
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ftrong colours the odious fin of Idolatry, 
and to call them back, if poffible, to the 
worfliip of the true God ; others are em- 
ployed to defcribe, in glowing imagery, and 
appropriate language, the future advent of 
the Meffiah, the glories of his kingdom, 
and the brilliant rewards which are re- 
ferved for the righteous. The Prephct 
Ifaiah, being fent to announce to Ahaz the 
aflurances of deliverance from his confede- 
rate - enemies, gives him at the fame time 
the aiTurance of an higher and more im- 
portant deliverance, to be granted in later 
times. The houfe of David, he tells him, 
Ihall never fail, till that great deliverance 
takes place : and this is to happen, tvhen 
" a Virgin Ihall conceive and bring forth a 
fbn, whofe name Ihall be called Imma- 
nuel ^" " There (hall come forth a Rod," 
fays the fame Prophet, " out of the ftem 
of JelTe, and a Branch Ih^ll grow out of his 
roots: the Spirit of the Lord ihall reft upon 
him — with righteoufnefs Ihall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth — righteoufnefs fhall be the gir- 

^ Ifai. vii. 14. 

die . 
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die of his loins, and faithfulnefs the girdle 
of his reins ^" , 

Other fimilar predictions of the fame 
Prophet I pafs over purpofely : my wifli is 
to trace the feries of Prophetical Revelation 
from the beginning, not to detail all that 
the Prophets have fpoken ; other wife it 
vrould be eafy from the volume of the 
Evangelical Prophet, whofe prediftions 
are, in truth, a hiftory of the Gofpel — it 
would be eafy to perceive, that Chrift was 
to confirm the authority of his miflSon, 
and to prove his Divinity by a difplay of 
benevolent miracles ; that he was to be 
rejected by the Jews to w^hom he was 
fent, and received by the Gentiles, al- 
though defcended from the royal houfc 
of David ; that his immediate Parents were 
to be in a ftate of humiliation and indi- 
gence ; that he " was to be a man of for- 
rows, and acquainted with grief;" to be 
wounded for our tranfgreffions, and to 
fufFer for our iniquities'*; and yet, that " his 
name fhould be called Wonderful, Coun- 
fellor, the mighty God, the everlafting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of peace^." 

*^ Ifai. xi. I. ^ Ifai. liii. 3. * Ifai. ix. 6. 

It 
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It would be eafy to cite the paflagcs 
themfelves, in which thofe extraordinary, 
and to all appearance contradictory, cir- 
cumftanccs are foretold: but I haft«i to 
other Prophecies. About the fame period 
of the Jewifh hiftory, the Prophet Micah 
marks the place in which the Meiliah was 
to be bom. " But thou, Bethlehem J&phra- 
tah," lays he, " though thou be little among 
the thouiands of Judah, yet out of the^ 
iliall he come forth unto me, that is to be 
Ruler in Ifrael ; whofe goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlafting^'* 

As we proceed in the hiftory of the 
Jewifli people, we find, that when the 
vengeance of the Almighty had overtaken 
them; when their city and their temple 
were deftroyed, and their tribes led away 
into captivity, ftronger and fuller ailurances 
w ere continually given them of future dc-? 
liverance. 

In the days of affii<^on and public ca- 
lamity, the imbelievcr was always ready 
to deride the expedations of the faithful, 
and to accufe the Almighty of tardinefs 

' Micah V. 2. 

in 
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m the execution of his promifcs : " Let 
him mak« fpeed-, and haften his work," 
they iaid^ <* that we may fee it; and let the 
couiifel of the Holy One of Ifracl draw- 
nigh and come, that we may know^." God 
therefore vouchfafes to afford to his righ- 
teous fervants, that they^might refute the 
cavik of the gainfayers, a clearer and more 
explicit affurancc, that his promife was ne- 
ver forgotten- 

** Behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord," by the mouth of his Prophet Jere- 
miah, " that i, will perform that good 
thing which I have promifed ^nto the 
houfe of Ifrael, and to the houfe of Judah ; 
inthofe days, and at that time, will Icaufe 
the Branch of Righteoufnefs to grow up 
unto David ; and he Ihall execute judgment 
and Tighteoufnefs in the land: in thofe days 
fliall Judah be iaved, and Jerufalem Ihall 
dwell fafely ; and this is the name where- 
with he Ihall be called, the Lord our Righ- 
tcoufnefs^." And when thofe days come, the 
Holy Spirit by the fame Prophet declares, 
that the Mofaic Law ihall give place to the 

K Ifai. V. 19. ^ Jercm. xxxiii. 14. 

new 
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new covenant. " After thofe days/! feidi 
the Lord, " I will put my Law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; 
and I will be their God, and they fliall be 
my people ^'* 

The Prophet Ezekiel, who was himfelf 
a captive in Chaldea, declares, that *' the 
fcattered flock fhall at length be gathered 
into their fold; and I will let up one fhep- 
herd over them, and he Ihall feed them, 
even my fervant David ; he fliall feed them, 
and he fliall be their fliepherd, and I the 
Lord will be their God, and I will make 
with them a covenant of peace*".*' 

To the holy Daniel, when he is praying 
to the Almighty to take pity upon his peo^ 
pie, and to redeem them from their capti- 
vity, the angel Gabriel announces the pre- 
cife time of the Mefliah's appearance upon 
earth. *' Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people, and thy holy city, to punifli 
their tranfgreflion, and to make an end of 
fins ; to bring in everlafl:ing righteoufnefs, 
and to feal up the vifion, and the * Pro- 

* Jerem. xxxi. 33. * Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
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phecy, and to anoint the moft Holy."* 
*' Know therefore and underfland," fayfe 
the angel, " that from the going forth of 
the commandment to reftore and to build 
Jerufalem unto the Meffiah, the prince, 
ihall be feven weeks ; and after threefcore 
and two weeks Ihall Meffiah be cut off, 
but not for himfelf '.'* 

I forbear all comment upon this ftrik- 
ing predidion ; it is impoffible for lan- 
guage to be more precife ; and it has 
been the ftudy of pious and learned men, 
to fliew how exactly it was verified by the 
event. 

We are now come to the laft period in 
the hiftory of Prophecy : the Jews were to 
return from their captivity, and to rebuild 
their Temple ; but it was to be far inferior 
to the former in external fplendour, in 
decorations, and all the vifible tokens of 
the immediate prefence of their tutelary 
God. 

The Holy Spirit, at this time, while it 

^ Dan. ix. 25. 

fii!:nifies 
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iignifies the approach of their Deliverer, 
ufes that method of confoling the people 
for the evident diminution of the iplen- 
dour of their Temple. '* Behold," fays the 
Prophet Zechariah, *^ the man whofe name 
is the Branch; and he fhall grow up out of 
his place, and he fliall build the temple erf" 
the Lord : even he Ihall build the temple 
of the Lord i and he fhall bear the ^ory, 
and ihall fit and rule upon his throoe» and 
he fhall be a priefl upon his throne ' 



, m ♦» 



When the elders of Ifrael are looking 
back with regret and fbrrow to what they 
had loft, the Holy Spirit forbids them to 
defpair : God, by his Prophet Haggai, xe- 
minds them o£ the covenant he had made 
with their fathers, and of his fixed and in* 
violable purpofe ; and afTures them, that 
he will make the latter houfe more glori- 
ous than the former* '^ Yet once it is a 
little while, and I will fhake all nations, 
and the defire of all nations fhall come ; 
and I will fill his houfe with glory -7- the 
glory of this latter houfe fhall be greater 
than jof the former, faith the Lord of 

" Zechar. vi. 12. 

Hofts; 
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Hofts ; and in this place will I give 
peace"." 

Malachi, the laft of the illuftrious lirle, 
affures them, at the fame time, that to 
this their new Temple the Mefliah would 
come. '* Behold," fays he, "I will fend my 
meffenger, and he Ihall prepare the way 
before me : and the Lord, whom ye feek, 
fliall fuddenly come to his temple, even 
the meffenger of the covenant, whom ye 
delight in : behold, he Ihall corne, faith 
the Lord of Hofts\" 

With this exprefs and pofitive affurance 
the vifion was fealed up, and the book of 
Prophecy clofed : for a period of more than 
two centuries, God left his people to re- 
fled: upon the revelations which he had 
already given them, to meditate conti- 
nually upon the holy Oracles which were 
committed to their cuftody, and to cherilh 
in their minds the anxious expectation of 
that glorious Perfon who was to come. 

Thus I have traced, from the fall of 

» Hagg. ii. 6. ® Mai. iii. i. 

man, 
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man, a regular fucceffion of Prophecies, 
delivered at diftant intervals of time, and 
under very different circumftances of tem- 
poral fortune and profperity ; but all com- 
bining to fliew, that at a certain time an 
extraordinary perfon would appear among 
the Jews, and all agreeing that that perfon 
would be of the tribe of Judah, and of the 
royal lineage of David ; that he would be 
a Prophet, ^ King, and a Pricft ; that he 
would come as a meffenger from God, and 
would proclaim a new covenant, a cove- 
nant of peace, not only to the Jews, but 
to the whole race of mankind. 

Of the Prophecies which I have felefted, 
almoft all relate exclufively, and in their 
primary fenfe, to Chrift ; and for that rea- 
Ibn I have confined myfelf to them; not 
that the evidence of other Prophecies, of 
thofe which relate in their primary fenfe to 
David, or Solomon, or any other illufbi- 
ous Ifraelite, and in their fecondary only 
to Chrill, is not as clear, as conclufive, 
and as fatisfaclor}' ; for fo it certainly is : 
when the holy Plalmill fays, '' Thou fhalt 
not leave my ibul in hell, neither (halt 

thou 
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thou fufFer thine holy one to fee coitup- 
tion^," he is clearly fpeaking, not of him- 
felf, but of Chrift; becaufe> as the Apoftle 
St. Peter argues, ** David died, and was 
buried with his fathers, and iaw corrup- 
tion; Chrift did not"*; and fo in every cafe, 
where a Prophecy is fuppofed to have a 
double fenfe, if there be any one circum- 
fiance which cannot poffibly apply to the 
perlbn humanly fpoken of, we are to con- 
clude, that beyond its immediate applica- 
tion it has a reference ultimately to Chrift. 
The force of the Prophecy therefore is 
equally ftxong: but ftill, where there is any 
thing of ambiguity, or any thing like m}^- 
tical allufjon, the prediction is more expofed 
to cavil, and mifconception, and mifinter- 
pretation ; while the force of the direft 
Prophecies, neither the artifices of the 
Jewifh Interpreter, nor the fneers and ri- 
dicule of the Infidel*, have ever been able 
to weaken, or. to elude. 

Of the ufe of Prophecy in general, and 
of the nature of the argument with which 
it fupplies the Chriftian, it is not to be ex- 
pefted that I ftiould fay much ; it is 

f VfaXm xvi. 10. *i A^s ii. 27.xiii. 35. 

L enough 
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enough for my purpofe to have Ihewtt, 
that the Holy Spirit gradually announced 
with more and more perfpicuity, as the 
fulnefs of time drew near, the advent of 
the Mediator, who was to efFed: the great 
purpofe of man's redemption. Every thing 
befide is foreign from my fubjecft. But as in 
our days the frivolous cavils and the petu- 
lant declamations of forgotten fceptics are 
continually received by the Sophifts of the 
modern fchools of infidelity, it would -be 
wrong perhaps to pafs over in total filence, 
a topic fa nearly conneAed with the argu- 
ment before us. 

It was fald by Porphyry, and by Celfiis, 
in the earlieft days of Chriftianity; it has 
been faid by the Deifts of our times ; and 
it is one of the favourite aflertions of all 
unbelievers, that Prophecy may be a good 
evidence to a Jew, or to one who believes 
the Divinity of the Mofaic Law, and 
really thinks, that the Prophetical books 
were diAated by God ; but that it is be- 
neath the notice of minds that are enlight- 
ened by philofophy, and which foar above 
the bigotry of vulgar prejudices. 

What 
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What then if it can be proved that an 
event, of which at the time there w^as no 
appearance or probability whatever, was 
literally predided for ages before it took 
place, and that it did take place at the very 
time and in the very manner foretold ; 
if this can be proved, is it not to all men 
equally, to the Gentile as well as to the Jew, 
an inconteftible evidence of the interpofi- 
tion of God ? 

If, for example, the Holy Spirit declared 
of Iftimael, that " he Ihould be a wild 
man; that his hand Ihould be againft every 
man, and every man's hand againft him; 
and that his feed fliould not be numbered 
for multitude' ;" and we find, that this 
defcription is verified at this day in the 
numbers^ the wandering life, and the un- 
conquerable fpirit of his defcendants in 
Arabia : i-f it was faid of Canaan, that he 
Ihould be ''a fervant of fervants unto his 
brethren^" and we fee his wretched pofte- 
xity ftill groaning under the yoke of the 
crueleft and moft oppreffive fervitude : if 
Tyre, Nineveh, Babylon, and Jerufalem, 

' Gen. xvi. 10 — 12. * Gen. ix. 25. 
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were all deftroyed preclfely as the Pro- 
phet has declared that they fhould be, are 
not all thefc fa<3:s plain and forcible appeals 
to the underftanding of every human being, 
who is capable of thinking or reafoning at 
all? 

But the obfcurity of Prophecies, it is 
faid, gives fuch a latitude of interpretation, 
that no certain dependance is to be placed 
upon them. That Prophecies are obfcure 
cannot be denied ; they muft all be more 
or lefs fo, from the very nature of the cafe: 
for as it was not pollible to reveal plainly 
and explicitly, during^ the cxiftence of a 
preparatory difpeniation, the great truths 
referved for the latter days, it was necef- 
lary to throw over them the myfterious ' 
veil of Prophetical phralcology. But if the 
Prophecy be a literal one, a comparifon 
with the event will remove the obfcurity, 
and precifely fix its meaning ; if it be figu- 
rative, the difficulty arifing from figurative ; 
and iymbolical expreffions cannot be done 
away even by the event ; for, as the great 
author of the dilcourfe on the Ufe of Pro- 
phccv has obfc^^-ed, a figurative defcription 

of 
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of a future event will be figurative ftill, and 
will have all the obfcurity of a figurative 
defcription as well after, as before, the 
events 

But to bring the whole queflion to an 
ifTue : there are in faft but two points to 
be confidered ; and no honefl and impartial 
mind, that has fatisfied itfelf upon thofe two 
points, can fail to look with a firm and un- 
fhaken faith, till it fhall pleafe the Al- 
mighty to make known to us, what even 
now continues to be fhrouded from our 
view ; for, as yet the vifion is for an appoint- 
ed time"." 

In the firfl place, is it pofTible, that the 
Prophecies, which fo clearly and pointedly 
announce a Redeemer to comd, Ihould be 
forgeries ? That they undoubtedly could 
not be fo, mufl be evident to every one, 
who recoUeds, that the facred depofit of 
Prophecy was committed to the care of 
a whole nation ; that the feveral predic- 
tions of thofe infpired perfons, whofe cha- 

^ See Sherl<K'k*s Difcourfe on the Ufe of Prophecy. 
« Habbak. 11.3. 
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JEREMIAH xlvi. a8. 

EAR THOU NOT, O JACOB MY SERVANT,, 
SAITH THE LORD : FOR I AM WITH 
thee; for I WILL MAKE A FULL END 
OF ALL THE NATIONS WHITHER I 
HAVE DRIVEN THEEI BUT I WILL NOT 
MAKE A FULL END OF THEE. 

riTAVING fhewn in my former Lec- 
^-«- tures what were the great ufes of 
le preparatory difpenfations of Jiidaifm, 
: IS now time for me to confider the ad- 
ilrable methods of God's providence, by 
vhich it was contrived, that the fortunes 
f the Jewifh people, their political revolu- 
tions. 
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tions, and their altetnate changes from 
power and profperity to humihation and 
flavery, lliould all contribute to promote 
the great purpofe of prefcrvdng in the world 
the' knowledge of the true God, and of 
preparing" the way for the promifed Mef- 
fiah. 

It is reafonable to exped:, that a nation 
fet apart and diftinguilhed from all others, 
in the eflential features of laws, cuftoms, 
and religion, fliould alio be diftinguilhed 
by fomc ftriking peculiarity in their exter- 
nal circumftances, that the viciffitudes of 
their fortunes would be more uncommon, 
and that their happinefs and their mifeiy 
would carry with them fome indications of 
the defign, for which they were originally 
feparated from the reft of mankind. 

In the declaration, by which the Pro- 
phet is ordered to confole the companions 
of his captivity, a difference is marked be- 
tween the condud: of the Almighty to his 
chofen people, and to the reft of mankind: 
" Fear not, O Jacob," faith the Lord; 
'* other nations I will utterly deftroy— 

thine 
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thine enemies, thofe who have been the 
minifters of my vengeance to punifti thee, 
fhall be fwept aw^ay trom the face of the 
earth: but of thee I will not make a full 
end/' 

This then is the peculiarity by which 
the Jews, as a nation, were ftrongly con- 
trafted, in their external circumftances, with 
every other nation exifting; that they were 
not at all afFecfted by thofe circumftances 
of alliance, of commerce, of migration, or 
of conqueft, which either infenfibly change 
the manners arid habits of a people, or force 
them reluctantly into new aflbciations, till 
every trace of their original charad:er be 
loft : that although unfortunate as no peo- 
ple ever were (for they ftri(ftly verified 
-\Vhat their Legillator had foretold, '^ that 
no mifery fliould be like their mifery"), 
they tenacioufly preferved the remembrance 
of the promife of Abraham : although 
fcattered and difperfed over the face of the 
globe, their national charafter was as dif- 
tindl as if they had never quitted the con- 
fines of the promifed land : and although 
reduced by the ravages of incefTant wars, 

arid 
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and the fevere hardfliips of fervitude, their 
population continually increafed; and the 
remnant, to whofe forrow and contrition 
God once more granted the poffeffions of 
their forefathers, became again in no long 
time a flourilhing and powerful people. 

Thus it was contrived by the wifdom of 
God, for the inftru6lion and benefit of all 
his creatures, that the whole tenor of the 
Jewifli hiftory fliould contain a conftant 
difplay of his particular providence ; and as 
it hath pleafed him, that the events of that 
hiftory lliould be recorded for our ufe, un- 
der the immediate guidance of his Holy 
Spirit, w^e are to profit from the leffons it 
conveys, as much as thofe who were fpec- 
tators of the fad: recorded : nor are we 
left to the fallible and uncertain conclu- 
fions of our own reafon ; for this hiftory 
(it is the obfervation of a great man, and I 
will give it in his own expreffive language) 
hath herein a fingular prerogative above 
all that have been written by the moft Ef- 
ficient of merely human authors — it fetteth 
down exprefsly the true and firft caufes of 
all that happened, not imputing '' the death 

of 
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of Ahab to his over forwardnefs III battle/' 
the " ruin of his family to the fecurity of 
Jehoram in Jezreel ;" nor the " viftories of 
H[azael to the great commotions raifed in 
firael, by the coming of Jehu ; but refer- 
ring all unto the will of God, I mean, unto 
t>is revealed will*." 

It is not that the fates and fortunes of 
blie reft of mankind were not as much un- 
cier the control and diredibn of God's pro- 
vidence, as thofe of the people of Ifrael : 
but the interpofition of that providence 
"was not fo vilible, nor fo evident to man — 
In the annals of prophane hlftory, we pafs 
to the firft great Origin of all, through the 
medium of fecondary caufes ; and too often, 
it is to be feared, the mind ftops there, and 
is content to attribute the effed: produced 
to the immediate caufe before us ; to the 
operation of the paffions, or the appetites, 
or the underftanding of man, without raif- 
ing its thoughts to him who ufes the agen- 
cy of human affeftions, and human appe- 
tites, to bring to pafs the purpofes of his 

« Ralegh's Hiftory of the World, Book IL Part I. chap. 
xai. 

own 
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own eternal will. But when we open the 
facred Volume of infpiration, the cale is 
widely different; the tranfition from the ef- 
feft to the firft caufe is immediate ; tht 
will of God is announced, and the event 
follows that will, without any delay, or a^jy 
chain of intermediate operations — fuccefs 
and misfortune, defeat and victory — regu- 
larly follow the performance or the viola- 
tion of the original compacft made betweea 
God and his people. Thus we are brought, 
as it were, into the very counfels of the Al- 
mighty ; and the revealed will of God be- 
ing our guide, we can be at no lofs to com- 
bine the principal events, to bring thera to- 
gether under one view, and to trace them 
ultimately to that one great defign, which 
conned:s and harmonizes the whole. 

God, when he fix ft fummoned the father 
of the Jewiih people from his native coun- 
try, exprefsly told him, that his defcendants 
Ihould become a numerous people, numer- 
ous as '^ the fand of the fea, or the duft of 
the earth \" The holy Jacob is told, ^^ that 
he fliould fpread to the Eaft and the Weft, 

^ Gen. xii. 2. xiii. 16. 
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he North and the Souths" But when 
:he Patriarchal family went down to Egypt 
Mh their flocks, what reafon had they to 
sxpedl the accomplifliment of this promife? 
They were few in number, and poor and in- 
efficient in their circumftances. In the com- 
mon courfe of things, even if they had been 
favoured and cheriflied throughout by the 
Princes of Egypt, as they were at firft ; if 
their lives had been tranquil and eafy, and 
their refources affluent, ages and genera- 
tions muft have paffed aw^ay, before they 
could have been numerous enough to jufti- 
fy in any degree the expectations, which 
the promife rnade to their anceftors had 
raifed. But we know that their Uves were 
neither eafy nor undifturbed; a fpirit of jea- 
loufy, which the rapidity of their increafe 
feems firft to have excited, induced the E- 
gyptians to harrafs and opprefs thefe new 
fettlers, in whom they expeded to find a 
rival, and an enemy, and perhaps a con- 
queror. Laborious tafks were impofed 
upon them, under which it was conceived 
their ftrength muft fail ; the riggur of their 
fervitude was increafed, and every fcheme, 

*= Gen. xxviii. 14.' 
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that the bittereft malice could devife, was 
executed, in order to check and deprefi 
them ; but in vain : for, as their own hifto- 
rian informs us, ^' the more they were af- 
flided the more they multiplied and grew^" 
And when the days of their bondage were 
accomplilhed, they came forth, in defiance 
of all the attempts to detain them in fla- 
very, or to reduce them to inlignificance, a 
numerous and wealthy people. 

It was this miraculous increale, under 
circumftances fo inaufpicious, that they 
were afterwards commanded by their Le- 
giflator to commemorate, when they of- 
fered up to God the firft- fruits of their har- 
veft. The form of thanklgiving, which the 
Law prefcribed upon that folemn occafion, 
commences with a companion between 
their firft entry into Egypt, when they 
were going to feleft food for their lupport, 
and their triumphal departure from it, with 
the mighty fign and wonder accompanying 
their progrefs : the Angel of God con- 
tinually watching over them, and the Al- 
mighty arm uplifted, to check and difcom- 

d Exod. i. 12. 

fit 
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fit the hoft of their purfuers : ^' thou flialt 
ipeak and fay," faid the Law, '* before 
the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready to pe- 
rilh was my father; and he went down 
into Egypt and fojourned there with a 
few, and became there a nation great, 
mighty, and populous^" 

This was the firft ftep in the gradual 
accomphlhment of the temporal covenant.: 
redeemed from oppreffion and from fla- 
very, enriched with the treafures of their 
enemies, and evidently protecfled and 
guarded by God, the people of Ifrael now 
anticipated with confidence the pofTeffion 
of that good land which had been pro- 
mifed to their fathers : but they were not 
aware of the trials and the difficulties 
which ftill awaited them; that they were 
to wander for forty years, without any 
fixed or regular fettlement, in the pathlefs 
defert before them ; and that the land of 
plenty was only to be acquired by the 
conqueft of the warlike nations who then 
poficfled it. On the events which befel 
them 'in the wildernefs it would be idle to 

* Deut. xxvi. 5. 
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dwell ; it is known to every one, that as 
the courfe, which they took, deviated in 
many inftances from that which huma^i 
prudence, or human forefight, would have 
chofen; fo the mode of their fubfiftence, 
their drefs, and their diet, during their te- 
dious marches, were all miracles, and only 
to be accounted for by the conftant inter-, 
ference of God. So their own great leader 
told them; '' I have led you forty years," 
faid he, '' in the wildernefs : your deaths 
are not waxen old upon you, and thy flioe 
is not waxen old upon thy foot : ye have 
not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk 
wine or ftrong drink, that ye might know, 
that I am the Lord your God^.'* The 
great objeft then of this fojourning in the 
defert, and this continual dilplay of mira- 
cles, was to imprels upon their minds a 
thorough convidion of the power of God, 
and an implicit faith in his promifes. Let 
us fuppofe then, that all thefe trials are 
paft, that they are now a diftindl nation, 
with a code of judicial ordinances, a lyftem 
of morality, and a ritual of worfhip, all 
vouchfafed to them by God himfelf ; that 

^ Deut. xxix. 5. 
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Mofes, their Deliverer, their Mediator, and 
their Guide, after a formal ratification of 
the covenant with the Almighty, and a 
prophetic delineation of the bleffings and 
the curfes w^hich would inevitably attend 
their obedience, or difobedience, has de- 
parted from them for ever ; that, under the 
aufpices of his fucceflbr Jofliua, the tribes 
are fettled in their refpecSive allotments, 
precifely as the holy Patriarch Jacob, in 
his parting benediction^, and Mofes after 
him^, had predicted that they would be 
fettled. 

It is fcarcely credible how fliort an in- 
terval had paffed, before this perverfe and 
ungrateful people not. only forgot all that 
they had been taught, and all that they 
had fuffered, but violated even the ex- 
prefs condition upon which they knew 
that their exiftence as a nation depended. 
Inftead of afting as the delegates of God^ 
and the minifters of his vengeance, to pu- 
nifh the idolatrous Canaanites to the utter- 
moft, they became their partners and com- 
panions in • wickednefs, and offered up at 

* G^n. xlix. ** Deut. xxxiii. 
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the fhrines of the Syrian Deities of Baal 
and Afhtaroth, thofe ads of praife and 
adoration which they knew to, belong ex- 
clufively to the one true God : thus, al- 
though God, as it is faid, had *^ rolled away 
from them the reproach of Egypt*/' a 
greater reproach, and the ftain of fouler 
impiety, was fixed upon them. 

During the adminiftration of their 
judges, the Jewifli hiftory prefents to us 
little more than a pidure of their ftrange 
infatuation and blindnefs, and of the mer- 
cy and long fufFering of God ; a conftant 
repetition of the fame crimes, and the 
fame punifhments, the fame repentance, 
and the fame rewards: idolatry punilhed 
by flayery, and fincere acknowledgement 
of the offence, and return to the worfliip 
of the true God, rewarded by a refloration 
to liberty, and the pofTeflion of their pro- 
mifed inheritance. Of this difpenfation 
of providence, we cannot fail to remark, 
that the mode of punifliment, and the 
mode of reward, which God thought fit to 
adopt, were calculated in an eminent de- 
gree, not only to corred the idolatrous 

pro- 
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propenfities of the Ifraelites, but to imprefs 
iurrounding nations with a belief of the 
one true God, and thus to extend more 
widely the foundations of true religion. 

Thefe nations — the nations, that is, who 
from antient times had poflefled the pro- 
mifed land, and the countries bordering 
upon it, were either the defcendants of 
Canaan, or, more properly fpeaking, of 
Ham, or the relations and pofterity of 
Abraham, who gradually migrated to the 
territories originally defigned for them by 
' the Almighty : of Lot, for inftance, came 
the two great families of Moab and Am- 
mon ; of Efau,- the Idumaeans ; of Ma- 
dian, the Madianites ; and of Ifmael, the 
Ifmaelites and the Amalekites: and to the 
hatred which the Canaanites naturally would 
feel for an invader, who was come to rob 
them of all their poffeffions, to break down 
their images and their altars, to deftroy 
their hallowed groves, and to deface every 
veftige of the religion of their anceftors, 
the children of the. Patriarch Abraham ad- 
ded the animofity of i-ivals ; of rivals con- 
tending for that glorious inheritance, which 
M 3 had 
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had been promifed originally to all the 
feed of Abraham, without any diftindlion 
or limitation. In the fight of thefe na- 
tions, therefore, no puniftiment and no re- 
ward could be fo impreffive, or fb awful, 
as the grant or the deprivation of that 
country, in which they all luppofed they 
had a right to participate. This therefore 
was the fcene which the Almighty chofe 
for a difplay of his power ; from thence he 
drove his people when they forgot him, or 
rebelled againft him, and forced them to 
bend their neck under the yoke of the 
very rivals who hated and defpifed them ; 
and thither he brought^ them back again, 
when they ,were repentant and forrowfiil, 
with ^^ a mighty hand, and outftretched 
arm," by the fingle and unaiEfted efforts 
of his chofen fervants, of Sampfon, of Gi- 
deon, of Jepthah, and Deborah. Thus it 
was, that, during the alternate viciffitudcs 
of comfort and 11a very, the nation ftill 
continued to increafe in numbers and in 
power; and if we go on to the times of 
their monarchy, when the fervant of God 
was called from the fheep-fold to fit upon 
the throne of Ifrael, when " the fame of 

him 
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him went out unto all lands, and the fear 
of him through all nations ;" we find, that 
in repeated conflicts they have conftantly 
been victorious, that they have gradually 
triumphed over their enemies, and ex- 
tended their dominions almoft, although 
not entirely, to the boundaries which God 
had fixed himfelf, from the " Red Sea even 
unto the fea of the Philiftinc, and from 
the defert unto the river"/' 

To thd extent of country which David 
acquired by conqueft, under the peaceful 
fway of his fucceffor, they added the ad- 
vantages of commerce. His alliance with 
Hiram of Tyre, and his marriage with the 
Egyptian Princefs, contributed to aid and 
promote the plans which his own wifdom 
had devifed ; and fron;! the ports of Elath 
and Eziongeber, which h6 improved and 
fortified, the wealth of Africa and India 
flowed into Jerufalem, until, as the facred 
Hiftorian informs us, " cedars^ were as 
fycamore trees that are in the vale for 
abundarice, and filver in Jerufalem as 
ftones." If, from this period of fplendour 

^ Exod. xxiii. 31. '1 Kings x. 27. 

M 4 and 



i68 S E R M O N VI. 

and profpcrity, we go on to the revolt of 
the ten tribes, and the feparation of the 
two kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah, it ap- 
pears, that the ancient fondnefs for idola- 
trous devotion, which had long lain dor- 
mant, revived with increafed ardor. The 
worfhip of the golden calves at Bethel 
juftified the pra<3;ice, and led the way to 
all the monftrous corruptions, and the 
prophane rites, which the kings of Ifrael 
were eager to fandlion and encourage. 
In vain did God by the mouth of his holy 
Prophets warn them of their danger, and 
command them to return to the way of 
righteoufnefs which they had forfaken; nei- 
ther the picture of ruin and defolation, 
which the Holy Spirit was continually pre- 
fenting to their imaginations, nor the par- 
tial evils which they fuffered, nor the re- 
moval of the flower of their countrymen 
into Egypt and Chaldea, had any efFed: 
upon this deluded people : th^y perfevered 
in the open abufe of their law, and the 
contempt and defiance of God, until their 
city and their temple were deftroyed, and 
the whole nation reduced to flavery. Dur- 
ing the -whole period of this their greateft 

and 
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ind longeft captivity, the providence of 
jod was watching over them continually : 
:hey were kept diftinft in every refped:, 
md feparate from their conquerors. Of 
[ehoiakim their King, it is faid, that ** his 
hrone was fet above the throne of the 
Cings that were in Babylon".'- Many of 
he principal leaders were raifed to fitua- 
ions of power and confidence ; and the 
^eat body of the people were ordered, by a 
)iiblic decree, to take wives for them and 
or their ions, that they '^ might be increafed 
here," as the Prophet tells us, " and not 
llminilhed "/' 

Repentance and a confeflion of their 
^ilt, after the period had elafped, which. 
?vas ordained before of God, produced their 
"uftomary efFed: ; and the people were re- 
tored to their country ; but riot the whole 
:>eople. 

Of the twelve tribes, two only, thofe of 
fudah and Benjamin, with the Levites, 
^ere permitted to return to Judea. From 
^hat time to the prefent, the fate of the 

°» a Kings xxv. 28. " Jer. xxix. 6* 
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other ten tribes has continued to be in- 
volved in obfcurity. Where they have fub-^ 
fifted, what their iituafion has been, and 
w^hether at this day traces of them are to 
be found, as modern travellers inform ns, 
in the plains of Hindoftan and China,, are 
queftions of curiofity, which have no con- 
cern w^ith our fubje(5l : and whatever their 
fate may have been, the predidion of the 
Prophet w^ould equally have been verified, 
that ^* within threefcore and five yean, 
Ephraim fliall be broken, that it be not a 
-people ''." Judah meanwhile, to whom 
belonged the adoption and the glory ^ ; and 
of whom, *' as in the flefh, Chrift was to 
come ;" he of whom his Father, in his laft ; 
prophetic benedidion, had faid, "that he 
Ihould be more numerous and more power- 
ful than his brethren *^ ; and that his polity, 
as a nation, fliould not be diflblved, till the 
actual appearance of the great Redeemer ;" 
Judah did return to the inheritance of his 
anccllors, and rebuilt the holy Temple of 
God. 

^ From the period of their reftoration, the 

• ITui. vii. 8. P Rom. ix. 4. « Gen. xlix. 
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\ Jews feem entirely tp have conquered that 
f fatal attachment to the idolatry of their 
■ Heathen neighbours, which had already in- 
volved ''them in fo many calamities. And 
as. if the, warning of Malachi, who clofed 
the illuilrious line of infpired Prophets, was 
perpetually founding in their ears, " re- 
member ye the law of Mofes, my fervant, 
which I commanded unto him in Ho- 
reb, for all Ifrael '," their, obfervance of 
the Mofaic Law, of its precepts,- atid 
its ordinances, appears to have b^en more 
fcmpulous, and more exaft, than it had 
been at any former period of their hif- 
tory. 

In the mean time, their political fitua- 
tion was more fecure, and more fettled : 
the Princes of Perfia, whofe vaft empire 
extended over the greater part of the Eaft- 
crn hemifphere, from India, as it is faid 
in the holy Scriptures of the kingdom of 
Ahaliierus, from India even unto Ethiopia,. 
over one hundred and feven and twenty 
provinces'". — thefe powerful Princes be- 

' Mai. iv. 4. • Efth. i. i. 

ftowcd 
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flowed upon the Jewifli nation peculiar 
marks of their favour ; and in later times, 
the great conqueror of the world, who 
broke this mighty empire, and divided its 
provinces amongft his followers, in the ca- 
reer of his vi(ftories fpared the holy city, 
and granted to its inhabitants all the privi- 
leges, and all the immunities, which their 
anceftors had enjoyed. 

If at this period we look to thd circum- 
ftances of the Jews in their own country, 
we find that they were fecure from the 
attack of furroundilig nations, which beforC'; 
w^ere haraffing them with perpetual ineijr- 
fions. Moab was gone : the Holy Spirit 
had declared, that it would be fb, that 
*' the :^oiler fhould come upon every 
city, and no city Ihould efcape : that the 
valley alfb fhould perifh, and the plain 
be deflroyed '." And this had been ac-* 
tually accomplilhed : the Philiflincs alfo^ 
and the Ammonites, had yielded to their 
fate. And Efau was adually in fcrvitude 
under the Jews : the very people whom they 

' Jer. xTviii. S. 
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had fcomcd arid hated, as the pofleflbrs of 
the 'birth-right of their anceftors. 

If we look abroad to diftant countries, 
and to cities far removed from Jerufalem, 
we fee the followers of Mofcs received 
every where with peculiar marks of favour 
and diftiniftion. At Athens, Corinth, and 
Ephefus, and all the principal cities of 
Greece, they had their own lynagogues ; in 
Egypt, they had their Temple, their Ma- 
giftrates, and a Government of their own : 
at Antioch, the Law of Mofes was preached 
continually, and even in Rome : jealous as 
the Romans were of any privileges, and 
much as they difliked the Jewifli people, 
there were times, when the Jews were per- 
mitted to legiflate for themfclves. 

In the conflicts between the Macedo- 
nian Princes of Syria and Egypt, Judea, 
from its fituation, was naturally expofed to 
perpetual incuriions : but of thefe Princes 
almoft all but one were the . friends and 
protestors of the Jewifli nation. That one 
indeed, as their Prophets had foretold, was a 
cruel and mercilefs perfecutor : he defaced 

the 
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the holy city, plundered the temple, and 
pillaged and deftroyed the inhabitants. But 
the vengeance of God overtook him, and 
in his laft moments he avows what he be- 
lieves to be the caufe of his fufferings: " The 
fleep," fays he, " is gone from mine eyes, 
and my heart faileth for very care : and I 
thought with myfelf, into what tribulation 
am I come, and how great a flood of mifc- 
ry it is wherein I now am ! for I was boun- 
tiful and beloved in my power. But now 
I remember the evils that I did at Jerulalcm; 
that I took all the veflels of gold and filvcr 
that were therein, and fent to dcftroy the 
inhabitants of Judea without a caufe* I 
perceive therefore, that for this caule thcfc 
troubles are come upon me ; and behold I 
perllli through great grief, in a ftrangc 
land °." Such was the confeflion of Antio- 
chus ; and while he was execrated for his 
cruelty, the nation, which he had oppreflcd, 
was admired for the intrepidity of its lead- 
ers, its undaunted fortitude, and its zeal 
in the defence of its religion. 

It happened however, that unfortunately 

" Mace. W. lo. Polyb. Fragm. p. 997. edit. Cafaub. 
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their own internal divifions foon opened 
the way for a new conqueror ; and the Jew^ 
ifli nation became at length the tributaries 
of Rome : but ftill they continued a dif- 
tin<9: people ; and with the legions of Rome 
ixi their city/the religion of Mofes was the 
fame, and the authority of the Sanhedrim 
continued inviolate • 

In this latter asra of their hiftory, there- 
fore, it appears, that they wxre expofed to 
fewer viciffitudes, and fewer calamities, 
than in earlier times ; that as they had not 
"been contaminated by the vices and the 
crimes of their forefathers, fo they had 
efcaped their awful punilhments : they had 
not been driven from their country, under 
the fcourge of the oppreflbr, into exile and 
captivity ; but, with few exceptions, had 
been permitted to cultivate in peace the 
inheritance of their forefathers. And in thi^ 
ftate they continued, until the appointed 
time arrived, the time which had been de- 
termined from old, upon them and upon 
the holy city, and until the meafure of 
their iniquity was full. 

If we look back to the principal epochs 
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in their hiflory, to their deliverance from 
Egypt, their fettlement in Canaan, the 
flourifliing days of their monarchy, their 
captivity in Babylon, and their fubfequent 
cfi^bUfhment in Judea ; it is evident be- 
yond all doubt, that they were miraculoufly 
prefcrved from that ruin, in which it is the 
fate of all nations to be involved, either 
by the violence of conqueft, or the filent 
and imperceptible attacks of time : that 
God always remembered the covenant 
which he had made with their fathers, the 
covenant of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; 
and that, when in the latter days the Mef- 
fiah came unto his own, he found them 
ilill exifting, with a civil polity, and a Re- 
ligion diftind: from that of any other na- 
tion in the world. 

But more than this; if we look to 
them under all their circumftances, and all 
their revolutions of fortune, whether they 
wxre profperous or unfortunate, whether 
they were at reft within the fertile borders 
of Paleftine, *' every man under his vin^j 
and under his fig-tree *," or *' mourning xtx 
flavery by the waters of Babylon ^ \' wc 



* Mic. iv. 4. y Pfalm cxxxvii. i. 
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fee them ftiU as the agents of the providence 
of God, who by thefe means was fecretly 
carrying on his great deiign, and preparing 
the world for the introdudion of the Gof- 
pel. . 

It is impoffible to fuppofe upon any prin- 
ciples of human reafon, that their earlieft 
captivity in Egypt, and their extraordinary 
deliverance, had not a powerful efFedl upon 
the minds of all who witneffed, and all who 
heard of it ; the miracles of Mofcs, the ra- 
pid augmentation of the Ifraelites, and the 
dcftruAion of the mighty hoft of Pharoah, 
were all convincing evidences, that this 
Angular people' were under the guidance 
and proteftion of a God, far fuperior in 
power to. the fabled divinities of Egypt. 

It is equally impoffible to fuppofe, that the 
conqueft of Canaan, with all the circum- 
ftahces attending it, the defeat of numerous 
armies by fmall bodies of men, and fome- 
times even by individuals, the immediate 
overthrow of fortified cities, without any of 
the ordinary operations of war ;. and, above 
all, the exa6t conformity of the fucceffes or 
N the 
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the failures of the Jews, to the obfervancc or 
negled of their religion — it is not poffible to 
liippofe, that they who were witnefles of 
fails fo uhufual, and lo contrary to tiie 
common courfe of human events, would 
not frequently be induced to turn from the 
lying vanities of Paganifm, to the wofrfhip 
of the living God. The facred Hiftorians 
inform us, that this was the cafe, that the 
number of profelytes increafed continually, 
and 'that in the beginning of the reign of 
Solomon, they were found to be " an hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand, and three thoufand 
and iix hundred *.": The Jewifh commen- 
tators affert, with what foundation I can- 
not pretend to determine, that, in the days 
of David and Solomon, the Sanhedrim were 
very cautious in their admiflion of the nu- 
merous Gentile converts to the privileges of 
Judaifm, left fear of David's power, and ad- 
, miration of the glory and fplendour of So- 
lomon, Ihould have been their fole motives 
for wifliing to join in the worlhip of the 
Ifraelites. If this be true, we muft fuppofe, 
that the number of converts in thofe days 
was very confiderable ; and this number 



* 2 Chron. ii. i;. 
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was certainly increafed during the captivity 
of the Jews in Babylon. 

. During the whole of that period, the 
Prophets of the captivity were continually 
denouncing the wrath of God againft Ido- 
lators, and authenticating the reality of their 
infpiration, by the evidence of miracles — 
•anjd not only the inlpired Prophets, but all 
the devout Ifraelites, all the lincere believers 
in the God of their fathers, wxre conftant- 
ly exhorting their conquerors to believe and 
be conreijted ; " Confefe him," is the lan- 
guage of a pious captive to his countrymen, 
'^ Confefs him before the Gentiles, ye chil- 
dren of Ifrael, for he hath fcattered us 
among them : there . declare his greatnefs, 
and extol him before all the living, for he 
is our Lord ; and he is the God of our fa-^ 
thers : in the land of my captivity will I 
praife him, and declare his might and ma- 
jefty to a finful nation \" 

From the time that the captives in Ba- 
)ylon were reftored by Cyrus, they >vho 
/ere left behind feem gradually to have 

* Tob. xiii. 3, 4. 

s N z difperfed 
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difperfed themfelves into different fettle- 
ments. The communication between dif- 
tant nations was becoming every day more 
ealy and more frequent. The Afiatic inva- 
iions of Greece had fhewn the poffibility of 
an intercourfe between the two continents ; 
and the Macedonian conqueft of Aiia ef- 
feded this intercourfe. Thus the know- 
ledge of the true God, of the Laws, and* 
the Religion, which he had himfelf pre- 
fented to his chofen people, was communi- 
cated to every part of the civilized world ; 
and in the days of the Apoftles, " there 
were dwelling at Jerufalem Jews, devout 
men, from every nation under heaven **." 
In the mean time, that the great end of this 
difperfion might be fulfilled; that thfe know- 
ledge of the one true God, and of his gra- 
cious intentions to mankind, might be dif- 
fiifed more generally, and with greater fa- 
cility ; it was ordained, that the facred 
Oracles of his word fhould be promulgated 
in that language, which was not only the 
language of philofbphy and literature, but 
the medium of general communication to 
the Gentile world. When the Greek ver- 

^ A6i8 ii. 5. 

fion 



SERMON VL i8r 

iion of the holy Scriptures was made by the 
Jews of Alexandria, it was in the power of 
every Gentile to ftudy -the hiftory of ReU- 
gion ; to trace the origin of mankind ; their 
fall from innocence ; the promife of re- 
demption; and the prophetic delineations of 
that glorious perfon, by whom it was to be 
efFeded. 

It cannot therefore be doubted, that 
whether the Almighty fcattered his pecu- 
liar people over the face of the earth, or 
whether he preferved a remnant in Jerufa- 
lem, it was equally his intention, by both 
thefe ads of his providence, ultimately to 
promote the one great defign of introduc- 
ing the Chriftian faith. 

I cannot however clofe the fubje6l with- 
out obferving, that the prophecy, from 
which I have taken the words of my text, 
points to a farther accomplifhment. 

The proud oppreflbrs of God's peculiar 

people have long ago been humbled to the 

dull : of them God has made a full end : 

their power, their wealth, and their mag- 

N 3 nificence, 
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nificence, are gone for ever. If we aik for 
Egypt, who^ was once the glory of the 
w^orld, the parent of arts and fciences, and 
the gr^at mart of induftry and comnfierce ^ 
has flie not long ago exadly verified the 
declarations of the Prophet, that " Ihe 
Ihould become a bafe kingdom * ; that 
there fliould be no more a prince of the 
land of Egypt **; and that Ham in his pof- 
terity fhould be a fervant of fervants * ?'* 
If for Babylon, is Ihe not become ^' a 
defolation, a dry land, and a wildcrnefs; 
a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither 
doth any fon of man pafs thereby ^ ?" If 
for Nineveh, did not God long ago accom- 
plifh what he had faid, that " the gate 
of the rivers fliould be opened, and the pa- 
laces diflblved ^ ;" and that ^^ with an over- 
running flood, he would make an utter end 
of the place thereof*"?" Thus the Almighty 
hath made an end of the nations, who were 
the enemies and the oppreflbrs of his peo- 
ple : but of them he hath not made an end. 
He hath driven them, it is true, from the 
holy city, and given up the land of pro- 

« Ezek. xxix. 14. ** Ezek. xxx. 13. « Gen. ix. 2j. 

^ Jer. li. 43. « Nah. li. 6. ^ Nah. i. 8. 

mife 
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mife to be trod under foot by the Hea- 
then. 



But of the people he hath not made a 
full end : though perfecuted, oppreflcd, and 
harrafled, as they have been, with a cruel- 
ty, of which it is difficult to conceive the 
exiftence in any civilized country, and ftill 
more in any Chriftian country, their num- 
bers have always increafed, they continue 
^^ to grow and multiply," and they are at 
this day to be found in every nation under 
heaven. 

Why they are thus referved, or what 
ends of Divine providence they are to ac- 
complilh, we cannot pronounce with cer- 
tainty, until it fhall pleafe the Almighty 
to remove the veil from our eyes : and 
that will not be, till all human diftindtions 
of religion ftiall be done away; till the Jew, 
the Gentile, and the Mahometan, fhall unite 
in a common faith, and we fhall all /^ be 
one fold under one Shepherd, Jefus Chrift 
the Righteous *." 

* John X. \6, Ezek. xxxvii. 22. 
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DANIEL ii. 2,0^ 21, 2,2. 

BLESSED BE THE NAME OF GOD FOR 
EVER AND ever; FOR WISDOM AND 
MIGHT ARE HIS: AND HE CHANGETH 

. THE TIMES AND THE SEASONS ; HE 
REMOVETH KINGS, AND SETTETH UP 
KINGS ; HE GIVETH WISDOM UNTO 
THE WISE, AND KNOWLEDGE TO THEM 
THAT KNOW UNDERSTANDING ; HE 
REVEALETH THE DEEP AND SECRET 
THINGS ; HE KNOWETH WHAT IS IN 
THE DARKNESS, AND THE LIGHT 
DWELLETH WITH HIM. 

IN this fimple and fublime ftrain of de- 
votion, the holy Prophet offers up his 
thankfgiving to God, for that communica- 
tion of the Divine Spirit, which had re- 
cently 
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ccntly been vouchfafed to the prayers of 
himfelf and his companions. To this man 
of the captives of Judah, as he was invi- 
dioufly ftyled by the attendants of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, God had given that infight into 
futurity, which was denied to the magi- 
cians and aftrologers of Babylon ; and he 
was commanded, by the great revealer of 
all fecrets, to unfold to the anxious Mo- 
narch the revolutions of earthly govern- 
ments in regular fucceffion, until the cfta- 
blifliment of that glorious kingdom, before 
which all human dominions, all principali- 
ties, and all powers, were to fade away, and 
fink into obfcurity. 

In that vifion which the holy Daniel was 
impowered by God to interpret^ that vifion 
which had troubled the fpirit of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, had broken his reft, and given him 
up a prey to forrow and inquietude ; un- 
der the iy mbol of an image compofed of 
different materials, the Holy Spirit had re- 
prefented the four great Monarchies, which 
were iucceffively to rule the civilized 
world. 

After 
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After an interval of feveral years, tKe vi- 
iion was repeated, under different fymbols, 
to the Prophet himfelf, and the Angel of 
God was the interpreter. The four Beafts, 
Bke the component parts of the great image, 
were explained to be the powerful Monar- 
chies, which were to fucceed each other in 
a regular order : the fourth to be different 
from the other three, " dreadful, and terri- 
ble, and flrong exceedingly*;" to devour 
the whole earth, and to tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. 

Of both thefe viiions it may be obferv^ed, 
that the prophetical hiflory does not ter- 
minate with the diffolution and difmem- 
berment of the fourth Monarchy, but ex- 
tends its view through a long fucceffion of 
ages, to the triumphant dominion of the 
Son of Man; the everlafting kingdom, which 
all dominions were to ferve and obey ; and 
thus it connects under one view the efta- 
blifhment of Chriftianity, and the fates of 
the Chriflian Church, with the various re- 
volutions in the political fituation of man- 
kind. It would be foreign to my purpofe 

* Dan. vii. 7. 

to 



i88 SERMON VIL 

to enter into a minute examination of thefe 
awful revelations. I follow the general 
fenfe of the moft approved commentators^ 
in fuppofmg the four kingdoms of the Pro- 
phet to be thofe of Aflyria, Perfia, Mace- 
don> and Rome. I have referred to the 
prophecy itfelf only for the purpofe of IheW- 
ing, that while the chofen race of Abraham 
were fulfilling the purpofes for which they 
were feparated, and diftinguifhed as a pe- 
culiar people, the Almighty Difpofer of ail 
events was gradually bringing the reft of 
mankind into that ftate, which he judged 
to be the moft proper, for receiving and 
propagating the Gofpel of righteoufnefs. * 

When we turn from the facred records of 
inipiration to the annals of prophane hiftory, 
with the fame defign of tracing the gra- 
dual preparations for the introdudlion of the 
Chriftian religion, there is a wide differ- 
ence in the degree of certainty, which at- 
tends our conclufions* I had occafion be- 
fore to mark this difference, and to obferve, 
that, in the one cafe, the interpofition of 
Providence is immediate, and evident at 
once ; the agent of God is exprefsly com- 
manded 
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manded to execute the counfels of Al- 
mighty wifdom ; and whether he be the 
appointed minifter of vengeance, or of 
grace, we not only fee that he is appoint- 
ed to difpenfe the bleffing, or to infli<S 
the punifliment, as the people are obedient 
or rebellious, but we are alfo told diftinftly 
why:, he is fo appointed ; and thus the ef- 
feft produfced can always be afligned, not 
to the agency of man, but to its true and 
original caufe, the will of God. This 
could not be die cafe, where the will of 
man- was permitted to a<ft entirely for it- 
felf, without the continual interference and 
control of God's particular providence; and 
in this confifted the ftriking contrail be- 
tween the relative fituation of the Jew and 
the Gentile : the Jew was fubjed: to the 
pairticular authority of God as his fove- 
reign ; the Gentile was under the protec- 
tion of his general providence, and amena- 
ble to his general laws, as the moral Gover- 
nor of the world: fo that, whilft every 
a<5l of the Jew, whether individually con- 
fxdered or colleftively as a ftatc, was im- 
mediately marked by the fandion or the 
difapprobation of God, as their fupreme Go- 
■•': vernor. 
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vernor, the Gentile was permitted to fol- 
low, without interruption^ the bias origi- 
nally given to his nature ; his paffions, his 
afFeftions, his appetites, all tending ulti- 
mately to produce the good defigncd by- 
God, while the wifdom which planned 
the important end, and the power which 
dircAed to that one end all the varied 
combinations of human conduct, was far 
removed from mortal eyes. 

On this account it naturally becomes a 
tafk of greater difficulty, to reafon upon 
the caufes of* all the complicated events in 
the hiftory of the Gentile world : there is 
more danger of deviating from the truth 
into unprofitable conjectures, and more 
neceffity therefore for that diftruft of our 
own opinions, which ought ever to guide 
our enquiries into the hidden and myftcri- 
ous ways of Providence. Surely it is rea- 
fonable to prefume, that the Almighty Go- 
vernor of the world in his good time 
would bring his creatures into that parti- 
cular ftate of fociety, and of government, 
which was likely to be moft favourable to 
the eftablilhment of the religion, wbict 

in 
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in his ftiercy he intended to reveal to 
them;: and what that ftatc would be, 
muft hc^ collected from the chara6i:er of 
the religion, and the mode in which it 
was tx) be propagated, 

Chrkftianity was not to be like the rclir- 
gions'of Paganifm, a partial fyftem of wor- 
fliip,/ coivfined to the -country- in which it 
was firft. taughti or: to the people who firll 
embraced it ; it was defigried to be the re- 
ligion of the world, and' in. God's good 
time the glad tidings of falvation were to 
be communicated to " all languages, peo- 
ple, and nations, under heaven." But in 
what way was this to be efFeded ? and 
. were the glorious doftrines of man's re- 
demption from fm, and reftoration to eter- 
nal life, to be generally diffufed over the 
civilized. wx)rld? and by what force, or 
what artifice, was that fabric of error and 
falsehood, which the fuperftition of the 
Gentiles had reared with all its fplendid 
accompaniments of facrifices, and feftivals, 
and oracles,, to be demolifhed for ever ? 

The Providence of God defigned from 
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the very beginning, that this great change 
in the religious ftatc of mankind fhould be 
produced by methods which human pru- 
dence never would have devifed, and by 
inftruments which the vanity of human 
reafon would have rejected, had they been 
propofed, as totally inadequate to fuch a 
talk. It was not his intention to over- 
power the feeble minds of his creatures 
by a difplay of pomp and majeftj', nor to 
falclnate their fenfes bv the allurements 
of art and elegance, nor to force their will, 
by the l\vord of the conqueror, reludantly 
to accept the proffered terms of falvation. 
The pure wildom of heaven was to be 
taught by a few unlearned men, feleded 
from the lower clafles of lbciet}% and the 
molt oniinary occupations of civil life r 
they were to i^> forth alone, and unpro- 
tected, and without any even of the cuf- 
tomary proviilons for diirant e^Epcditions: 
ihcy were to traverle remote countries, 
and to preach the crois of Chrift; Ibme- 
times K> a retined and pollllied audience at 
Cv^rinch* a: Athens, %>r at Rome ; and Ibme- 
tinie< to a Iionle of unci\il:zcd Barbarians 
in Iberia, or Gaul» cr Britain. 

It 
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. It is clear therefore, that this gracious 
deiign of difFufing the light of the Gofpel 
of truth over thofe diftant nations who 
^' were fitting in darknefs and the lliadow 
of death," could never be fo well effected, 
as when countries the moft removed from 
each other in natural pofition were con- 
nected by a bond of union under one com- 
mon government, when habitual inter- 
CQurfe had been cftabUihcd between them, 
and it was eafy to pafs from one to the 
other, .without danger or interruption. 

It was to this point, that the Providence 
of God gradually directed all the great re- 
' volutions in the political ftate of mankind : 
and whoever meditates upon the inftruc- 
tive page of hiftory, with this idea in his 
mind, cannot fail to obferve, in how many 
inftances the plans, vyhich were formed by 
legillators and philofophers, to conned: arid 
aflbciate diftant countries .w ith each other, 
and the fchemes of aggrandizement and 
univerfal dominion, which were the de- 
light of ambitious conquerors, were all un- 
expeftedly fruftrated, when upon the prin- 
ciples of human policy fuccefs appeared to 
o be 
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be certain, until the proper time arrived^ 
i^og Kaipog, as the Apoftle calls it, the 
time which Almighty wifdom had chofen 
before the world began, as the propereft 
and the beft, for the aAual appearance of 
the Melliah upon earth. 

It would not be poffible for me, in the 
compafs of a fingle lefture, to enter into 
the detail of faiSs which involve the his- 
tory of mankind, from the earlieft ages to 
the aera of Chriftianity, or to mark all the 
circumftances in the fucceffion of the fouf 
monarchies, which bear in legible charac- 
ters the impreffion of the finger of God. 
It is enough for my purpofe to Ihew, that 
at a certain period of time fore-ordained 
of God, and not before, the civilized 
world was to. be placed under the domi- 
nion of one particular people, and that 
with a view to facilitate the .prbpagation 
of the Chriftian religion : and I do it in the 
hope, that many of my hearers, whofe early 
youth is direfted in this place to the ftudy 
of prophane hiftory, will learn to confides 
that hiflory, not merely as a jejune narra- 
tive of unintereflnjig fa6ls, nor as a %lendid 

argu- 
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argument for the pen of the hiftorian, or 
the orator, but as a record of the power 
and providence of God; that they may 
accuftom their minds to look beyond fe- 
condary caufes ; and inftead of attributing, 
with mere worldly men, the rife and 
growth of empires to the valoUr of the 
conqueror, and the fagacity of the law- 
giver, and their decay and fubverfion to 
the machinations of the fadious, or the 
attacks of foreign enemies ; that they may 
xefer all to the over-ruling providence of 
God, of him ** to whom belongeth the 
power and the might, who* changeth the 
times and the feafons, who fetteth up and 
removeth kings." 

It feems ever tp have been the, courfe of 
human affairs, that a fmall community 
fliould rife from very poor and low begin- 
nings, till in procefs of time it became a 
flourilhing and mighty empire. The virtues 
neceflary to an infant ftate, fimplicity, fru- 
gality, temperance, patience, and valour, 
while they formed the character of its ci- 
tizens, enabled them at the fame time 
gradually to extend the limits of their pof- 
feffions : firft the conqueft of their imme- 
o z diate 
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diate neighbours, then of remote countries, 
by degrees give it opulence and power, till 
in time power and opulence introduce 
thofe vices which inevitably terminate in 
the decay and corruption of every political 
body. Thus it has often happened, that a 
mighty empire has fallen in a moment, 
even in the height of its profperity, and 
w^hen, to the narrow views of human poli- 
cy, its permanence and ftability appeared to 
be moft certain ; *• dies, hora, momentum 
fufficit evertendis dominationibus quae ada- 
mantinis credebantur radicibus effe fun-* 
datae ."- 



) 



By this courfe of events, the moral go- j 
vernment of God has ever been vindicated, j 
becaufe the milguided appetites and paf- , i 
lions of human nature thus eventually 
bring upon themfelves their ov/n punifti- 
ment : and, in the mean time, the vicifli- 
tudes of profperity and misfortune ; the al- 
ternate elevation and depreflion, which the 
various nations of the world experienced ; 
and the changes from abfolute dominion to 
ruin and to fervitude, tended ultimately 
to produce that general 'fubjedion to one 

^ Vi(\e Calaub. Praefat. quae Polybii Hiflf.r. pr«mittitur. 

power> 
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power, which was neceflary to the pur- 
pofes of God. 

IF we carry back our refearches to the 
earlieft age of mankind, after the confufion 
of languages, and the difperfion of thofe 
tribes who had attempted to form a fettle- 
ment in the plains of Shina, the hiftory 
of every nation, but that of the chofen 
* ' people and their immediate neighbours, 
; contains little more than fabulous accounts 
i of migrations and early fettlements, with 
i doubtful claims to preeminence, and to 
^i antiquity. The firft powerful monarchy 
t that attracts our notice is that of Aflyria ; 
f the firft, that is, that attempted to aggran- 
F dize itfelf by extenfive conquefts, and to 
I fubjugate to its power the widely extend- 
ed provinces of Afi^ ; and the monarchs 
of Aflyria, whether they weilded the royal 
fceptre at Nineveh, or at Babylon, nei- 
ther purfued their conquefts to any confi- 
derable diftance, nor retained them long 
in quiet and fecure pofleffion : " fwift and 
impetuous in their careers as the eagle^," 
to ufe the emblem of the Prophet, they 

*= Dan. vli. 4. 

03 were 



igS SERMON VII. 

were continually lofing the advantages 
which they had gained : the univerfal nf>o- 
narchy, at which they aipired, they never 
in reality poflefled ; and they may be feid 
rather to have been continually ccmtending 
for it, than to have enjoyed it under any- 
fixed and fettled form. Often they were 
the agents 'of God, to punifh his chafen 
people for their difobedience : and the glory 
and power of their dominion was at its 
height when they had carried the tribes 
of Ifrael and Judah into captivity. But in 
the pride of their hearts they attributed to 
themfelves the glory which belonged to 
God ; and while they were aiding as the 
appointed minifters of his vengeance, they 
fondly thought that they were promoting 
the fchemes of their own ambition. " How- 
beit," fays the Prophet, fpeaking of the 
Affyrian, '* he meaneth not fo, neither 
doth his heart think fo; for it is in his 
heart to deftroy and cut off nations not a 
few: for he faith, by the ftrength of my 
hand I have done it, and by my wifdom, 
for I am prudent, and I have removed the 
bounds of the people, and have robbed their 
treafures, and I have put down the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants like a valiant man"*." But the Al- 
mighty p\milhed this idle boafting, he 
brought to nought the counfels of the am- 
bitious^ he numbered their kingdom> and 
finilhcd it; and he gave up Babylon, the 
*' glory of kingdoms, and the beauty of 
the Chaldees excellency*,** as he had given 
up Nineveh before it, to become a defola- 
tion without an inhabitant. Thus it may 
be obferved how clofcly and intimately 
the fortunes of the other nations of man- 
kind w^ere connected with thofe of the peo- 
ple of God : Babylon was to be deftroyed 
for the defblation which it had brought 
upon Jerufalem; and the chofen fervant 
of God, who was at once announced by 
the Prophet as the deftroyer of the Aflyrian 
monarchy, and the deliverer of the Jewifli 
nation, vras alio to become the founder of 
a new empire, more extenfive, and more 
powerful far, than the former. 

The founder of the Periian monarchy 
was endowed by God with a more than or- 
dinary fliare of talents and of virtues, and 
bleft with a conftant ferics of viftories and 

** Ifai. X. 7—13. * Ifai. xiii. ip. 

o 4 prof- 
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profperity. " The Lord of Ifrael," fays he, 
in the decree which he iffued for the re^ 
ftoration of the Jews, " the Lord of If- 
rael, the moft high Lord, has made me 
King of the whole world ^" Conring forth 
from a poor and barren country, and inur- 
ed from his earlieft childhood to toils and 
hardfliip, he became, under the proted^on 
of the Almighty, the.fovereign of a pow5er- 
ful empire, whofe boundaries to theEaft 
and Weft were the Indus and the -^gean 
Sea ; to the North, the Cafpian and the 
Euxine ; and to the South, Ethiopia and 
the Arabian Gulph. Under the dominion 
of his fucceflbrs, the Aiiatic empire of the 
Perfians was enlarged and confirmed : but 
all their attempts to fubjugate the nations 
of Europe were fruitlefs ; the time for unit- 
ing the two continents under the fame 
dominion was not yet arrived. 

It is one of the moft curious and inftruc- 
tive leiTons in the hiftory of mankind, to 
obferve with what unerring certainty the 
ambition of the Perfian monarchs, and 
their eager defire to fubdue the free re- 

^ a Chron. xxxvi. 22. Ezra i. 2. 

publics 
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publics of Greece, terminated in their own 
deftrudion ; to mark how.the relUefs fpirit 
of thofe turbulent democracies, their jea- 
loufy and hatred of each other, and their 
own internal diflenfions, reduced them to 
fubmit at laft to a foreign yoke ; and then 
to notice how the accomplifhment of their 
long projected vengeance upon their eaftern 
enemies was referved for him whom God 
had. chofen to be the conqueror of Afia. Of 
that extraordinary perfon, whofe brilliant 
atchievements have been at all times the 
conilant theme of undiftinguifliing pane- 
gyric, I have only to remark, that, in obey- 
ing the dictates of his own inordinate am- 
bition, he carried on the general defign of 
Providence ; that with wifdom to devife, 
and vigour and promptitude to execute, 
any projedl of conqueft, of whatever ex- 
tent or magnitude it might be, there is 
fcareely a doubt, humanly fpeaking, but 
that he^ would, have become in reality, 
what his flatterers and panegyrifts have 
called him, the mafter of the world ; that 
he would have opened a fecure and eafy 
communication between the feveral nations 
of his yaft empire; that he would have 

con- 
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connected them by alliances and intermar- 
riages, have enriched them by commerce, 
and perhaps have poliftied and refined them 
by arts and literature. But the hour was not 
yet arrived ; and it pleafed the Almighty to 
cut off this mighty conqueror in the very 
prime of his life, and in the full career of 
his victories. It was not, however, by his 
own premature death alone, that the vices 
of Alexander, his pride, his intemperance, 
and his fanguinary cruelty received their 
punifhment ; the juft vengeance of God 
purlued him to the ruin of his houfe, an< 
the defhraAion of all his dcareft connec 
tions. The extenfive dominions, which hi 



prowels had acquired, were fplit and di— di- 
vided, as the Prophet of Grod had declare^E^^d 
that they ihould be; and the endleis dil— ^Xf- 
putes and diiTeniions of his fucceflbrs con- .re- 
verted the world into a theatre of war an^-^c 
bloodihed,and defolated the fairefl: provincc-^^^c 
of Europe and Afia. In the mean time, tha'-tfsal 
people, for whom God had deftined th-^^A< 
i'overeignty of the univerfe, had been gram^^' 
dually increafmg in ftrength and confis^ -C- 
quence ; the valour of their fbldiers, axmrrzmnd 
the wifdom of their fenators, had bcc^^ en 

U iJT- ^i i- 
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uniformly direfted from the very firft dawn 
of their power, to the aggrandizement of 
their territories. No opportunity was ever 
loft, no means were neglefted, either in 
peace or war, by open fdtce, by ftratagem, 
or by alliance, of extending the boundaries 
of their dominion ; and they were now in 
a fituation to avail themfelves of thofe dif- 
traAions, which convulfed the empire of 
Macedon. 

To trace the progress of the Roman 
power, until its favourite objeft of univer- 
fal empire was obtained, would be to de- 
tail a trite and well known ftory ; and the 
fa<3. of its having obtained it, is all that is 
neceflary for me to infift upon at prefent. 
" Macedon," fays an hiftorian, who flou- 
rillied in the days of the empire, " never 
did reduce the world to obedience ; for nei- 
ther did it poflefs all Africa, nor all Eu- 
rope. But Rome does rule over all the 
earth as far as it is inhabited ; and all the 
fea, not only the Mediterranean, but alfo 
the ocean as far as it is navigable; having firft 
and alone, of all the celebrated kingdoms 

of 
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of the earth, made the Eaft and Weft the 
bounds of its empire ^" 

. Thus we have feen that the uniform plan 
of Providence wa^ prefervcd throughout; 
that the Monarchs of the Eatt, although 
they ftyled themfelves the Lords of the 
univcrfe, and, in the hyperbolical language 
of their country, were ufed to addrefs their 
public decrees to all nations, people, and 
languages upon earth, were in reality li- 
mited to their Afiatic pofleffions ; and that 
every attempt to extend their dominion, 
and to eftablifli an univerfal empire, was 
checked and retarded, until the appointed 
time was come ; and the people, for whom 
this dominion was referved, were able to 
acquire and maintain it. 

It remains only briefly to confider, in 
what way the fubjedion of the world to 
one government tended to promote the 
intcrefts of Chriftianity. 

Chriftianity, as I have faid above, was to 

5 Dionyf. Ilalicam. Antiq. Rom. lib. i. p. 5. Edit. Hudfon. 

be 
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be propagated by human means, by argu- 
ment, by perfuafion, by a. fair and candid 
addrefs to the underftandings of mankind; 
and this appeal was to be made perfonally 
by thofe, to whom the blefled Author of 
our faith had conimitted that important 
office. 

Now if the fevcral nations, to whom the 
Gofpel was preached, had been unknown 
to each other ; if there had been no connec- 
tion or intercourfe between theni ; if their 
governments had been hoftile to. each other, 
it is fcarcely poflible to conceive, how the 
Apoftles could have executed their tafk, un-r 
lefs indeed. we fuppofe the interpofition of 
Providence, by a continued miracle, dif- 
tinft from thofe miracles, which were the 
true and proper credentials of their mif- 
fion. 

And if fuch a difficulty as this may be 
conceived to have exifted in the cafe of the 
Apoftles, of courfe it would have been 
greater in that of their fucceflbrs, when tlie 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit were with- 
drawn, when the mighty fign and wonder 

no 
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no longer accompanied the teacher^ but 
every thing was left to the exertions of hu- 
man induftry and abilities. But the A1-* 
mighty provided for the fafety of his infant 
Church, by deferring the appearance of its 
holy Founder, until iuch channels of com- 
munication had been opened, and till the 
preachers of righteoufheis could ipeak, in the 
name of the bldfed Jefus, to every nation 
under Heaven. 

It has been obferved, and perhaps with 
reafbn, that, if Judea had not been a Ro« 
man province at the time of our Saviours 
birth ; if the Jews had not been fubjeft to 
the jurifdicftion of the Empire^ and confe- 
quently enrolled in the general regifter of 
the imperial fubjeds, the prediction of the 
Prophet would not have been verified, 
** that out of Bethlem Ihould come forth 
a Saviour, whofe goings forth were from 
old, from everlafting **.'* It has alio been 
obferved, which is a point of ftill greater 
importance, that if there had not been a 
Roman Governor in Jerufalem, the Jewilh 
Sanhedrim, by their own law, could not 

^ Mic: V. a. 

have 
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have condemned our bleiTed Redeemer to 
that death, which it was ordained that he 
ihould fufFer as an atonement for the fins 
of Man. 

If there be truth and reaibn in thefe re- 
marks^ they are an additional* evidence of 
the goodnels of God, w^ho was continually 
watching over his creatures, and guiding 
their wayward and unfteady paffions, by 
his unerring wildom, to the minute accom- 
plifhment of his gracious purpoics. But 
all that I have endeavoured to fliew is, that 
the world was fubjeded to the dominion 
of Rome, in order to facilitate the promul- 
gation of tl^e GofpeL 

The holy Prophet, from whole volume 
I have taken the words of my text, by the 
general tenor of his Prophecy, fcems, if I 
do not miftake, to point to inch a conclu^ 
fion in thofe wonderful produ<ftions, which 
the venerable Mede has called '* the facred 
Calendar and Almanack of Prophecy :" it 
is ealy to trace one great defign throughout. 

The four Monarchies are to rife in regu- 
lar 
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lar fucceffion, to exceed each other in power 
and extent of territory; and the fourth is 
to furpafs the other three, and to poflefs 
the whole earth. But the Prophecy clofes 
not there : in the hallow ed ftrain of infpira- 
tion, the Prophet goes, on to paint the dif- 
folution of this mighty Empire, the feveral 
parts inta which it was to be broken, the 
fuiFerings of the true Church, and, finally, 
the everlafting kingdom of Chrift. We 
know that the remarkable prediftions of 
the holy Daniel,; which relate to events 
prior to the publication of Chriftianity^ 
were fully confirmed ; that the bittereft 
enemies of the Chriftian faith confefled, 
that they were fo. We have a right there- 
fore to conclude, that what relates to events 
fubfequent to that period will be verified 
alfo ; and, with this refled:ion to cheer him, 
a Chriftian ought never to defpond. For 
whatever be the fate of earthly governments 
and human inftitutions ; whatever be the 
fate even of thofe eftablifliments, by which 
human prudence hath cheriflied and fup- 
ported true Religion, we have a fure and 
certain hope, that Chrift at laft will be 
'' all in all ;" and under everj^ diftrefs and 

perfe- 
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perfecution of this life, we may look for- 
ward with confidence to that awful mo- 
ment, which the Prophet, in his magnifi- 
cent language, has taught us to exped:; 
'^ when the Son of man fhall come with 
the clouds of Heaven ; and he fhall come 
to the Ancient of Days ; and there Ihall be 
given to him dominion and glorj, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, fliould ferve him ; his dominion is 
an everlafting dominion, which fliall not 
pafs away, and his kingdom, that which 
Ihall not be deftroyed \" 

' Dan. viL 13, 14. 
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GALATIANS iv. 4. 



WHEN THE FULNESS OF TIME WAS COMS9 
GOD. SENT FORTH HIS SON. 

ST. Paul, throughout the whole of his 
Epiftle to the converts of Galatia, is 
taking pains to warn them againft the ar- 
tifices of thofe falfe teachers, who wiflied 
to impofe upon them the work of the Le- 
vitical ceremonies: *' There was a time," he 
fays, " when thofe ceremonies were necef- 
fary; when the rite of circumcifion, the 
attendance at the ftated feftivals of the 
Jewiih Church, and the obfervance of the 
Sabbatical years, were not only allowable, 
*' — T z but 
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but obligatory ;" but that all thofe ordi- 
nances, which, in fad, were nothing more 
than faint and partial reprefcntations of the 
truth, were now at an end, for that '* the 
fulncfs of time »was comfe," when the Son 
of God had appeared to redeem thofe who 
were under the bondage of the law. This 
exprcffion of the Apoille, '* the fulnefi of 
time," which he ufes upon other occafions, 
as well as in this addrefs to the Galatians, 
may be underftood in two ways ; for it may 
either mean, that all the previous fteps by 
which God had determined to open the 
way gradually for the final revelation of 
his will to man, were now completed, and 
that nothing more of preparation, or intro- 
dudtion, was neceffary ; or it may mean, 
that the period, at which our Saviour en- 
tered upon hi^ miniftry, was, from the ex- 
ifting circumftances of the world, the fit- 
teft that could have been devifed for the 
publijcation of the GofpeL 

What the preparations were, by which 
the great fcheme of Providence was gra- 
dually cpnduded to its accomplifhment, it 
has been the objeft of my former Dif- 

courfcs 
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courles to enumerate. 'We havfe ferti, that 
a peculiar people were fepar^ted froili the 
reft of mankind, to piieferve the bdief of the 
one true God; that a country of peculiar fer-' 
tility was affigned to them for their refidence; , 
that God himfelf was their King; that while 
the ceremonies of their religion prefcribed 
an outline, a fhadow of the good things 
of which their future Meffiah was to be 
the body and the fubftance; a fucceffion of 
infpired Prophets from time to time un- 
folded the glorious plan of redemption, fpe- 
cified the feafbn at which the Redeemer 
was to appear in mortal lhffpe,*and the. na- 
ture of the fufFerings which he was pa- 
tiently to endure ; and that, in order to 
fecure the permanence of this preparatory 
fyftem, for fb long a time, at leaft, as its 
exiftence was necefiary, the providence of 
God miraculoully preferved the Jewilh peo- 
ple, with their civil polity, and their reli- 
gion, in the form originally delivered to 
them by their infpired Lcgiflator ; the 
reft of mankind, in the mean time, being 
brought, by the contrbul of God*s provi- 
dence, into that political fituation, which 
was moft likely to facilitate the general 
- difFufion of the Gofpel. 

p 3 To 
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To aflign the reafon for every -flcp in 
this gradual preparation^ is a tafk beyond 
the reach, pf human abilities. Ii^.that one 
comprehenfive plaoi, which extends^.fVom 
the very fopndatio^ of the world to the fi- 
nal cpi^fummation of all. things^ th^e muft 
ncceffarily \)c many hidden ^motives, and 
many. nice conncdions between- the effeft 
and its caufc, which -jvill elude the learch 
of beings who fee impcrfe<51y, and know 
only in part : but even our limited know- 
ledge^ faint and imperfe<^ as it is^ enables 
us to pronounce, that had the Son of God 
come into the world at an earlier period of 
fociety, or without any previous iritrodi;c- 
tion, the holy IcfTons which he taught, 
and gracious promifes which he aniiounced 
to man, would have died aw ay, in the very 
infancy of their promulgation, unlefs we 
fuppofe> that human nature had been dif- 
ferently conftituted ; that the Creator had 
taken away from his creatures the power 
to will, and to aft, and had interpofed, by 
a conllant miracle, difplayed in every part 
of the univerfc, to teach mankind his will, 
and to enforce obedience to it. 

And if on this account we can jixdge 

of 
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of the neceffity of the preparation^ it 
is alfo within the compafs of our know- 
ledge to judge of its efFe<ft — fo that we 
have only to appeal to the evidence of fa(9:s: 
for it is an hiftorical faft, that when our 
Lord came into the world, he did aftually 
find the chofen race of Abraham, amidft 
the errors and corruptions of Idolatry, ftill 
worfliipping '^ the one true God," «^ the 
God of their fathers," in the very form, 
and with the very ceremonies, which Mo- 
fes their Lawgiver, by the command of 
God, had prefcrib^d to them. He found 
them alio waiting, with the moft anxious 
folicitude, for his appearance : for while 
the impious fcoffer ventured to accufe the 
Alijiighty of flownefs and fqrgetfulnefs, in 
tHe execution of his promife, all pious and 
devout perfons, like " the aged Simeon," 
and ^^ the daughter of Phanuel," were look- 
ing for the confblation of Ifrael, in the full 
confidence, that, whatever might be the 
caufe of fo long a delay, God had not for- 
gotten the promife of redemption, which 
had lb often been repeated to their fathers. 

The whole of Judea indeed, Herod, and 
P 4 all 
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all Jerufalem with him, was troubled, 
w.h^n the birth of the holy Jefus at Beth- 
lehem was annoxinced ; 6Tat^a%&i?(rasi/, is the 
very ftrong expreffioji, which the Evange- 
lift, ufes ; they \yerQ thro\vn into an agita- 
tion : fome, no, doubt, dreading the power 
of that glorious Perfon, who at length was 
come to rule oyer them ; others anticipating 
the fplendour of his victories, and the unli- 
rnited extent of his dominions ; and perhaps 
the few of better minds and jufter expecta- 
tions, looking forward with delight to a 
reign of peace, and equity, and righteouf-. 
neis. Nor were thefe expe^ations con- 
fined to the Jews: it was a current opi- 
nion, derived unqiieftionably from the Pro- 
phecies of Holy Writ, that about this pe- 
riod of time an extraordinary Perlbn would 
appear in the Eaft; that he would be a 
powerful and mighty Prince, and would 
fubjed all the nations of the earth to his 
dominion. 

The fame Prophecies, which raifed the 
expedation of the Meffiah, furnilhed the 
means of knowing him, when he adhially 
came : it was natural to expedt, that im- 

poftors 
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poftors would avail themfelves of this ge- 
neral eagernefs ; that, under the glorious ti- 
tle of the promifed Deliverer, they would 
fummon their countrymen to their ftan- 
dard ; and would attempt to acquire power 
and opulence for themfelves, under the 
fpecious pretext of refcuing their country 
from the Roman yoke. - God therefore had 
given his people infallible criteria, by which 
they were to diftinguifh their Meffiah 
from all fuch faWe Chrifts, and falfe Pro- 
phets. Was he of the tribe of Judah, and 
of the lineage of David ? Was he born at. 
Bethlehem ? Could he control or fufpend 
the operations of nature ; reftore fight to 
the blind, and vigour and activity to the 
cripple ? Did he know all things ? Could 
he penetrate the fecret thoughts of the hu- 
man heart, and unfold the hidden events 
of futurity ? Thefe were tefts, by which, not 
only men of education and learning, the 
chief Prieft and the Scribe, but the illite- 
rate defcendant of Abraham, in whatever 
fituation of life he w^tS placed, had been 
taught to diftinguifh the charader of their 
Chrift. 



So 
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So far then it may be faid, that the' 
'* fulnefs of time was coftie ;" bccaufe it 
was the time which the Holy Spirit had 
fixed, for the appearatio^ of the great De- 
liverer of mankind; becaufe he was uni- 
vcrfally expected ; and becaufe all the me- 
thods, by which God thought fit to prepare 
for his approach, had- been brought to full 
maturity. Thefe, however, are the reafbns, 
why God did not fend forth his Son at an 
earlier period. But to know why this pe-^~ 
riod was fitter for his appearance than any — 
other would have been, why a farther de- 
lay would not have been practicable, confift — 
ently with the merciful defign of improv — 
ing the moral condition of mankind, anci 
fitting them for the enjoyment of everlafl:— 
ing happinefs ; to undcrftand " the ful- 
nefs of time" in this fenfc, it will be necef- 
fary to confider, what really was the ilate 
of mankind, when the Saviour of the world 
entered upon his public miniftry, and w^hat 
they actually knew of their duty to God,, 
and to each other. When the holy Fore- 
runner of the Meffiah announced to his 
countrymen the fpeedy approach of the 
kingdom of Heaven, and warned them to 

fave 
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fave themfclves from future mifery, by a 
timely repentance, the general depravity 
of mankind, both of Jews and Gentiles 
alike, was at its height ; a depravity, which 
purfued its courfe without any check or 
control ;^ fotf- they w^ho wifhed to ftem the 
torrent, had not the power of doing it ; 
they had no barrier to obftrud: its pro- 
grefs, nothing but a vague, fpeculative mo- 
rality, and a nominal religion, without any 
real influence upon the heart, or the under- 
ftanding. 

The Jews* (for I will firft confidcr the 
circumftances of the Jewifh Church), the 
Jews, from the time of their captivity in 
Babylon, had been pund:ual in their ob- 
fervance of the Mofaic Law ; that is, they 
had never relapfed into that Idolatry, of 
which their forefathjers had been guilty. 
Whether it was, that the remembrance of 
former fufferings had taught them to con- 
quer their natural propenlity to adopt the 
vices of their neighbours, or that the mofl: 
corrupt and the moll vicious did not re- 
turn with their brethren to the land of 
promife, or that the nearer approach of the^ 

great 
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great Redeemer kept them in continual 
awe and fufpenfe ; whatever was the real 
caufe, the fad: Is undoubted, that at no pe- 
riod of their hiftory were the Jews fo te- 
nacious of their own law, or fo free from 
the bafe and abominable contamination of 
Idol worfhip. 

But it does not follow, becaule they had 
lefs Idolatry, that they had therefore more 
true ReHgion ; the very reverfe of this was 
in faft the cafe. Worlhippers of the one 
living God they certainly were ; in the holy 
Temple of Jerufalem, however inferior it 
might be to the fplendid fabric of Solo- 
mon, all the high folemnities of the Moiaic 
ritual were celebrated ftill in honour of 
the God of Ifrael : but the popular opinions 
of their God, the notions which were ge- 
nerally entertained of his nature and his 
attributes, were^ very unworthy of him. 
Accuftomed, as they had been, to confider 
the Lord Jehovah as the tutelary God of 
their nation, the Jews confined to them- 
ielves all the benevolent afts of his Provi- 
dence; and admitting that he was the 
Creator and the Governor of the univerie, 

thev 
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they ftill proudly and fooliflily fuppofed, 
that they were the fble and exclufive ob- 
jcfts of his paternal folicitude. Many of 
them had been tai^ght to fix their minds 
upon fymbolical reprefentation of the Di- 
vine prefence ; and they were yet to 
learn, that the God of their fathers was 
a pure aethereal fpirit, and that he was 
only " to be worfhipped in Spirit and in 
tmth." 

Followers of the Molaic Law they were 
undoubtedly; but in the mode of obferving 
its precepts, there was far more of fuper- 
ftition, than of true and fincere piety. Such 
of its minute ordinances as were inftituted 
for temporary purpofes, to wean them from 
their attachment to Egyptian fuperftitions, 
or to guard them from the abominations of 
the nations of Canaan, were now of little 
avail ; and, without any prejudice to their 
religion, might have funk into total difufe. ' ' 
But thofe the bigotted Jew efteemed as /. 
highly as the weightier matters of the Law; 
as the neceffary ceremonies of his ritual, or 
the important obligations of the Decalogue; 
while the rulers of iynagogues, the guides 

and 
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and ini)Tu6h>rs of the people, ib for from 
corrediog their errors, impoied npmi them 
an additional weight of ceremonies, and re« 
quired them to pay the fame obedience to 
their own abfurd traditions, as they did to 
the facred mandates of the Law and the 
Prophets. 

That the Mofaic Law in its beft flate, 
and when entirely free from the glebes and 
fanciful additions of the Cabbala, was de- 
fedive in many points, cannot be denied, 
land it had the defe6l nece^farily belonging 
to it, as a preparatory difpenfation. The 
Law made nothing perfed:, but was the 
introdudion of a better hope: it was a par- 
tial law, fiiited to the circumflances of one 
particular people alone, and limiting its 
fcrvices to a particular place. It per- 
mitted, if it did not fanftion, a<fts, which 
natural reafon dilapproves, and which the 
law of univerfal righteoufnefs pofitively 
forbids ; and paffed over others in total fi- 
lence, which this latter and more perfe<i 
law enjoins as duties. As a ritual worfbip> 
its true and only ufe was, to prefervc the 
people firom the conta^on of idolatry, and, 

bv 
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by the ufe of expiatory lacrifices, to ac- 
cuftom them to the idea of vicarious pu- 
niihment, and to prepare their minds for the 
great Chriftian doftrine of atonement to 
be made for the fins of man by the blood 
of the Redeemer. As a rule of focial duty 
between man and man, it was incomplete, 
becaufe, although it checked and reprefled 
the inordinate affed:ions of man, and for- 
bad all flagrant violations of moral juftice ; ' 
yet we try in vain to find in it the duties ; 
of mutual forbearance, or forgivenefs of in- 
juries, of fewlinefs of mind, of patience, 
humility, and all enduring charity. 

Fully competent therefore, as it was, to 
anfwcr the purpofes which God defigned it 
to anfwer, as a law of general obligation 
it was materially imperfed: : it neither 
taught men their duty to each other, nor 
qualified them for acceptance, and- par- 
don with God • it was, as the Apoftle calls 
it, ** a minifi:ry of death and condemna- 
tion % a fubjedion to a curfe *", a killing 
letter \'^ 

» t Cor, vii. 9, ^ Gal. ii. 15'. « 2'C<Jf. Vii.6. 
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But the Law, faulty as it was in itfelf, 
was rendered ftill more fo by the corrup- 
tions, which the Jews themfelves had in- 
troduced into it, by the difputes of their 
feAaries, and the chimerical inventions of 
their Rabbins. 

At the head of their Church were the 
Pharifees, a corrupt and odious fe<ft, whofe 
principles, and condud: are uniformly marked 
by our blefled Lord with the fevereft terms 
of reproach. With all the external appear- 
ance of fanftity ; with a pious demeanor, 
and an oftentatious parade of devotion in 
public ; the Pharifee ' had only the fem- 
blance of piety, without any real purity of 
heart, or any proper fenfe of religious du- 
ties : in his ideas, minute attention to drefs, 
to his prayers, and his phylafteries; the cx- 
aft performance of the legal ablutions, and a 
fcrupulous obfervance of the holy day of reft, 
were more than fiifficient to compeniate 
for the negleft or the violation of the great 
obligations of morality. That he ihould be 
called into another exiftence 'after this life, 
he did believe ; but of future judgment, or 
future retribution, he feems to have had no 

cxpcc- 
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expedation. . His foul, he thought, after 
death, would reanimate fbme other body, 
different from his, and totally unconneded 
with it. Conceiving therefore, as he did, 
that all merit confifted in the punftual 
performance of ceremonies, and that that 
alone would entitle him to the favour of 
God, beneath the fpecious mafk of piety 
and devotion, he concealed a corrupt heart, 
a depraved and fenfual appetite, and a tem- 
per -morofe, unforgiving, and uncharitable. 

/ 
The Sadducee, on the other hand, the 
rival and opponent of the Pharifee in the 
purfuit of worldly ambition, was the de- 
cided enemy of thofe traditions, which the 
other prized ib highly ; he adhered ftridily 
and literally to the written precepts of his 
Divine Legiflator. But then he did not 
fee, as he might have feen, in the facred 
Volume of his religion, any intimations ' 
whatever of a future life : all his views, and . 
all his expectations, were limited to the 
prefcnt world : the rewards which he hoped 
to receive, if he obeyed the command- 
ments of his law, were power, and wealth, 
and temporal profperity ; and the only pu- 

Q nifhment 
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nifliment which he dreaded was the lofs of 
worldly advantages, of rank, of opulence, 
or popular reputation. 

Under the guidance of fuch inftruftors 
as thefe were, without a Prophet to cen- 
fure their vices, and to call them to re- 
pentance, their God not interfering, as he 
had done in the days of their anceftors, to 
check the progrefs of iniquity by imme- 
diate puniftiment, the Jewifli nation gra- 
dually rofe to fuch an enormous pitch of 
profligacy and wickednefs, that, as their 
own hlftorian confeiTes (and furely he can- 
not be accufed of want of partiality for his 
countrymen), if the Romans had delayed 
to ftrike the blow, God would have pu- 
nilhed them by an earthquake, or a pefti- 
lence, or perhaps have poured down upon 
them, in fire, the fury of his vengeance, as 
he did in early days upon the guilty cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah ^. 

Let us now turn from the Jews to the 
Gentile world, and fee whether the Hea^ 
then, when the Gofpel of righteoufnefs was 

^ See Jofephus Antiq. 
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offered to him, poflcfled any knowledge of 
religious duty, or any moral law, which 
the Jew had not. 

It had pleafed the Almighty, for what 
reafon it would be folly and prefumption 
in man to enquire — but it had pleafed the 
Almighty ^' to wink at," " uVe^i^eiv," to 
overlook the times of Gentile ignorance : 
the whole race of mankind, with the ex- 
ception of the chofen people of Ifrael, had 
been left to the guidance of the unwritten 
law implanted by the Creator in the hearts 
of all his creatures, and to the feeble light 
which they could derive from the corrupt 
traditions of primitive revelations. 

Whatever effe<H: the law of nature, or 
the light of reafon, might have had upon 
the few, who could think and reafon, it 
never can be fuppofed to have had any 
prad:ical influence upon the great mafs of 
mankind. The popular fyftems of Heathen 
mythology, and the ceremonies of Heathen 
worfliip, inftead of purif}'ing the heart, and 
correcting the evil propenfities of human 
nature, were, in facl, a fertile Iburce of er- 
Q 2 ror 
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ror in opinions, and profligacy in praAicCi. 
Corrupt and diflblute manners, the open 
violation of decency, and the fhamelefs in* 
dulgence of licentious paffions, were the 
fatal but neceflary'confequences of the exhi- 
bitions, the Ihews, and the feftivals, which 
the ritual of Polytheifm required. The 
temples of their Gods were too often the 
fcene of the moft fcandalous excefles, while 
the delufions of their Oracles, which were 
now become a conftant theme of ridicule, 
and the artifices of their Priefthood, which 
the man of letters delighted in expofing to 
the vulgar, gradually inclined them to doubt 
the reality of what they had been taught ; 
to think that there was no luch Being ex- 
ifting as a God, and that the whole fabric 
of Religion was a fyftem of felfehood, the 
invention of artful ftatefmcn and politicians* 

Thus then, faid the freethinker, meaning 
to infmuate that the Chriftian Revelation 
could not be neceflary, the evil of Poly- 
theifm corrected itfelf : but how did it cor- 
red: itfelf ? By creating in the mind a gene- 
ral indifference to all religion whatfbever : 
and it would be a difficult tafk to Ihcw, 

that 
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that mankind would have been better, or 
happier, had Atheifm been fubftituted in 
the place of Polytheifm. 

But was there no check to be found 
then, or no controul, to refift the torrent of 
impiety ? Could not the light of reafon 
teach men to fubdue the lawlefs violence 
of their paflions ? And had not philofophy 
fiifficiently inveftigated the proper motives 
of human condudl, and fixed a certain and 
unerring rule of moral 'obligation ? 

Far be it from me wantonly to depre- 
ciate the labours of the illuftrious few^ who 
quitted the abftrufe refearches of metaphy- 
sics, for the more plain and more ufeful 
inveftigation of moral duty ; who taught 
that there was a Supreme God, by whofc 
power the world was created, and by whole 
Providence it was governed ; that man,' as a 
foclal being, was to confider the utility and 
tlie happinefs of the community to which 
he belonged, as the rule of his condud ; 
that tlie foul of man was immortal and 
immaterial ; and that, after the diflblution 
of the body, it would ftill have life and 

Q 3 vigour. 
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vigour, and continue to exlft in another 
ftate. 

Sacred be the memory of thofe, who, af- 
ter they had purfued their inquiries as far as 
it was poffible for unaffifted reafon to go, 
with the humility of real fcience, fcrupled 
not to aver their ignorance : the beft and 
the wifeft of them declared, tjbat none but 
a teacher from Heaven could remove his 
doubts ; and had it been his fortune to have 
heard the admirable wifdom of that bleffed 
Teacher, he would have been amongft the 
fofemoft to hail with joy the dawn of fo 
glorious a day : before the pure and perfed: 
wifdom of the Gofpel he would have caft 
down all the unprofitable theories, the high 
imaginations, and the idle boaftings of hu- 
man reafon, and have acquiefced with gra- 
titude in the revealed will of God. 

Unfortunately, however, the influence of 
the beft philofophy was confined to the 
few who profefifed it, and to their imme- 
diate followers. Truths, which are only to 
be learnt by a regular dedud:ion of reafon, 
are not calculated for common minds ; the ^ 

faireft 
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falreft ideal pifturcs of virtue, however juft, 
or however beautiful they might be, had no 
allurement for the generality of mankind ; 
and even the hope, or the expectation, of a 
future exiftence was of little real fcrvice, 
when it was a matter of doubt, whether 
the foul, after its feparation from the body, 
was to be confcious of what had been done 
in that body or not ; w hether it w as to be 
loft in the immenfity of the Deity, from 
whom it originally emanated ; or to be 
joined to another body, and to repeat the 
fame viciffitudes of afting and fufFering 
upon earth, in endlefs revolutions. 

If fuch was the Inefficacy of thofe fyf- 
tems, which alone deferve the name of 
philofophy, what was to be expelled from 
the croud of dlfputants, who contended for 
fame and viftory, and not for truth ; from 
thofe who could juftify by arguments the 
worft excelfes, or thofe who maintained, 
that all actions were equally indifferent ; 
that nothing in nature was cither good or 
bad ; and that vice and virtue were diftinc- 
tions invented by man, and only to be 
found in the inftitutions of human policy ? 
Q 4 Or 
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Or what reafon was there to fuppofe, that 
the morals of the vulgar w^ould be reformed, 
when the practice of the very phllofophers 
themfelves was continually at variance with 
tlieir principles; when they, who inculcated 
a contempt of riches and honours, were 
eager to gratify the purluits of worldly 
ambition ; when the teacher of humility 
was notorious for his pride ; and the advo- 
cate of temperance indulged in all the ex- 
cefles of the groifeft fenfuality ? 

In fucli a painful ftate of uncertainty, 
unable to comprehend the principles of the 
true philofophy, and perplexed and be- 
wildered by the intricate fubtleties of the 
worft, the generality of mankind eagerly 
attached themfelves to that fed, which 
promifed to fatisfy their fcruples, and to 
allay their fears. That they would emanci- 
pate mankind from the fliackles of fuper- 
ftition, would empower them to think and 
ad. for themfelves, and teach them the 
true ufe of their reafon, was the fpecious 
boaft of Epicurus and his fchool ; and this 
glorious liberty was to be acquired by the 
rejedion of all thofe great truths, which 

were 
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were the cement of human fociety, and the 
foundation of all our happinefs. 

The Epicurean had no God, or if he 
had a God, it was a God without a Provi- 
dence ; a God, flumbering in eale and in- 
dolence, and carelefs of the fate of the 
wretched mortals, who were to wander at 
will, amidft the cares, the perplexities, and 
the dangers of their exiftence upon earth : 
and without the belief of a God, he had no 
idea of moral refponfibility, and no expec- 
tation of future judgment. 

In his intercourfe with mankind, all his 
views, and all his motives, terminated in 
felf ; his own profit, and his own pleafure, 
were the only incitements, that could roufe 
him into adlivity : and neither friendfhip, 
nor good faith, nor juftice, were regarded 
any farther than as they contributed to pro- 
mote his intereft, or to gratify his pleafure. 

This was the prevailhig f}ftem of the 
times ; it was the fafliionable Philofophy, 
which all defcriptions of men began to ad- 
mire, and to adopt : to the vulgar and the il- 
literate. 
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literate, it offered the enticing profpeft of 
freedom from all reftraint, and emancipa- 
tion from all obligation ; to the learned 
and the wealthy, it recommended itfelf, by 
the elegant manners of thofe who profefled 
it, by the charms of beautiful poetry, and 
the refined vpluptuoufnefs which it juftified 
and recommended. 

Thus, if Philofophy had been permitted 
to take its courfe, inftead of improving and 
cultivating the light of nature, it would 
have extingiiilhed it entirely ; it would 
have robbed its votaries of all that could 
make them virtuous or happy ; and have 
plunged the miferablc race of man into 
the thick and gloomy darknefs of Atheifm. 
But at this period precifely, when the world 
was almoft without religion ; when tlie 
Jew had nearly loft the fpirit of the Mo- 
faic Law, and corrupted the letter of it by 
his fanciful interpretations ; and the Gen- 
tile, by his falfe philofophy, had thrown a 
mift over the feeble light of natural rea- 
fon — at this period, ** God fent forth his 
Son, to teach the way. to righteoufnefs," 
and ^^ to awaken fmners to repentance.'* 

Surely 
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Surely then we cannot but admire the 
wifdom of God, and adore his goodnefs 
with humble gratitude, for fending into the 
world the Heavenly Inftrudor whom he 
had promifed, at the very moment that his 
inftpucftions were moll neceflary to the 
happinefs of his creatures. 

But if the neceffity of a better guide 
and a wifer teacher was admitted, how did 
it happen, that when a Teacher came, call- 
ing himfelf the Son of God, and proving 
his title by miracles — how did it happen, 
that the Jews rejefted, and perfecuted even 
unto death, the very Perfon whom they 
had fo long expefted ; and that the Gen- 
tiles, above all, the rich, the powerful, 
and the learned, who ought to have been 
amongft the earlieft converts, treated the 
Religion, which he offered them, with fcorn 
and derifion, and purfued his followers with 
the bittereft malignity ? Is not this a proof, 
fays the unbeliever, either that he was not 
in reality the Perfon whom he profeflcd to 
be ; or that his do6lrines did not contain the 
leffons of wifdom and righteoufnefs, which 
we maintain they did ? 

The 
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The fad: is undoubted ; but the inference, 
which the Sceptic would draw from it, by 
no means follows: on the contrary, the 
conqueft which Chriftianity obtained over 
the obftacles, by which its enemies tried to 
retard its progrefs, is in itfelf the ftrongcft 
proof, that it really was the word of God. 

The general depravity of the times, the 
decay of all practical Religion, and the 
Want of proper criteria, by which to dif- 
tinguilh right from wrong, created preju- 
dices againft the Gofpel of Chrift, which 
were common to all mankind, to Jew and 
Gentile alike. The very firft awakening call 
to repentance, by which the harbinger of 
the Meffiah had proclaimed his near ap- 
proach, contained a command, to which 
minds hardened in wickednefs, and accuf- 
tomed to the uncontrouled indulgence of 
their paflions, could not immediately re- 
concile themfelves. But when the holy 
Teacher appeared himfelf in perfon, they 
found, that the whole fyftem of his Reli- 
gion was founded upon this do6farine of 
repentance ; that, in order to become his 
difciples, and to Ihare the rewards of his 

king- 
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kingdom, they muft abandon, without de« 
lay, all their habitual indulgences ; they 
muft renounce and execrate the vices which, 
they had pradifed with impunity, and with 
humble and fmcere contrition muft con- 
/fefs theii; own unworthinefs, and their ut- 
ter inability to obtain falvation, without 
the free grace and pardon of God, 

From fo humiliating a confeffion, the 
pride of the Jewifti Teacher and the Gen- 
tile Sophift revolted at once : in the mean 
time their appropriate chara<9:ers, and their 
refpeftive fituations, gave them other pre- 
judices, and other prepofleffions, peculiar 
to each.' 

The Jew had always miftmderftood the 
promife originally made to the Patriarchy 
and repeated continually by every one of 
the infpired Prophets. He had accuftomed 
himfelf, as is well known, to exped: riot a 
Spiritual deliverer, or a Spiritual kingdom i 
but a mighty Prince, and an earthly Sove- 
reignty. Ever inclined to fa^lion and fedi- 
tion, and uneafy under the dominion of 
Rome, the Jewilh people looked for a 

leader. 
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leader, who would drive out the imperial 
legions from Jerufalem, and extend his 
conquefts far beyond the confines of the 
Holy Land. All Iheir ambitious views 
therefore were demolifhed at once, when 
they faw the Perfon, who announced him- 
felf as the Chrift, entering the holy city; 
not with the fplendid pageant of a con- 
queror, but ** meek, and lowly, and fitting 
upon an afs^." All their dreams of con- 
quefl: and dominion vaniflied, when they 
faw, that, infliead of calling his followers to 
a military fl:andard, or animating them 
with the hope of that liberty, for which 
they pined, his time was pafi!ed in healing 
the fick, and cheering the unhappy ; in dic- 
tating to the poor and the lowly the plain 
and eaiy lefibns of his pure morality ; and 
promifing even to publicans and finners, the 
blefiTed fruits of repentance, and the glo- 
rious hope of eternal life. And all the vifion- 
ary fchemes of grandeur and power faded 
away before them, when they found, that, 
to obtain an inheritance in his kingdom, 
they mufl: quit the pofl^ellion of worldly 
honours and worldly riches; muft for- 

^ Matth. xxi. 5. 

fake 
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fake their kindred, their families, and their 
friends, and become the poor and perfe- 
cuted followers of a defpifed Nazarite. 

The Jew had alfo been taught to expe6l, 
that his Law would be perpetual ; that its 
ceremonies • were of univerfal obligation ; 
and that the holy Temple of Jerufalem, in 
the days of the Mefliah, would be thronged 
with fuppliants from all the nations under 
heaven. He was perfuaded alfo that fal- 
vation belonged exclusively to himfelf, and 
was to be obtained only by the punftual 
obfervance, not of the Mofaic ritual merely, 
but of all the frivolous ceremonies, which 
the Scribe and Pharifee had ingrafted upon 
it. What then was his furprife, his morti- 
fication, and his refentment, when he heard 
from the mouth of our blefied Lord, that 
his kingdom was referved not for thofc 
who purified their bodies by ablutions, but 
for the pure in heart ; when he faw him, 
as he thought, violating the Law, and de- 
fpifmg the Sabbath, and declaring, in jufli- 
fication of his praiftice, that *^ God would 
have mercy, and not judgment !" What 
was his indignation, when he heard, that 

the 
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the Apoftles were commiffioned to an- 
nounce " the tidings of falvation to all na- 
tions" indifcriminately, and to declare, that 
God/ was not to be adored in this or that 
particular place, but that the rcafonable 
fervice of the heart might be offered to 
him in every climate, and by every created 
being ! 

To the anger, which the defeat of their 
fondeft hopes, and the lofs of their favourite 
projeds, excited in the nation at large, the 
leaders of the people, the chief Priefts and 
Elders, the Scribes and Pharifees, added a 
peculiar fpirit of refentment and revenge 
againft the practice of our blefled Lord ; for 
he had unmafked their hypocrifies, and ex- 
pofed their vices to the multitude : thus 
they all confpired to execute the eternal 
purpofe of God — for " of a truth. Lord," 
fays the facred hiftorian, *' againft thy holy 
child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, the 
people of Ifrael were gathered together, for 
to do whatfoever thy hand and thy counfel 
determined before to have done */* 

* A6ts iv. 27. 

The 
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The Gentile, to the prejudice whiph he 
had in common with. thc> Jew, added alfo 
particular preppfTeffions of his owp : whilft 
the oorruptioji of his ui orals, his profligacy, 
and his wickedneis^ repd^ed^J^in^ j^jaally 
averfe to a Religion of purity, of conftraint, 
ao^d ftlfrdenial, lii^. inditFefcnq^i, 3;ad ,care- 
Jeflhe^ about all religions prepoflefled hinji 
againft that, whicl^ plainricd an e;xclulive 
prefereince above ^11 others. Chriijiianity^ 
in his idea, ,was a gloomy, unfbcial fyftera 
of Atheifm i fw the followers of Chrift de- 
clared, that they would hold no fellowftiip or 
corrcfpondence with the works of darknefs; 
that the idols of Paganifm were an abomi- 
nati(Hi ; and that it was an impious ad: 
cv^ to enter the Tcnaples confecrated to 
the impure divinities. 

To the proud Soj^ift, it was a thing 
ftrauge and incredible, that ^.God had ap- 
peared upon earthy in a ftate of poverty 
and huip illation, a^ had fubroitted to a 
painful and ignominious death ; that the per- 
sons, whom he h^d appointed to diiTemi- 
nate the pre<?epts of his Religion, were not 
men of learning and education ; not Philo- 

R Ibphers, 
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fophcrs, but plain, unlettered Fifliermen ; 
and that the hiftories, which recorded his 
^(ftions, and his difcourfes, were written in 
a iimple, inartificial method, without any of 
the gracies of ftyle, or compofition. 

The magiftrate and the ftatefinan mean- 
while dreaded the introduftion of a new 
Religion, which tended immediately to ef- 
fect a change in all the cuftoms and habits 
of life, and to overthrow all the rites and 
ceremonies, which long practice had efta- 
bliflicd. 

Thus it appears, that they, who rejefted 
the defire of all nations when he -came, 
were influenced by their own corruption, 
and their own fatal prepofleffion ; and it is, 
as I obferved before, an inconteftible evi- 
dence of the truth of our holy Faith, that 
it triumphed over all thofe obftacles ; that, 
in Ipite of diftrefs and perfecutioil, the 
number of its converts increafed conti- 
nually ; and that, in God's good time, it 
became the eftablilhed belief of the Gen- 
tiles. 

Still, 
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. Still, fays the adverfary of our Faith, 
granting its progreis, what were its cf- 
feds ? Did it really accomplifli the pur-* 
pofe for which, you fay, it was providen- 
tially introduced at that particular period 
of time ? Did it inftruft mankind in their 
duties to God, and to each other? And 
are • men wifer and better now, than they 
were before the eftablifliment of the Chrif- 
tian Faith ? 

Now in Order tQ. determine, with fairnefs 
and candour, what the efficacy of Chrif- 
tianity really has been, and to ascertain, as 
far as we are permitted, why it has not 
be^n greater, we muft recoiled: what was 
the real defign of its inftitution, and what 
was its true charafter. 

r^ Chriftianity profeffes to give mankind a 
mortal Law, for the regulation of their con- 
duft in this life ; and to ppint ^ut to them 
the means, by .which they are to obtain 
everlafting happinefs in aiiotheh;. 

Whether J the iiioral'Lftw beffiot as per- 
f<?A . as it . i§ r pgifible for Wj .if) > jfeong^i ve> ; 

R z whe- 
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whether it does not far fuipafs all the fyf- 
tems of Ethics, which human reafon bad 
flamed, and aH the- precepts, which God 
had before vouehfafed to reveaU it is caiy 
io deftermine, by opening the iacred vo- 
faunesf of the Ev&ngehfts and the Apoftles': 
there we find " a new comnjandmwiti*' 
delivered to us by the bleffed Jefus, " that 
we love 4nc another." There we find that 
humility, meeknefs, moderation, £3rbearance> 
and charity, are the virtues, which can 
atone mate us happy in ourfelves, or ufe- 
fal to OUT fellow-creatures. There toa we 
find that the evil inclination, the r^g 
wifli, and the fecret^ intention to fin, are as 
guilty in the fight of God as* the criitikiail 
aaitfelf. 

Such then being the morality of the Gof- 
1)el, falva^fefonand futtoe'happinefs are oflfered 
to usj affc* a virtuous and 4-digious life*; not 
in confequenb^of oilr merits but as the free 
a^d vokihtsaiy gift of God, obtained for us 
by the precious -blood of (^.Redeemer. 

This ^(?fteiai, 'in bbth its parts, is offered 
to our ^acceptance ; our afl^nt t» it is not 

extorted 
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extorted from us ; we are required to ex- 
amine its evidences, and to receive it upon 
convidipn ; it is offered to us therefore, as 
beings refponfible for pur opinions and our 
aiftions ; and it leaves us, as it found us, free 
agents : we may therefore miftake or mif- 
interpret its do<9:rines, from ignorance or 
from prejudice, or, from the ungoverned im- 
petuofity of paffion, we may tranfgrefs its 
-plaineft commands. 

• If then the efficacy of ChrifHanity has 
been pa^ial, let the fault reft with man, 
and not with God ; and let us not dare 
impioufly to arraign the jtiftice or the 
mercy of the Creator, because his creatures 
have not profited, as they ought, by the fa- 
lutary leffons, which he has given them : 
at the fame time, it cannot be denied, but 
that the real and pofitive efficacy of Chrif- 
tianity has been very confiderable. If we 
look to the earlieft period of its promulga- 
tion, the morals of the earlieft converts, 
the unexampled purity of their lives, and 
the fteady fortitude, with which they fub- 
mitted to perfecution, to tortures, and to 
death, while they evince the fmcerity of 

R 3 their 
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their belief, at the fame time, are a deci- 
five proof of the ftrong influence of their 
religion upon their minds. 

If we trace the courfe of civilization, we 
Ihall find, that the progrefs of Chriftianity 
has ever been accompanied by progreflivc 
reformation, and improvement in the laws> 
the literature, and the manners of man- 
kind. It was the mild and peaceable fpirit 
of the Gofpel, that flopped the fanguinary 
fports, which, with all their boafted refine- 
ment, the nations of antiquity delighted to 
behold: it was the fame fpirit, that checked 
the wanton barbarity, with which the maf- 
ter was authorifed to tyrannize over his 
flave : it is the fame fpirit, that has miti- 
gated the grievoufnefs of war, and taught 
contending nations, that a ftate of warfare 
need not impede the exercife of the duties 
of common humanity ; that the extenfion 
of fcience, and the courtely of individuals 
to each other, might ft ill be maintained. 

To the morality of the Gofpel private 
life is indebted for all its comforts, and all 
its regulated enjoyments ; and the fbrrows, 

which 
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which he cannot avoid, are comparatively 
light to a Chriftian, becaufe he has the 
bleffed hope of futurity before him; and 
under the unequal dilpenfations of this life^ 
he anticipates the time, when the Father 
of mankind will fummon all his creatures 
to judgment. 

If then Chriftlanity has already done lb 
much, it may fairly be prefumed, that it 
will do more ; that its influence bears a 
proportion to its progrefs; and that, when 
its glorious light is diffufed impartially 
over the whole world, its efficacy will be- 
come complete. Then we may exped:, 
that the ftormy paffions, which at prefent 
agitate and convulfe the moral world, will 
^ be huflied into repofe, and the whole race of 
man will be knit together in the bonds of 
Chriftian charity, and univerfal love. Then 
all the imagery of the Prophets, and all 
their beautiful defcriptions, will be real- 
ized : ^^ the wolf fliall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard Ihall lie down with the 
kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together, and a little child lliall 
lead them ^" " The wildernefs and the fo- 

^ Ifai. xi. 6. 
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litary place fhall be glad ; and the dcfert 
fhall rejoice, and bloflbm as the rofe '/* 
*' For judgment (hall dwell in the wilder- 
nefs, and rightcoufnefs remain in the fruit- 
ful field; and the work of righteoufheft 
fhall be peace ; and the efFeft of rightcouf- 
nefs, quiet and affurance for erer **.** 

< Ifai. XXXV. K ^ IfkicXxxii. i6. 
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. MATTHEW xxviii. 19. . 

GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL 
NATIONS. 

SUCH was the parting command, which • 
the Son of God gave to thofe righteous 
perfons, who had been the companions of 
his miniftry, and to whofe guardianfhip he 
had committed his infant Church. ^* Go/* 
faid he, ^* to every creature, without any 
diftindlion or partiality, and preach to all 
the doftrines of repentance, and remiffion 
of fins :" and, that they might not be dif- 
cou raged by the difficulty of the tafk, he 
cheered them with the confolatory promife 

of 
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of his conftant affiftance, for '^ Lo,'* faid 
he, '^ I am with you alway to the end of 
tlie world." 

From this command and this pronjife, 
it is evident, that the religion, which the 
Son of God came in '^ the fulne/s of time" 
to eftablifli, was not like the law of Mofcs, 
or the fuperftition of Paganifm, a partial, 
local, or temporary iyftem of worlhip, but 
was deligned to conned: the whole race of 
man in one common faith, and to endure 
till the final diflblution of the world. Such 
was the language, in which the Holy Spi- 
rit had invariably fpoke of that kingdom, 
which the Redeemer of mankind was to 
found ; that it was to be univerfal in its 
extent, and perpetual in its duration : " in 
thee," faid the Almighty, when he firft an- 
nounced to the Patriarchs the merciful de- 
fign of redemption, which had been formed 
before the world began ; 'Mn thee, and thy 
feed, fliall all the nations of the earth be 
bleired\" And as the fcheme is gradually 
imfolded, as the intimations of future de- 
liverance become more explicit, and the 

* Gen. xii. 3. 

delinea- 
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delineation of the perfon and chara<fter 
of the DeUverer, more minute, the rehgion 
which he was to preach is always charac- 
terized by the fame properties of univer- 
iality and perpetuity. 

" In Judah," lays the royal Pialmift, al^ 
luding to the peculiarity of the Jewifti co- 
venant, and the limitation of their worlhip 
to a particular country — ** in Judah was 
God known, and his name was great in Is- 
rael ;" " in Salem was his tabernacle, and 
his dwelling-place in Sion^," But not fo 
does he fpeak of the Meffiah ; for God faid 
unto his Son, ^^ I will give thee the Hea- 
then for thine inheritance, and the utmoft 
parts of the earth for thy pofleffion." At 
one time we are told, in the figurative lan- 
guage of Prophecy, that in the laft days, 
*^ it Ihall come to pals, that the mountain 
of the Lord's houfe fliall be eftablilhed on 
the top of the mountains, and Ihall be ex- 
alted above the hills, and all nations Ihall 
flow unto it '." At another, that " there 
fhall be a root of JefTe, which fliall fl:and 
for an enfign to the people, and to it fliall 

** Pfalm Ixxvi. i, 2. ^ Ifai, ii. a. 

the 
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the' nations fcek */' Sortlfetimes the pre- 
valence of Chrlftianity isfpoken of by the' 
Holy Spirit, as the eftablifhment of the 
kingdom of the Lord : ** all nations/' it is 
faid, ** Ihall remember* and turn unto the 
Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations 
fliall worfhip before him, for the kingdom 
is the Lord's"." And fometimes in 'lof- 
tier ftralns the Prophet celebrates the ex- 
tent and continuance of this empire: *^ the 
kingdom of God, it is called, and an ever- 
lafting dominion extended over all people, 
nations, and languages, that (hould not pafs 
away, nor be deftroyed ^." 

The Prophets therefore having taught us 
to expect, that Chriftianity would in God*s 
good time becomfc an univerfal Religion;" 
and the blefled Jefus having directed his 
Apoftles to publifli the glad tidings of falva- 
tion to all mankind, how are we to account 
for its partial propagation, or why, it may 
be afked, at the prefent day, do w^e fee the 
Jew ftill inflexibly adhering to his law, and 
the difciples of Mahomet ftill adoring the 
hallowed name of their falfe Prophet, whilft 

^ Ifai. xi. 10. ' Pfal. xxii. 27. ' Dan. vii. 14. 

a con- 



a cdinfiderabie part 'bf the habitable worl4 
has never yet emerged from the dark and 
barbaroiie fuperiHtioii o£ Pagamim ? 

■ ' * -'■''!'. I i , ' \ ' ■ 

' fe is natural^ doubtlefs, for cheery rdle^^ 
ing^ttiihd, when it cbntbmplates' the /mocftl 
anjl religious condition of i!naii,'-/td afk, ,wh^ 
it -is, that the truth hath been !fo partialiy 
communicatod ? why it is, th&t io^rMaxf 
myriads of createdi beings arc ftill permitted 
to continue in ignorance of thofe dodrines^ 
which Chriftians maintain to be neceflaxy 
to the future ialvation and happinefi of U5 
all : and whether it be not reafonable to 
fuppofe, that before the clofe of fevcntecu 
centuries, *^ at the name of the holy Jefus* 
every knee would have bowed^" and every 
tongue have coafeffed the wonders of his 
love to man ? 

It will fcarcely be denied by any man^ 
who hath ever opened the volume of our 
Faith, that Chriftianity, whether we confi- 
dcr it as a rule of moral obligation, or a ri- 
tual of religious lervice, or as the imion of 
both, is far more calculated for general ufe, 
than any other religion that ever exifted 

in 
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in the world. LrCt thofe who doubt it/ 
compare the Gofpel-of Chnil with the 
Law of Mofes^ with die Koran of Maho- 
met, or with the multifarious fuperftitions 
of the Heathen ; and then they will confeis 
the decided liiperiority of the Chriftian 
Law. The moral precepts of the Gofpcl 
are adapted to every poffible variety of cli- 
mates, of fituation, and of employment: 
they all flow from the Iburce of imiverial 
charity, that charity which teaches us, that 
as the children of one common parent, as 
liibjeft to the fame viciffitudes of mifery 
and happinefs here, and heirs of the fame 
immortality hereafter, we are to commife- 
rate and relieve each other, to live for 
others more than for ourfelves, and to *^ do 
unto all men, as we would they fliould do 
unto us/' The duty of prayer, the fecret 
unoftentatious worfhip of the heart, which 
God, under a former difpenlation, had de- 
clared to be more valuable and more pleaA 
ing to him than all the incenfe of facri- 
fice and bumt-oflfering, and which Chrilt en- 
Joined by his precepts, and fandlioned by his 
, practice — this great duty is as univerfally 
pradlicable, as it is univerfally obligatory. 

The 
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The Chriftian is not called upon like the 
Jew of old, or the Mahometan of bur days, 
to quit his ufual refidence, and his ordinary- 
occupation, to traverfe diftant and inholpi- 
table countries, and to proftrate himfelf be- 
fore the Altar of his God at a ftated fcafon, 
and in ^ particular place ; he is not bur- 
thened with a yoke of particular ceremo- 
nies, of periodical ablutions, which purify 
the body, but. not the hearty or of minute 
and trifling obfervances, which vex and 
hartafs the mind, inftead of relieving and 
confoling it. The two -fimple facraments, 
which mark the profeffion of his faith, in- 
terfere with no local duty, and interrupt 
none of the neceflary occupations of civil 
life : and his firfl: and earlieft leflbn, to love 
his God, to believe in him, to ferve him, 
and to pray to him in fecret, it is eafy for 
-him to praftifc at all times, and in all cir- 
cumftances, in the place of his cuftomary 
refidence, in the bofbm of his family, or in 
the private recefles of his clofet. 

Thus, while the moral precepts and 
the religious exercifes of Chriftianlty are 
adapted to the circumftances of every in- 
dividual. 



256 SERMON IX. 

dividual, the religion itfelf, as a fyltcm, is 
compatible with every form of political <b- 
ciety. While it is indeed the only balk 
upon which any government can exift 
with ftability and firmnefs, it neither pre* 
fcribes to man any particular fohn of go- 
venjment, nor refufes to conned itfelf with 
any. It gives the outline, the great and 
fundamental principles, upon which the 
very exiftence of civil Ibciety depends, mo- 
deration, good order, and fubmifiion to efta- 
blifhed authority : but it leaves to the wif- 
dom of man to determine in what way 
thofe principles are to be applied ; and 
what form of public inflitution is moil 
congenial to his character and his circum- 
ftances, and moil likely to enfure his hap- 
pinefs. 

If then there be nothing in Chriilianity 
itfelf, to impede its progrels ; if, on the con- 
trary, it addreiTes itfelf to all men alike, 
and is confiilent with every poifible form 
of civil community, this alone is a con- 
vincing proof, tiiat the Omnifcicnt Author 
of our faith originally defigned it for the 
ufe and the comfort of all his creatures. 

The 
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The Sceptic, the haughty Sophift, or the 
indifferent Polytheift, might indeed fool- 
ifbly and ignorantly maintain, that the fu- 
prerae Being did not require or expeft uni- 
formity of worfliip ; nay, that he even took 
delight in the varied forms of devotion, 
which the ingenuity of his creatures de- 
vifed, and the different and even contra- 
diftory opinions, which they formed of his 
nature and his attributes. But he, who be- 
lieves that God is one, will inflantly re* 
volt from fo monftrous an opinion ; he 
will know, that the unity and fimplicity of 
truth can alone be plcafing to Him ; and 
that, as the Creator of the world, the Au- 
thor of all good, and the benevolent Father 
of mankind, he cannot but choofe to dif- , 
penfe his bleffings with an impartial hand 
to all his creatures. It is on this ground, 
that we are at iffue with the Deift : I ad- 
mit, he would fay, that if Grod were to com- 
municate to man a lyflem of religious be- 
lief, fuch as Chriftianity profefTes to be, we 
might conclude, as well from the nature of 
God, as from the charader of the Religion, 
that all men would be Chriflians ; that all 
would have heard the word and received 

s it, 



2sS a E R M O N . IX. 

it, and have embraced with joy the cer- 
tain hope of everlafting hfe : but the fa<5l 
is . otherwife ; therefore, his conclufion is, 
that becaufe the Rehgion is not general, it 
is not the word of God. 

Now, in the very principle of this ob- 
jeAion, there feems to be at firfl iight a 
ftrange abfurdity. If Chriftianity be not 
really a Divine revelation, if its morality be 
no better than human fyflems of ethics, if 
its promifes of future life be delufivc and 
falfe, why lament, that it is not communis 
cated univerfally ? If it be true, why call 
upon us to rejed: the precious gift of God, 
becaufe there are perfbns .exifting in the 
world, to whom He has not yet vouchfafed 
to imptot it.? \; .. \. 

To call the Almighty partial, is as ab- 
furd aa it is impious ; becaufe whatever re* 
velation of his will the Creator thinks fit 
to make, it muft be, on his part, a free vo- 
luntary gift ; the creature can have no 
right to demand it : and if it be not difiii- 
buted in equal portions to all, we have oo 
more right to murmur at the difpeniatioDs 

of 
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of God> thdifi we have to coftiplaift, that all 
men ite tiot pfecifely alike, that they have 
not the farn6 health, the famt ftfength, the 
feliie j5erfortal 'beauty, and the fame men- 
tar endowments ; that they were hot placed 
higher in the fcile of created beings, thslt 
they were riot aflgefe infteacj of men I 

Is it riot ecjtfeliy abfiird and itttpious, lb 
caill the 'beneficent Author of oui* teing un- 
juft, when he himfelf hath condefcended to 
tell us, that we Ihould be tried, not only 
by what' %^- kn^, biafl ^ by what W6 tk ca- 
^^W o/" kriof^virlgi 'tfeaft lie will matke aU 
lo#KhceS f6r want of talents, ^4rit ^ op*' 
pOf tUttities, and all the. defeds of unav6ida- 
We igfttei^nce^t and, aS I hafd cmtb befotfe'ati ' 
odeaiioft to oWerv^j that the preciioils* :^ri- * 
fit}e>6f *he kedeefifier extends it^ infliicJice*' 
to "Sn HlStnkirid, even to thofe wKbift the - 
d^y-fpring from on high has nfevdr vilited ; 
'^ f6t thou waft flaiil," fays the Apoffle, "' an4 
haft redeemed its unto God by thy word, 
oilt bf cveiy kindred, and tongue, and people^ 
arid ilation'." If then God hath voluntarily 
giYen MS mare than we have a right to 

« Rev. V. 9, 

9 :z aftc 
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a{k, and hath declared^ that he will not 
punilh his creatures for an ignorance, 
which they cannot avoid; every fufpicion 
of partiality or injuftice is done away at 
once ; and we have only to admire the 
mercy and the wifdom of God, in prefcrv- 
ing throughout the uniform plan of gra- 
dual revelation, and in accommodating 
the holy leiTons of his. will to the circum- 
ftances and capacities of thofe who wxre to 
receive them. 

God <lid not fend forth his Son till " the 
fulnefs of time'* arrived, till men felt their 
want ol* a guide and iqftmdor from hear 
ven, and were duly prepared to liflen tp^ 
his inftruftion. ^ But the warning voice of 
the Almighty had not at any time been 
(ilcnt ; God had fpoken to his fallen crea- 
tures at " fundry times, and in divers man- 
ners ;'* he had promifed in early times, that 
a Deliverer fhoyld one day come to reicue • 
them from the dominion of lin : by his 
holy Prophets, he had repeatedly allured 
them, that the promife would be pcr-^ 
formed ; and, as th^ appointed hour drew 
near. He had given clearer intimations of 

his 
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his defign, and ampler defcriptions of the 
nature of the deliverance, which they were 
to expeft. Thus, the awful doArine of re- 
demption was unfolded by degrees, at dif- 
tinft intervals of time, and only to one 
particular people, chofen by God, to be the 
guardian of his revelations. From all others 
it was purpofely withheld ; and even they, 
to whom the truth was revealed, neither 
felt its full value, nor comprehended its 
real purport. 

If we turn to the prophetical defcriptions 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, we find, that 
one of the marks, by which it is conftantly 
charadlerifed, is its gradual progrefs. This 
progrefs is reprefented under various images: 
fometimes the kingdom of heaven is a 
ftone, which gradually becomes ^' a moun- 
tain, and fills the vvhole earth *";" fometimes 
it is a tender plant, which, under the fpf- 
tering hand of God, is reared to a fair and 
goodly tree. *M will take," faith the 
Lord God, '' of the higheft branch of the 
high cedari and will fet it 3 I will cut off 
from the top of his youiig twigs a tender , 

^ Dan. ii.55. 

s^ one. 
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pnc, and will plant it upon a high riipun* 
tain and emihent : in the moijntairi of tha 
height of Ifrael will I plant it ; and ,it Iball 
bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be 
a goodly cedar ; and under it Ihall 4weU all 
fowl of every wing ; in the Ihadow of the 
branches thereof fhall they dwell *." Sprper 
times it is a '' river whof? w^texs £n:e ^ 
firft ihallpw, till by degrees they |ife to 
a great height, and became waters to 
fwim in, a river that caiinot be pa^^d 
over ^. 

In ftriiS conformity with thefe prophe- 
tical defcriptions pf his kingdom, and with 
images of a fimilar i^ture, our bleifed J-<Qr4 
informs the Jews, th.at the Itingdom pf 
heaven will be progr^jffive, thjtt its com- 
plete efts^blifhment wilji npt fee immediate, 
but that it will advance from fm^U begin- 
nings, ^ill it ^\\2ls pofTeflcd the whole earthr 
^' The kingdom of heaven," fays be^ '^ is 
Uke unto a grain of mijft^rd feed, whig|i^ in- 
deed- is t;l^p !^^^, ^^ '^U feeds ; hut /wh?H 
it h j^rcjwn, ; it is. th« .Jgreateft ftjnopgft 
berb?j, and bepometh f tf^p^So th^t.the 



/>n 



* Ezek. xvii. 22, aj» ^ ^ Exck. xlvii. 5. 
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birds of the air lodge in the branches 
thereof ^" 

It was the defign therefore of God, that 
Chriftianity Ihould be progreffive, and that 
-as its publication had been delayed until 
" the fulneis of time" was come, (6 its full 
and complete efficacy Ihould be delayed, 
until the whole race of man were fully 
qualified to receive its faving truths. But 
here the queftion of the captious objecftor' 
returns : Why was this progrefs neceflary ? 
Could not the Gofpel have been preached 
at once in all places ? and wouM it not have 
been better to have given to all men at 
once the opportunity of embracing it if 
they pleafed ? 

That God could have done this, had it 
fo feemed good to his eternal wifdom, can- 
not be. denied, for •'* with God all things 
are poffible :" 'but then, we muft fuppole 
a conftant miracle, or a miracle ib frequent- 
ly repeated, that it would have ceafed to 
be a miracle, and would have loft all its 
force and efficacy, as an evidence of truth, 

* Matt. xlii. 31. Mark iv. 31. Luk, xiii. 19. 

s 4 Upon 
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Upon no other fuppofitlon whatever, can 
we conceive the general difFufion of the 
great truths of Chriftianity, without any 
preparation, any previous moral difcipline, 
or any foundation of knowledge. 

Follow the miflionary into the hut of 
the Indian, and obferve what a fruitlcfs talk 
it is to preach the crofs of Chrift crucified, 
to bid the favage repent, and confcfs his 
fins, and be baptized into the faith of the 
hlefled Jefiis. 

What imprefl[ion can fuch a fiimmons 
make upon a mind that has never been 
taught to elevate its thoughts above the 
fenfible objeds immediately before it? From 
the teacher of Heavenly truth he turns 
with contempt to the objeds before him, 
to the glorious luminary, whofe iplendid 
orb he contemplates with afl:oni{hment, 
or even to the ihapelefs mals of wood or 
fl:one, which he conceives to be the refi- 
dence of a Being fuperior in power to him- 
felf ; who direds all the wonderful opera- 
tions of nature, and rides in the fl:orm and 
the whirlwind. 

And 
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And can we expeA in fuch circumftaiices 
to find converts, rational and fihcere con- 
verts to the Chriftian faith ? Or is it any 
impeachment of the authenticity or the 
truth of the Golpel, that ^vhen its dodrines 
have been preached to fuch hearers, they 
have either been unwilling to liften, or un- 
able to comprehend them ? 

We who are Chriftians by education, 
who imbibe in our very infancy the firft ru- 
diments of our faith, who receive it as an 
impreffion upon our minds, long before wc 
are capable of examining its evidences, and 
believing upon conviction, we are Icarcely 
competent judges of the difficulty of preach- 
ing the faith of Chrift to thofe who have 
every thing to learn, and who in fome in- 
ftances do not poflefs even the great fun- 
damental truths of natural religion. 

And It muft be obferved, that no argu- 
ment, drawn from the converlion of the 
Gentiles in the Apoftolic age, can be ap- 
plicable to the propagation of the Gofpel 
in thefe t^mes. There is no iimilafity 
whatever between the two cafes: that con- 

vcrfion 
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verfion was a miracle. Tlic pride of- learn- 
ing, the obftinacy of ignorance, thp fafti- 
dious contempt of the rich, and the San- 
guinary cruelty of the perfecutor, all gave 
way before the irrefiftible force of truth* 
But why was this the cafe ? It was becaufe 
the Apoftle went forth to execute his mif- 
fion, under the immediate guidance of God*. 
When he addrefled the aflemblies of the 
learnedt the Holy Spirit gave him utter- 
ance, that he might confound the wifdom 
of the wife, and make vain the foolifhnefs 
of men : and when he fpoke to the igno- 
rant multitude, the lign and the wonder 
accompanied his reafbnings, and conviriced 
them, that he was a mefleng^sr from God. 

The Chriftian miffionary has no fuch 
advantages : iu the difficult and important 
enterprize of converfion, he has nothing to 
truft to but the powers of his own mind, 
affifted indeed, as we believe all good and 
pious defigns will be affifted, by the ordi- 
nary grace of God, but without any of 
thofe gifts or graces, which were poured 
down fo liberally from Heaven upon the 
chof?n preaci\ers of Chrift. He h^ to ar- 
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gue, to perfuade, and if poflTihle to convince ; 
but he cannot ftrike the minds of his hear- 
ers by a ilrain of infpired eloquence, nor 
overpome the ftubbornnefs of ignorance by 
a difplay of fupernatural power. 

Surely then we nmay infer, that if the 
t^ik of ini^Fvidion be committed merely to 
hijn>aii ag^pcy, if all the extraordinary aids 
o£ tha Spirit be withdrawn, fome previous 
knowledge muft be neceflary to form the 
mind of the copvert ; and want of civiliza- 
tion will be always an impediment to the 
general diffufion of the Chriftian Law. 

■ ■ f .■ 
This impediment it is eafy for man to 
fee, find perhaps it iSftay be ii;^ the power of 
ir^an to rempve it, , It is a patural obliga- 
tion; natural reafon teaches vis, that if wc 
polffefs any know-ledge, which is likely to 
improve the condition of oyr fellow crea^ 
tures, or in any degree to promote their 
happineis, we are bound to, communicate 
it tQ them. In the cafe of religious in- 
ftf5}j^ipn, the comp^^nd of our bleffed Lord 
to fe^5 AjPQftlpSr.is.bip^ipg upon every Chrif-r 
t\ap, aind every Chriftian may hope to re-r 

ccive 
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ceive the benefits of that gracious promifC; 
that he would accompany and affift his 
faithful difciples in the execution of the 
tnift committed to them, '^ even unto the 
end of the world.'* 

If the attempt to difFufe the light of the 
Go^cl more widely has not hitherto been 
attended with all the fuccefs that Chrif- 
tians could have wifhed, it by no means 
follows, that it will never fiicceed. The 
counfels of God are not to be meafured by 
our impatience : the time, which to beings 
of fo fleeting and tranfitory an exiflencc as 
ours, appears to be of cndlefs duration, to 
an eternal and infinite God is as nothing, 
a mere point in the boundlefs fpacc of eter- 
nity ; and, in the unfearchable ways of his 
providence, there may be nujnberlefs rea- 
.Ions for delay, which our feeble capacities 
tannot fathom. 

We are not therefore to be difcouragcd, 
becaufe ' the fuccefs of our endeavours has 
not been anfwerable to our hopes ; and aft- 
ing under the authority of a Divine com- 
m^nd^ we are not to fuppofe, as it has 

fome- 



SERMON IX. :359 

ibmetimes been fooliihly argued, that it is 
wrong in man to try to haften what God 
evidently purpofes to retard ; and it may' be 
worth while to confider after all, whether 
we attribute our failure to its true caufc. 
Do we know whether the motives of the 
teacher have always been pure, or thp 
mode of his inftrudion always wife ? In 
tracing the hiftory of the attempts to pro- 
pagate the Chriftian faith, have we not 
caufe.too often to lament, that the con- 
queror has forced his trembling captives re- 
luAantly to take the baptifmal vow, and 
that the emiflary of the Papal fee hath 
made the miniftry of the Gofpel fubfervient 
to the purpofes of ambition, and difcredited 
the fancftity of his religion, by accepting 
conditional vows, and partial confeffions of 
the truth ? 

If the motive upon which we aft be 
right, it can fcarcely be doubted, whether 
we are performing an acceptable fervice to 
God or not. In attempting to diffufe the 
knowledge of his will, let no fuch ground- 
lefs doubts reprefs our zeal; for, after all that 
we can do, we may reft aiTured, that our 

feeble 



%jo SERMON IX. 

feeble efforts will never accelerate what the 
wifdom of God hath chofen to delay^ and 
that the '* fulnefs of the Gentiles will not 
come in * till the hour arrives, which God 
hath appointed from all eterility. 

To his chofen people, to thofc who Were 
under the proteAion of his peculiar pro- 
vidence, and of whom it was faid, that 
/' to them falvation belonged ;" ta this 
favoured race> God hath promifed, if We 
interpret aright the oracles of his ^<ftA^ 
that the hour Ihall come, when '• their 
eyes fliall be opened, and their hearts fid^ 
longer hardened,'* and they Ihall fee and 
Gonfefs, that the Meffiah, whom thfeit fa:-i 
thers crucified, and whom they ftill fb ob- 
ftinately rejed, is very Chrift and God.** 

** The children of Ifrael/' fays Hofea, 
'* fhall abide many day^ without a king, 
^nd without a prince, and without a facri- 
fice^ and without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without teraphim : afterward 
Ihall the children of Ifrael return, and[ feek 
the Lord their God, and David their King ; 
and ihall fear the Lord and his goodnef^ 

in 
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in the lattdr daj^* ;" and '^ it Ihall come 
to pafs," fays Zechariah, " in that day, that 
1 will feek to'deftroy all the nations that 
come againft Jerufalem ; and I will pouf 
upon the houfe of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace 
and of fupplicatiohs; and they (hall look upon 
him whom they have piefced, and they 
ihall mourn for him, as^'one mdurfi^feth fox* 
his only fon "•" Thefe a^e two oiit^bf many 
prophecies, which point to tht fame great 
event; but thefd are two of* the moft re- 
markable> 'and they canno.t> 'be thought t6 
allude to any event, or to any fituatkm 6! 
the Jewifli nation, prior to the crucifixion of 
our bkffed Redeemer. Upbfi all thefe po- 
phecies of the Old T^ariient, the holy 
Apoftle of the'*€rentiles is the beft com- 
mentator ;* he warns his converts, not to 
triumph and infult over the Jews, as if 
they were the outcafts of God, and alientf 
from bis favour, for " blindnefs hsls hap- 
pened," it is true, fays he *^ unto Ifrael ; but 
it has happened only in part— ^it will ceafe 
when the fulncfs of the Gentiles fliaH be 
come, in, and theniali Ifrael Ihall bcf faved ""."^ 

5f Hof. iii. 4, j. " Zeck. xii. 9, 10. ^ Rom. xi. 25. 

In 



37? S E R M O N IX. * 

In what way conviftion will operate at 
laft upon the mind of the Jew ; whether he 
will yield his aflent to the arguments of 
Chrillian writers, or whether the irrefifti- 
ble. grace of God will withdraw the m^ft 
from his eyes, it is not poffible for us to de- 
termine. However this may be, it is enough 
for us to kno\v, that he will be at length 
convinced ; and we muft wait in filent 
awe, and with full and certain confidence, 
that all the deftinations of Divine wifdom, 
as they have; been announced to us by the 
yoice of Prophecy, will receive their full ac- 
complilhraent, 

. . Cbriftians meanwhile will be wanting 
to their duty, if they do not perfeverc in 
their endeavours to convert that miftaken 
people to the true faith ; if they do not lay 
before them the evidence which they poffefs 
in every poffible fhape, and tryi by every ar- 
gument, to overcome their rooted prepoffef- 
fions. Chriftians will do well alfo to remem- 
ber the injun<flion of the Apoftle; '* Boafl not 
thyfelf againft the natural branches ; be not 
high minded, but fear : for if God fpared 
not the natural branches, take heed, left he 

alfo 



SERMON IX. %T2^, 

alfo ipare not thee''." Our humble efforts, 
. and our difcreet etideavoiirs, to forward the^ 
great caufe of truth will receive, we may 
be allured, the gracious afliftance of God ; 
and to an attentive obferver it muft be 
evident, that his providence is continudly 
opening the way for the general diffulion 
of the Gofpel : for what other reafbn can 
we fuppofe, that the powers of Chriften^ 
dom were permitted, to extend their em- 
pire to the Weftern world ? and why elfe; 
is the adventurous fpirit of modern naviga- 
tors fo frequently rewarded by the difcovery 
of new countries, and untried channels of 
communication between the various inha- 
bitants of the globe ? The wifh to inftruft 
then fliould keep pace with the power and 
the means of inftruclion; and it Ihould be the 
firft and greateft duty of Chriftian coun- 
tries, to impart to others the bleffings of 
civilization, which they have, long enjoyed 
themfelves ; to call the ignorant barbarian 
from the purfuit of his fcanty and pre- 
carious iubfxiience, to the enjoyment of the 
comforts, the conveniencies, and the ele- 
gancies of focial life, and to give him the' 

^ Rpm. ii. 12. \i. 
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leifure and the opportunity to prepare his 
mind for the reception of thofe facred truths, 
which are to connect us all in the unity of 
fpirit, and in the bond of peace. The 
preparation of caufes, it is true, may be 
diftant; but when God himfelf has vouch- 
fafed to announce his defign, we cannot 
err in tracing them ultimately to that de- 
Ifgn ; and furdy in the fuccefsful cultiva- 
tion of fcicrice, in the correction of flagrant 
errors, both in dodrine and in pradice, in 
the enlarged and liberal intercourfe between 
rctoote countries, and the invention of that 
art, which facilitates the diffufion of know- 
ledge, we may difcern the hand, that is 
imperceptibly guiding us to the great and 
final change in the religious ftate of man- 
kind. 

Perhaps tdo amongft the caufes which 
Icera likely to promote and extend the 
knowledge of Chrift ; to the love of true 
fcience, I may be permitted to add, the ha- 
tred and contem.pt, which we now enter- " 
tain of thofe falie and pernicious tenets, 
which chimerical theorifts have long been 
attempting to force upon us. 
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Bluffed be God, that odipus Philofo- 
phy, wliich was diffufmg its baneful poilbn 
through every country of Chriftendom, hath 
loft the attradions which it once poflefled. 
It has been tried^ and we know it by its 
fruits ; land it is to be hoped, that our ears 
will no more be infulted by fulibme pane*- 
gyrics upon uncivilized ignorance; Wc (hall 
not again be told, that a ftatc of nature is 
preferable to a ftate of civilization ; that a 
favage in the defert is a better, wifer, and- 
happier being, than an educated Chriftian; 
and that if a man be moral, it matters lit-, 
tie what God he adores, or whether he be 
a difciple of Jefus Chrift, of Mofes, or ot 
Mahomet. 

While the operation of moral caufes is 
thus filently going on, under the control 
of Providence, the partial fufFerings, the 
misfortunes, and the deprivations, which 
affli<a the vifible Church of Chrift, ought 
not to deprefs the hope of the believer, or 
raife the wanton triumph of the infidel, be- 
caufe it is ftri<ftly conformable to the gene- 
ral tenor of the Divine government, from the 
evil which prevails in the world, from the 
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fierce conflid: of human paffions, and the 
opposition of human interefts, ultimately to 
product that good, which the Divine na- 
ture requires. 

Sorrow, pcrfecution, and martyrdom, arc 
the trials of the faithful fervant of God, 
and '^ for him that overcometh there is re- 
ferved a cro*^n of immortal glory." To 
Ae Chriftiah Church, the Holy Spirit hath 
jiromifed, after peirfecution, and diltrefs, and 
apoftafy, a long period of retribution and 
reft upon earth, '' when the power of the 
evil one ftiall be overthrown, and the Saints 
of the Moft High fliall reign." '' Of the 
times, or the feafons, no man knoweth ; the 
Father hath put them into his own power ^" 

Let the Chriftian wait then for '^ the 
defire of all nations *," as the devout If- 
raelite of old did for the " confolation of 
Ifrael * ;" let him wait in full affurance, 
that ^* the myftery of God Ihall be finilhed, 
as he hath declared to his fervants the Pro- 
phets %" and that " all the kingdoms of the 

' A6ls i. 7. * Hagg. ii. 7. 

* Luke ii, 25. «» Rev. x. 7. 
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earth will become the kingdom of God, 
and his Chrift "" ;" and, in the mean time, 
let him recoHecft, that when the fulneis of 
that glorious kingdom is come, happy will 
that man be, who by the purity of his life, 
the energy of his precepts, or the prevail- 
ing influence of his example, hath contri- 
buted in any degree to accelerate its ap* 
proach. 

^ Rev. xi. 15. 
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To note \ p. 72. add Htji. v, 5. 

Pag. 74. 1. 18. ^^^ fomenting 

133. 1. 4. read /i&«V 

335. 1, 20. read %vho 

146. 1. 9. read revived 

160. 1. 20. TtVid/oJicit 

1. 21. read triumphant 

an. 1. 5. xtzAyoke 

222. 1. 24. read ofworjbip 

226. note *^, read See Jofcph. Antlgti. 
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